
FALL HUNTING ISSUE 


MUZZLELOADERS 
RANKED AND RATED 


SPECIAL FOLDOUT SECTION: 
GIANT READER BUCKS P. 57 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM 










FIREARM SAFETY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY ARE 
ALWAYS IN SEASON 


Like you, Project ChildSafe® believes responsible 
firearm owners should secure their firearms 
when they’re not in use to help keep them out of 
the hands of unauthorized individuals. 

We have distributed more than 36 million safety 
kits with gun locks over the past decade and are 
committed to educating even more gun owners 
about safe and proper storage. 

Visit ProjectChildSafe.org to learn more about 
secure storage options, take the firearms safety 
pledge, and download tools to help you educate 
others about firearm safety and security. 



Brought to you by the firearms industry With support from 




F&S 

conTEnu 

NOVEMBER 2015 



FEATURE/ 


Breakfast 
Reader Bo Dylak 
and his Best Day 
rut trophy. 


53. THE BEST DAYS OF THE RUT 

Killer tactics for every breeding 
phase, and (bust out your cal- 
endar) 2015’s must-hunt dates. 
Plus, reader Rut Club trophies. 

BY SCOTT BESTUL 


68. STABS IN THE DARK 

Every fall and winter, Ozark 
streams come to life at night 
with sucker-gigging boat crews 
and roaring streamside parties. 
BYT. EDWARD NICKENS 


72. DUCK PARADISE 

Create a haven where ducks 
and geese can roost, loaf, and 
feed — and where the hunting is 
outstanding, by will brantley 


Photograph by ACKERMAN ^ GRUBER 


Head and 


78. BUTCH’S LEGACY 

The many gifts that one gun 
dog bestowed on a hunter were 
overshadowed by the greatest 
gift of all. BY TOM DAVIS 



BUSHKELL’ ELITE* vs. EUROPEAN COMPETITOR 


UGHT TRANSMISSION 


BEING so CLOSE, 



HOW BRIGHT IS PAYING 


HADING EUROPEAN COHPETITOR 


<IB50 

nuriDco 




THE NEW ELITE SERIES RIFLESCOPES. 

In recent testing, the Elite 6500 delivered brightness comparable 
to that of the nearly $2,600 leading European competitor. 

To see the complete test, visit BUSHNELLCOM/ELITETEST 


SERIES FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• New Elite 4500 and Elite 3500 with world-class brightness 

• Fully multi-coated optics for optimal light transmission 

• Ultra Wide Band Coating for the truest color 

• RainGuard® HD premium anti-fog technology 




©2015 


FROM LEFT: TESS ROUSEY; DAN SAELINGER 



EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Anthony Licata 
DESIGN DIRECTOR Sean Johnston 

MANAGING EDITOR Jean McKenna 
SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR Colin Kearns 
DEPUTY EDITORS Dave Hurteau, Slaton L. White 
COPYCHIEF Donna LNg 
FISHING EDITOR Joe Cermele 
HUNTING EDITOR Will Brantley 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR JRSullivan 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Maribel Martin 
PHOTOGRAPHY DIRECTOR JohnToolan 
ART DIRECTOR Brian Struble 

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTORS Russ Smith, James A. Walsh 

PRODUCTION MANAGER Judith Weber 

DIGITAL DIRECTOR Nate Matthews 

ONLINE CONTENT EDITOR Alex Robinson 

ASSOCIATE ONLINE EDITOR JRSullivan 

SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR Mike Toth 

EDITORS-AT-LARGE Kirk Deeter, Bill Heavey,T. Edward Nickens 

FIELD EDITORS Scott BestuI (Whitetails), Phil Bourjaily (Shotguns), 

Bob Marshall (Conservation), Keith McCafferty (Outdoor Skills), 

David E. Petzal (Rifles) 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Gerald Almy, Duncan Barnes, Philip Caputo, 
David DiBenedetto, Joe Doggett, David Draper, Sid Evans, Charles Gaines, 
Gary Garth, Hal Herring, Mark Hicks, Steven Hill, M.D. Johnson, 

Rich Landers, Ted Leeson, Guy Martin, Thomas McIntyre, Jonathan Miles, 
Geoffrey Norman, Doug Pike, Steve Price, Lawrence Pyne, George Reiger 
(Conservation Editor Emeritus), Jerome B. Robinson, Bob Saile, 

Jim Thornton, Guy de la Valdene 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS & ILLUSTRATORS Tim Boelaars, 

Denver Bryan, Chris Crisman, Brian Grossenbacher, Kevin Hand, 

Michael Hoeweler, Brent Humphreys, Donald M. Jones, Lance Krueger, 
Matt Lehman, Mark Matcho, Travis Rathbone, Tim Romano, Dan Saelinger, 
Dusan Smetana, Mike Sudal, Michael Sugrue, Jack Unruh, Peter Yang 

ADVERTISING 

VP, PUBLISHING DIRECTOR Gregory D. Gatto 

NATIONAL ADVERTISING DIRECTOR Jeff Timm 

EAST (212-779-5012) Matthew Levy, Manager 

MIDWEST (248-213-6154) Doug Leipprandt, Midwest Sales Manager; 

Katie Logan,Southern Sporting Goods Manager 

DETROIT (248-213-6154) Jeff Roberge, Detroit and Endemic Sales Director; 
David Hawkey, Sporting Goods Sales 

WEST (310-227-8947) Stacey Lakind; Brian Peterson, Sporting Goods Sales 
SALES ASSISTANT Lindsay Kuhimann 

DIRECT RESPONSE (800-445-2714) Shawn Lindeman, Frank McCaffrey, 

Chip Parham 

DESTINATIONS (21 2-779-71 72, ext. 22i) Eric Genova 

CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER Elizabeth Burnham Murphy 

INTEGRATED MARKETING SOLUTIONS 

DIRECTORS Alex Garcia, AmandaGastelum, Christine Sendelsky 
MANAGERS Charlotte Grima, Releen Franceschelli, Elspeth Lodge 

PROMOTIONS a EVENTS DIRECTOR Beth Hetrick 

MANAGERS Eshonda Caraway, Lynsey White COORDINATOR MarisaMassaro 

GROUP CREATIVE SERVICES DIRECTOR LauraStrom 

MARKETING ART DEPARTMENT Ingrid M.ResImaier, Jon Berger, Steve Gianaca, 

Sarah H ughes, Gabe Rami rez 

PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER Molly Battles 
FIELDANDSTREAM.COM 
DIGITAL MARKETING PRODUCER Joey Stern 
DIGITAL CAMPAIGN COORDINATOR Justin Ziccardi 
BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
FINANCIAL DIRECTOR TaraBisciello 
ADVERTISING COORDINATOR Nicky Nedd 
CONSUMER MARKETING 

CONSUMER MARKETING DIRECTOR Robert M. Cohn 
NEW BUSINESS DIRECTOR LyndaChiarella PLANNING DIRECTOR PeterWinn 
NEW BUSINESS MANAGER Kerri AggUS RETENTION MANAGER Stephanie Fry 
FULFILLMENT MANAGER Barbara Brooker 

RETAIL SINGLE COPY SALES ProCirc Retail Solutions Group,Tony DiBisceglie 

MANUFACTURING 

CORPORATE PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Jeff Cassell 
GROUP PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Laurel Kurnides 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Stefanie La Bella 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

DIRECTOR Kim Putman 


BONNIER 

CHAIRMAN Tomas Franzen 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER Eric Zinczenko 

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER David Ritchie 

CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER Elizabeth Burnham Murphy 

CHIEF DIGITAL REVENUE OFFICER Sean Hoizman 

VP, INTEGRATED SALES John Graney 

VP, CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION Lisa Earlywine 

VP, CONSUMER MARKETING John Reese 

VP, DIGITAL AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT Jennifer Anderson 

VP, DIGITAL OPERATIONS David Butler 

VP, PUBLIC RELATIONS Perri Dorset 

GENERAL COUNSEL Jeremy Thompson 


For Customer Service and Subscription Questions, such as renewals, 
address changes, e-mail preferences, billingand account status,go to fieldand 
stream.com/cs; e-mail FLScustserv@cdsfu lfillment.com; or in the U.S. call 
toll-free 800-289-0639 and outside the U.S. call 515-237-3697. Orwriteto 
FIELD & STREAM, P.O. Box 6364, Harlan, IA51593-1 864. 



Please Recycle 
This Magazine 

Remove Inserts 
or Samples 
Before Recycling 



Afliance: fac 
Audited Media 





This product is 
from sustainably 
managed forests 
and controlled 
sources. 


NOVEMBER 2015 


COIITEnT/ 



REGULARS 

8 

FROM THE EDITOR 

10 

FIRST SHOT 

The art of Spey casti ng for 
steelhead: grace and tech- 
nique on display. 

12 

CHEERS S JEERS 

Gear worth the green, pork 
policy, and sticking up for 
New York and New Jersey. 

106 

ASPORTSMAH’SLIFE 

Adefiningfriendship. 

By Bill Heavey 



ON THE COVER 


A 160-GLASS ACT 

Photograph by 
Lance Krueger 



CAMPFIRE 

14 

THESEASOH 

A brutal tundra swan hunt 
threeyears in the making. 

By David Draper 

18 

ASK PETZAL 

Dump rats, deer guns, and 
why you can’t wear a cow- 
boy hat. By David E. Petzal 

20 

RIFLES 

Five questionsyou must an- 
swer before shooting long 
range. By Jeff Johnston 

22 

ESCAPES 

Head to this Wisconsin 
town for the biggest muskie 
ofyour life. By David Draper 

24 

ROHTINO 

Coyote hunting is at its very 
best this month. Here’s why. 
By Will Brantley 

26 

THE TOTAL OOTDOORSMAN 

The best duck blinds 
look like nothing at all. 

ByT Edward Nickens 

30 

THE WILD CHEF 

Channel your inner carny 
with these elk corn dogs. 

By Jonathan Miles 


NDTE6DDK 

32 

IHSTANTOOIDE 

M ake eve ly seco nd of a 
covey rise count. 

34 

PROJECTS 

Howto restore Granddad’s 
old pocketknife. 

35 

FLY SHOP 

Three killer nymph patterns 
for winter trout. 

39 

DEAR SMARTS 

Build the perfect duck load 
for a blackpowder shotgun. 

43 

EXPERTS 

Southern houndsmentalk 
squirrel dogs. 

44 

SKILLS 

Catch giant bass by reading 
a creek full of shad. 

FIELD TEST 

85 

READER TEST 

We pick the best break- 
open in-line muzzleloaders. 

88 

DAROAIH SHOPPER 

Four hang-on treestands 
for under $100. 


F1ELDANDSTREAM.COM | 7 





Rut Reporters 


REAL-TIME UPDATES ON THE BEST DAYS TO HUNT, INCLUDING PREDICTIONS, 
TRAIL-CAM PICTURES, VIDEOS, TACTICS, AND SUCCESS STORIES 



HAT’D YOU SEE? 



Anthony Licata, Editor-in- Chief 
anthony. licata@fleldandstream. com 
@anthony licata 


That’s the question of the hour during late October and November, 
when my hunting buddies and I are constantly checking in through 
calls and texts. We all want to know what’s happening in the deer 
woods and have the suspicion that whenever we’re not there, the action 
is hot. Whitetails aren’t the only ones driven wild during the rut. 

We have good reason for the frequent updates, because conditions change quickly and 
dramatically at this time of year. Even though it can be the best time to bag a big buck, it 
can also be the most unpredictable and frustrating. 

To help you get a handle on that uncertainty, F&S has dispatched a team of expert 
deer hunters across the nation to give real-time updates on rut activity. Headed by hunt- 
ing editor Will Brantley, our Rut Reporters team (fieldandstream.com/rutreporters) 
shares trail-camera photos and videos, stories of big bucks taken, information on current 
rut timing and conditions and, most importantly, tips on how you can use this knowl- 
edge in the field. No matter where you hunt, they have you covered. Think of them as 
the hunting buddies you text during the season — except it’s their job to help you tag the 
trophy. Be sure to check out fieldandstream.com all season long. 

In this issue. Rut Reporter Scott Bestul analyzes each phase of the rut, details the most 
successful tactics, and makes some predictions about the best days to be in the woods for 
each region of the country. And in “The 
Rut Club” (p. 57), we bring you the sto- 
ries and photographs of some incredible 
bucks that were taken by readers last year 
on F&S’s 2014 Best Days of the Rut, 
such as Shawn McDonough’s 190-class 
Wisconsin giant. 

Last season I had planned to take off of 
work on our pick for the Best Day, but a 
business trip had me on a plane instead of 
in a treestand. The day turned out to be 
cool, clear, and crisp. I knew it was going 
to be as good as we predicted even before 
the calls and photos starting coming in 
from my friends. This year I’m not going 
to let anything keep me out of the woods 
on those days, and I hope you hunt them 
too. If you do, make sure you let us know 
how you did, and maybe next year your 
buck will appear in these pages. 


Surprise F&S Rut 
Reporter Scott 
Bestul caught this 
buck on a trail cam 
during last year’s 
rut. He had never 
seen him before 
and never has again. 


COnfitIBUTOR/ 



With the photographs 
for “The Rut Club” 

(P- 57) > husband-and-wife 
team Jenn Ackerman 
and Tim Gruber hoped 
to showcase both the 
trophies and the hunters 
who tagged them. “We 
wanted to capture a slice 
of these guys’ lives ” says 
Gruber, whose work with 
Ackerman has appeared 
in Esquire and Wired. 

“We didn’t want straight- 
forward portraits.” 



Tom Davis has spent the 
past 30-plus years writ- 
ing about dogs and bird 
hunting, but in tellingthe 
story of two of his setters 
(“Butch’s Legacy,” p. 78), 
he forced himself to be 
especially candid. “It was 
less an assignment than a 
challenge from F&S,” 
says Davis. “I wanted to 
pay tribute to both dogs 
and reveal what connects 
them without lapsing 
into sentimentality.” 
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ZONING IN 

n Darren Wright, co-owner of 
the Steelhead House lodge in 
British Columbia, was casting 
for steelhead on the Kitimat 
River when photographer 
Brian Grossenbachertook 
this shot from a logging 
bridge. “IVe been Spey cast- 
ing for 17 years,” says Wright. 
“I love the grace of it and be- 
ing able to reach the other 
side of the river. Here, Tm set- 
ting up my D loop for a snap-T 
cast.” Wright, who grew up 
playing hockey in northern 
Ontario, adds, “A good caster 
is always focused on tech- 
nique but at the same time is 
in the zone. I think athletic 
people can pick up Spey cast- 
ing better than most because 
of their hand-eye coordina- 
tion, and they also tend to use 
their body to cast rather than 
just their arms. 

“The fishing was slow. The 
water was low and clear, and 
the sun was out all day. But no 
matter what, it’s great to be on 
the water. What I like most 
about the Kitimat is that we 
fish within 5 miles of the salt, 
and the steelhead and salmon 
are fresh from the ocean- 
explosive, bright fish that take 
the fly hard.” — DONNA LNG 
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CHEERS & JEERS 

WHITETAIL TURF WARS, WILD PIG POLITICS, AND ONE HEFTY GEAR TAB 




PIG IDEA 
Hiring Will Brant- 
ley as hunting edi- 
tor was a stroke of 
genius. His writing 
is excellent, and his 
story "The Pig Re- 
port” (Sept. 2015) 
is one of the best 
pieces on environ- 
mental, hunting, or 
wildlife issues I’ve 
ever read. 

W.Alan Wentz, 
Germantown, Tenn. 


LET’S HEAR IT FDR THE GUIDES 

“Straight Talk From the Deer 
Guides” was one of the most in- 
formative and well-rounded 
hunting articles IVe read in a 
long time. I would love a follow- 
up about exit strategies for 
stands along field edges. 

Tram Rogerson, Greenville, S.C. 

The “Best & Worst” segment 
had me laughing so hard it hurt. 
Larry Donna, Hudson, Wis. 

Your guide survey labels New 
York and New Jersey as the states 
with the worst hunters, but one 
step over the line into Pennsylva- 
nia, and they’re the best. That’s 


bogus. New York has exceptional 
hunter-safety records: In 2014, 
there were fewer than four inci- 
dents per 100,000 hunters (and 
only one fatality). I know we’re 
not supposed to believe every- 
thing we read, but should we 
now include F&S on that list? 

Ed Smith, Sherrill, N.Y 

What state has the most easily of- 
fended hunters? Never mind... To 
even the score, we asked N.Y. and 
N.J. hunters to defend their states 
in our Loaded Question (right). 

—THE EDITORS 

SWINE IN THE SAND 

Getting rid of whole sounders is 
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a great idea (“The Pig Report”) and could be 
cost-effective if local governments hire the 
right outfits. My beef, though, is that outlaw- 
ing recreational pig hunting won’t help the 
problem. When it comes down to it, dead 
pigs are dead pigs. 

Jordan Meekins, Albany, Ore. 


WATER SHORTAGE 

I’ve noticed that lately this magazine should 
be titled Big Field b‘ Little Stream, as 90 per- 
cent of the content seems dedicated to hunt- 
ing, with little about fishing. Has this decline 
been happening for a while? 

Greg Shigihara, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

During spring and summer, we have more fish- 
ing coverage. During fall and winter, we have 
more on hunting. That said, we hope you en- 
joy the stories on pages 22, 35, 36, 44, and 68 
in this issue. —THE EDITORS 

CHEAP SHOT 

“Best of the Best” notes that “innovation 
doesn’t have to cost a king’s ransom,” but the 
average price per item is $2,301.45, which 
isn’t exactly cheap. If, say, we buy only one 
ATV and pass on the truck, we’re down to an 


LOADED QUESTION 


Q Why are New York and New 
Jersey great deer hunting 
states? 


People think of New York only as the city, but 
upstate has more woods than you could walk 
through in a lifetime. — Stephen Culbreth 


Please stay away, the hunting stinks. Trust me. 

— Marc D. Paladino 


You have to actually brave the freezing-cold 
woods and find agood spot. There’s no sit- 
ting overfood plots and shootingsemi-tame 
deeryouVe picked from trail-cam pictures. 
Even a doe is a trophy. — OakRichards 


Sound off on next month’s Loaded Question 

at Facebook.com/FieldandStream. Well 
share the best responses here. 


HOW TO CONTACT US: SUBSCRIPTIONS Go to fieldand 
stream.com/subscribe • CHEERS & JEERS FIELD & STREAM, 2 
Park Ave., New York, NY 10016; Fax 212-779-5114; E-mail 
letters@fieldandstream.com • EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS 
Send manuscriptsandphotostoletters@fieldandstream.com 
or Submissions Editor at the address above (with a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope). The publisher assumes no re- 
sponsibility for unsolicited material. Send new product 
information to Field Test Editor at the address above. • CUS- 
TOMER SERVICE, ADDRESS CHANGES Visit fieldand 
stream.com/cs; call 800-289-0639; or write to FIELD & 
STREAM, P.O. Box 6364, Harlan, lA 51593 • REPRINTS & PER- 
MISSIONS E-mail reprints@bonniercorp.com 


$816.15 average cost. That’s still expensive. 
Perhaps the next article should be “42 Top 
Alternatives for Hunters on a Budget.” 

Nathan Fennelly, via Facebook 

We assume you re not going to run out and 
buy every item on this list, which, by the way, 
is called “Best of the Best,” not “Best of the 
Cheap Stuff. ” —THE EDITORS 



CORRECTION: In “Best of the Best,” we ran 
a picture of a Dead Air Armament j.62 
Sandman-S instead of the Dead Air Arma- 
ment 7.62 Sandman-L. We regret the error. 

—THE EDITORS 
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TUNDRA 
SWAN SONG 

For waterfowlers 
lucky enough 
to draw a tag, 
targeting these 
trophy birds is a 
bucket-list thrill. 
Just prepare for a 
long, cold hunt 
By David Draper 
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HAD YAMANEhasaplan. 
The Salt Lake City firefighter 
and guide for Fried Feathers 
a pick-head ax in the bottom 
of his aluminum boat, and together we 
push the floating blind into the slush 
of Utah’s Great Salt Lake. Somewhere 
out there, Yamane hopes, is open water, 
where we may still have a chance to call 
a tundra swan into range. 

Last night, the saltwater basin locked 
up under a sheet of ice. A brutal No- 
vember storm had rolled in, stranding 
motorists across the Northern Rockies 
and scattering the 12,000-plus tundra 
swans resting on the nearby Bear River 
Migratory Refuge. Most of the birds 
have now flown south, winging with 
them my odds of filling the swan tag I 
waited three years to draw. 

If Yamane has any doubts that we’ll 
make it out onto the lake, he doesn’t let 
on. Whenever the boat grinds to a halt 
in the freezing slop, he simply puts the 
motor in reverse, backs up a few feet, 
then guns the engine. As ice scrapes 
against the aluminum hull, I can’t help 
but worry we’ll soon get stuck for good. 

ICEBREAKER 

When we eventually reach a small open 
hole just off a point of bulrushes — no 
ice-breaking ax required — ^Yamane and 
I begin to set the spread. Other than the 
ax, hunting swans doesn’t require much 
specialized gear. On the Great Salt 
Lake, a boat isn’t a necessity: a majority 
of the 2,000 waterfowlers lucky enough 
to draw a tag pass-shoot swans from the 
hundreds of miles of dikes that control 
the water levels of the surrounding 
marshes. Yamane and I are hoping to 
decoy our bird, so we line the slushy 
hole with a dozen oversize plastic 
swans. Replicating the swan’s distinc- 
tive sound is more important than the 
dekes, but even that doesn’t require a 
species-specific tool. Yamane, like most 
swan hunters, calls the birds with his 
mouth, whooping and hooting. I give it 
a try but immediately feel foolish. I de- 
cide to save my hooting and hollering 
for when — if — I pull the trigger. 

I remember the first time I saw a 
swan mount, in my local taxidermist’s 



stashes 



Snow Bird 
The author 
admires his 
hard-earned 
tundra swan. 


Once I 
discovered 
tundra swans 
were fair 
game, i 
became 
obsessed. 


shop. The bird was reared back, with its 
wings spread, and its long neck ex- 
tended, stately and royal. Though im- 
pressive, the mount was a little surreal. 
Arent tundra swans protected? As it 
turns out, huntable populations range 
across the U.S., but only six states offer 
tags for them. Once I discovered tundra 
swans were fair game, I became ob- 
sessed with hunting them. 

In Utah, before you can even apply 
for a swan license, the state requires 
that you complete an online course on 
how to differentiate between the tundra 
swan and the federally protected trum- 
peter swan. When I first applied, in 
2012, friends assured me that it would 
take only a year to draw a tag. In the 
past few years, swan hunting has be- 
come so popular in Utah, though, that 
getting drawn now calls for up to three 
preference points. 

NO BIG WHOOP 

As Yamane and I wait out the afternoon, 
we spot few swans other than seven or 
eight flocks flickering over the middle of 
the lake. Eventually, two or three groups 
pass nearby, and we hear a shotgun re- 


port as a flock flies near 
another hunter braving 
the subzero temperatures. 
We can’t see him, but we 
hear his celebratory shout 
when a bird thuds onto 
the ice. I can’t help but 
feel a little jealous. 

An hour later, we hear 
swan whoops just above 
the rushes behind us. Ya- 
mane motions me down 
into the blind, then an- 
swers the birds’ calls. 
They continue the con- 
versation until Yamane 
coaxes them over the 
blind, nearly within range. My insides 
coil like a spring. But the cue to shoot 
never comes, and the swans fly on. 

Before I can even ask, Yamane ex- 
plains: “Too many juvies. Didn’t want 
to chance it.” Young tundra swans still 
wear the gray plumage of a poult, and 
though legal to shoot, they aren’t as 
prized as the white-feathered adults. I 
keep to myself that I’d deem any swan a 
trophy at this point, but I’m sure my 
curt “O.K.” gets the point across. 


BRACE FOR IMPACT 

As the afternoon turns colder and 
darker, I replay the flyover in my head, 
fearing that we’ve missed our only 
chance at a swan. Yamane acts confi- 
dent, but I can tell that he’s as surprised 
as I am when a call floats in overhead. 
Visibility has dropped to a quarter mile, 
maybe less. Swans are out there, but I 
can’t tell where. Yamane gives a whoop, 
and a bird responds. Now the flock is 
even closer. White spots appear in the 
gray fog. Seven adults pass overhead 
and circle just outside the spread, but 
then, like the previous group, pump 
their wings and retreat. 

One more opportunity gone — and 
with so little time left in the day, I doubt 
there’ll be another. 

Then a single bird breaks from the 
flock and circles back. My fingers 
tighten around the shotgun. The swan, 
bright and mature, locks its wings and 
glides over the open water. Though it 
seems impossible to whiff on such a big 
target, missing is all I can think of. The 
swan lowers its black landing gear, and 
as I stand, I can no longer feel the ach- 
ing cold in my feet. I cover the bird’s 
head with my shotgun barrel and 
squeeze the trigger. The bird crumples 
and somersaults into the slush with a 
cannonball’s splash. 

Finally, it’s my turn to whoop. © 



BRING THE BIG GUNS 

when you may have only one shot at a trophy, reliability is 
key. I had no doubt my Remington Versa Max Waterfowl 
Pro ($1,730; remington.com) would fire, even in subzero 
temperatures. The gas-operated autoloader shoots 2V4- 
to 3y2-inch shells, allowing quick swaps from duck to mag- 
num loads if a swan comes into range. Oversize controls, 
includinga big bolt handle and safety button, make shoot- 
ingthe gun with gloves especially easy. — D.D. 
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The bonded construction and copper shank 
of the Trophy Bonded Tip provide dramatic, 
yet controlled, expansion to maintain weight 
and increase penetration. 




TROPHY BONDEOniP 



The Trophy Bonded Tip is different than any other hunting buiiet, combining bonded construction 
and a bone-crushing soiid copper shank with a boat-taii design and poiymer tip that tighten groups 
at iong range. We ioad it with Goid Medal® match-grade primers, speciaiiy formuiated powders and 
the finest nickei-piated brass, and then test its performance twice as often as standard ammunition 
to ensure it meets the rigid specifications of Federai Premium®. Because we know how much is 
riding on every squeeze of the trigger. 

* All performance comparisons based on evaluation of Federal Premium and Federal® standard centerfire rifle loads. 


FEDERAL 

PREMIUM 

AMMUNITION 


AppStore | Coogle piay; Experience the Federal Premium mobile app and discover the difference. 


federalpremium.com 






Q^A 

David E. Petzal 

answers your questions 
about guns, shooting, 
hunting, and life 


0 , I hunt with an 85- 
1 year-old man who is 
still a great wingshooter 
and a legend at our club. 
Fve been hinting to him 
that, God forbid anything 
should ever happen to him, 
I wouldn't mind getting his 
Winchester Model 12 sweet 
16. When should I start 
hinting to his wife? 

-JOHN YOTHERS, 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN 


ing cycle. But it’s not infallible; 
the action has to be set up cor- 
rectly. Push feed also works 
flawlessly if it’s made right. So 
practically speaking, there is no 
great advantage in getting one 
over the other. 


D , If you were not a gun 
1 writer, what would 

you be ? —max sullivan, 

NASHVILLE, TENN 

A I I would be a paleontolo- 
■ gist specializing in Nean- 
derthal Man. I’ve been fasci- 
nated by them since I was a 
kid. Their history is one of the 
great human mysteries, and one 
of the great human tragedies. 

0 , I've noticed that a lot 
1 of gun writers now re- 
fer to ARs as '‘modem 
sporting rifles." That 
strikes me as an idiotic eu- 
phemism, not to mention a 
sort of concession. Aren't 
ARs ARs; doesn't it say so 
right on the rifle? And 
aren't the latest bolt ac- 
tions also modem sporting 
rifles ? -PERRY REYNOLDS, 

CHEYENNE, WYO. 


ASK PETZAL 


What is the most fun you’ve ever had shooting? 

—MARC PICKERING, PIERRE, S.D. 

Shooting rats in a dump long ago. Nonstop action. Endless 
violence. Smoke. Stench. And all sorts of other stuff you 
could shoot the hell out of and no one cared. Til never see 
anything like it again. 


A I I’d do it after you’ve gotten 
■ your own affairs in order, 
because I don’t think the wife is 
going to appreciate your over- 
tures one little bit. 


, Suppose you had an 
1 Adirondack deer camp 
and a rack on the wall that 
held five guns. What five 
rifles would you fill it with? 
-ALAN MACE AREN, UTICA, NY 

A I First, not all of them would 
■ be rifles, because there’s 
more than deer at an Adiron- 
dack deer camp. No. i would be 
a rotary-magazine Savage 99 in 
.250 Savage. No. 2 would be an 


A.H. Fox side-by-side, one of 
the new ones, in 16 gauge, be- 
cause they don’t come in 12. 

No. 3, a wood-stocked Cooper 
Firearms Jackson Squirrel Rifle 
in .22 LR. No. 4, my Ed Brown 
Precision .338, because it’s a 
.338. And No. 5, a Freedom 
Arms single-action .44 mag- 
num, because you have to have 
a handgun in there somewhere. 


Q , Is there any real ad- 
1 vantage to having a 
controlled-feed bolt over a 
push -feed or vice versa? 

-OWEN KINSLEY, 
TOPEKA, KAN 

A I In theory, controlled feed 
■ is more reliable because 
the cartridge is in the grip of 
the extractor throughout the fir- 


A i You are right. MSR is the 
■ politically correct version 
of AR — a mealy-mouthed 
evasion. 


Q , I'm thinking about 
1 getting a cowboy hat, 
but I'm not sure I can pull 
it off. What does it take, 
exactly ? —rex holmes, 

SOUTH BEND, IND. 

A I This strikes close to home, 
■ because I’ve had to accept 
that I can never wear one, and 
I’ve given all of mine away. You 
need a Western face. Unless 
you look like Clint Eastwood 
did in the 1970s, you’ll just look 
like a fool in a big hat. © 


GOT A QUESTION FOR OUR RIFLES EDITOR? 


Send it to askpetzal@fieldandstream.com. We cannot guarantee polite answers to all questions. 
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THE BEST SEAT 
ISN’T ALWAYS IN A HOUSE. 



For over 28 years, API Treestands have had hunters* backs 
by combining the latest in safety, stealth technology. 
Because the last thing on your mirid wHen you're in a tree 
stand should be the tree stand. 
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WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK. 


Available at * 




basspro.com, and other fine retailers. 
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Sure Shot Consider 
all the variables before 




RIFLES 


LONG-RANGE 
REALITY CHECK 

Five questions you must 
ask yourself before pulling the 
trigger on a distant critter 

By Jeff Johnston 

0 0 YOU SET UP a refrigerator-size target in your buddy’s pasture, and 
after eight or to shots you ding it at 800 yards. Great. But that doesn’t 
mean you’re ready to shoot at big game from anywhere near that stupid 
distance. Not even close. With an animal’s life on the line, what you should do 
first and foremost is get closer. Then if you still feel tempted to shoot from 400 
yards or more, you owe it to that critter to take a second and ask yourself the five 
critical questions below. If you can’t answer yes to all, don’t shoot. 

To learn your rifle’s cold-bore zero, 
wait for a cool day with no wind. 
Shoot one shot, and then wait for the 
barrel to cool completely before firing 
the next. Shoot a few groups this way, 
zeroing your scope as necessary. 

2 DO YOU HAVE ALL THE DATA? 

Precision long-range shooting re- 
quires that you enter all the rele- 
vant data into your ballistic calculator 
(or longhand equation), and that data 
must be as precise as possible. For ex- 
ample, do you know that most ballis- 
tics programs assume a default sight- 
above-bore height of iVz inches? If the 
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I DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
COLD-BORE ZERO? 

What separates great riflemen from 
weekend warriors is their ability to 
make clean kills on their first shot, 
time and again. To do that, you need 
to know your cold-bore zero — the 
point of impact of your first shot 
through a cold barrel. Because bullets 
heat barrels instantly, most rifles shoot 
to a slightly different POI on the first 
shot compared with subsequent ones. 
At normal hunting ranges the differ- 
ence is negligible, but at 400-plus 
yards, it can mean the difference be- 
tween a great shot and a gut shot. 



What 
separates 
great riflemen 
from weekend 
warriors is 
their abiiitv to 
make clean 
kills on their 
first shot, time 
and again. 


center of your scope is iVa inches above 
the center of your rifle’s bore, your cal- 
culations will be off. So measure it. 
Likewise, you need precise tempera- 
ture, altitude, and pressure readings in 
the field. While these values have little 
effect on a bullet at 200 yards, getting 
them even slightly wrong at 600 can 
mean missing an elk. 

3 DO YOU KNOW YOUR OPTIC 
INTIMATELY? 

You should know, for example, 
exactly how much one click of your 
exposed windage and elevation knobs 
moves the bullet downrange. These 
values are not always as advertised, so 
you need to either verify them at the 
range, or figure out your scope’s real- 
world adjustments by shooting — a 
lot. Don’t assume anything. 

If you’re using a ballistic reticle, 
know that most American-style scopes 
place those dots or hashes in the sec- 
ond focal plane, which means that 
any change in magnification will alter 
their subtension values (the amount 
of bullet drop represented by the 
marks). The easy way to deal with 
this is to zero these scopes at their 
maximum magnification, and then 
use the ballistic reticle only at the 
highest power. The superior method 
is to keep an intricate chart of your 
scope’s subtension values at all mag- 
nifications and distances. 


4 00 YOU REALLY KNOW WHAT 
THE WIND IS DOING? 

The wind is a fickle thing. In 
mountainous terrain, especially, it is 
not uncommon to feel a 5-mph left- 
to-right wind on your face while a 10- 
mph right-to-left wind blows near the 
target. Of course you should take a 
wind reading at the muzzle, prefera- 
bly with a wind meter. That’s the easy 
part, and sufficient at normal ranges. 
But when you’re going long, you 
should also take one midway and one 
near the target. This is more of an art 
than a science. All you have to go by 
are a few visual clues, like undulating 
leaves, grass, and mirage. Knowing 
how to apply these “measurements” 
to your hold comes only through long 
hours of practice — practice of the sort 
most shooters will never do. And yet 
for ultra-long range, it’s a must. 


5 CAN YOU GET INTO A GOOD 
POSITION WITH A SOLID REST? 

Rifles react differently to different 
points of contact. A slightly different 
cheek weld or a finger placed along- 


DEFCON (HUNTER) 





side the barrel, for example, can 
change the POL Therefore, you need 
to be able to get into a position that’s 
consistent with your practice, which 
isn’t always possible in the field. Don’t 
use your sling if you didn’t use it to 
zero your rifle. And if your field posi- 
tion prevents you from resting your 
cheek in the exact same place you al- 
ways do — so that your eye aligns with 
the scope consistently — adjust the 
comb as needed or use an aftermarket 
cheekpiece. 

By the same token, don’t use a rock 
for a rest if you zeroed off sandbags. A 
good rifle rest means at least two 
points of contact with an inanimate 
object, so rest the fore-end solidly on 
your pack or a bipod, for example, and 
then also use a rear rest. A sock filled 
with sand or soil is ideal, or a rolled-up 
outer garment can work. If, after you 
finally settle in, you see the crosshairs 
moving due to a shaky rest or a shaky 
you — or if you feel the slightest uncer- 
tainty regarding any one of the ques- 
tions above — dont shoot. © 



WEARABLE WINDAGE 
(AND ELEVATION) 

Where should you hold for a 
550-yard shot in ai2-mph 
crosswind, shooting down a 
15-degree slope, at 8,000 feet 
of altitude, in the rain? Ifyou 
can’t guess within 8 inches, 
you need ballistic help. That’s 
where Garmin’s Fenixs watch 
($500; garmin.com) shines. In 
addition to telling time, this 
smartwatch features a ther- 
mometer, a barometer, an al- 
timeter, and a GPS. It is Blue- 
tooth compatible, soyou can 
connectto your phone. You’ll 
still need a wind meter, but 
with practice the Fenixcan 
make long-range shots less 
daunting. — J.J. 



COMFORT 

THAT TAKES 

YOU ANYWHERE 


V* 4-way flex technology 

IrM JEANS THAT MOVE WITH YOU 


WranglCT co« Real. Comfortable, Jeans, 
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6. SAY 

CHEESE(HEAD) 
Cheese curds are a staple 
in northern Wisconsin 
cuisine. Order a basket, 
along with some house- 
made pretzels, at the 
Angry Minnow Brewing 
Co. (angiyminnow.com). 
Wash it down with a pint 
of River Pig American Pale 
Ale, brewed on-site, for 
Wisconsin’stake on a well- 
balanced meal. 


5. DIVE IN 
Tell yourfish tales at 
the Moccasin Bar (715- 
634-4211), where the 
jarred eggs next to the 
beertap aren’t the only 
things that are pick- 
led. The Moc has color- 
ful locals, a mounted fish 
(which just happens to be 
the world-record muskie), 
and novelty taxidermy — 
including rodents boxing, 
banjoing,and bootlegging. 


4. BELLY OF 
THE BEAST 
Inside the giant muskie 
monument at the Fresh 
Water Fishing Hall of 
Fame (freshwater- 
fishing.org) is a museum 
highlightingthe history 
of angling, including afull 
listing of record-book 
fish. Climb the steps to 
the muskie’s mouth for 
a can’t-go-back-home- 
without-one photo. 


3. REST STOPS 
When the bite is on, it can 
be tough to tearyourself 
away. Stay close to the 
actio n wit h a wee kl o ng va- 
cation at Deer Run Resort 
(deerrunresort-hayward. 
com), which has a private 
boat ramp and five cabins 
right on the Chippewa 
Flowage. For shorter 
stays, the Flat Creek Inn 
(flatcreekhotel.com) of- 
fers nice rooms in town. 


I. THE “BIG CHIP” 

At more than 15,000 
acres, the Chippewa Flow- 
age is Wisconsin’s third 
largest lake. That’s a lot of 
water to cover and hun- 
dreds of islands and bays 
to explore. If it’s your first 
trip here, hire aguide such 
as Ty Sennett (tysennett. 
com), who’s been fishing 
these waters for nearly 30 
years and can reliably put 
you onfeedingfish. 


2. DOUBLE UP 
To upyour odds of boat- 
ingagiant, plan on fishing 
two rods — a quick-strike 
rigfloatinga live sucker 
and a casting outfit tied 
with a Suick Thriller, 

Bull Dawg, or the local fa- 
ll vorite:Shumway’s Funky 
si Chicken. You can pickup 

I everything, plus some 
local Intel, at Jenk’s Bait & 
Tackle (715-462-3055) on 
the way to the lake. 



ESCAPES 


ONWARD TO HAYWARD 

Take a fall-fishing road trip to the 
muskie capital of the world By David Draper 



N LATE FALL, giant muskies go on the 
feed, gorging on ciscoes and whitefish ahead 
of the long winter. Anglers soon follow, con- 
verging on happy little Hayward to target the area’s 
legendary lake monsters. Now is the best time of year 
to catch a 40-plus-pound muskie somewhere short of 
your io,oooth cast. Here’s a guide with tips on where 
to eat, drink, sleep, and — most importantly — fish. © 
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TO BEAT CANCER. 



Julie Bowen 
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It takes all of us to beat cancer. 
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and most Importantly, people like 
you. Join the movement to beat 
cancer at StandUp2Cancer.org 
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HUNTING 


the two key senses you have to beat.” 

Don’t walk across an open field to your 
setup, and always approach and call into 
the wind. South is fond of saying his favor- 
ite cover scents are “Copenhagen and gun 
solvent.” If a coyote is upwind of you, he 
can’t smell you. If he’s downwind, he can. 
Scent-control efforts don’t much matter. 

Responding coyotes frequently try to 
circle downwind of the call, but South 
says you can minimize that with constant 
calling. “Most guys call for 30 seconds or 
so, and then go silent. I don’t turn the 
caller off once it’s on. That makes re- 
sponding coyotes travel a direct route to 
you. If they do end up circling, it’s usually 
because they think they should be able to 
see what they’re hearing — and by then, 
you should have a shot. That’s also where 
decoys can really help.” 

Stick to prey-in-distress sounds right 
now. Rabbit sounds are tough to beat 
wherever you’re hunting. If you call in a 
group and kill one, a ki-yi can work for 
getting a shot at a second coyote. Other- 
wise, avoid coyote vocalizations. “The 
pups are being kicked off to find their 
own territory,” South says, “and they’re 
not looking to challenge anything.” 

Littermates frequently run together 
during the dispersal period, so be pre- 
pared for fast shooting. An AR is the rifle 
of choice in more open areas, and South 
hunts with them almost exclusively. In the 
woods, where opportunities for eastern 
coyotes often unfold, I like a semiauto 
shotgun best. I’ve shot coyotes with a 
couple of specialty predator loads, includ- 
ing Hevi-Shot Dead Coyote and Win- 
chester Xtended Range HD Coyote, as 
well as buckshot and turkey loads. The 
coyote shells are worth the extra money. 
And once you see how much shooting 
you’ll get to enjoy, finishing your deer 
season early will be worth it, too. 0 


V 


ELECTRIFY YOUR SETUP 

Compared with manual calls, elec- 
tronic models are louder and clearer, 
with a much wider range of sounds. 
More important, most are controlled 
by a remote, so you can take an incom- 
ing predator’s focus away from you. 
The Convergent Hunting Solutions 
Bullet HP ($250; convergenthunting. 
com) works with a Bluetooth speaker 
and an appthatturnsyoursmart- 
phone into the remote. It can be oper- 
ated f rom u p to 200 feet away and has 
an integral, motorized decoy. — W.B. 


NOVEMBER’S CALLING 


Got your buck? Time to get after the 
year’s best coyote hunting By Will Brantley 


T WAS A DAMP, chilly November evening, perfect for deer hunting ac- 
tually, but I’d already filled my one buck tag during the early bow season. As 
a teenager, I had just enough restraint to wait for a deer to turn broadside. 

I sat in some brush along the edge of a picked beanfield and started squalling like a 
tortured rabbit, just like I’d seen on a few instructional videos. In 30 seconds, a coyote 
popped into the field and came at me on a dead run. When he slowed to a lope at 40 
yards, I missed him clean with my .30/06. The next week, I got smart, and after calling 
for maybe two minutes, I bagged my first coyote, at 30 yards, with a No. 4 turkey load. 

Hunting eastern coyotes isn’t always like that. Even during a predator hunter’s sup- 
posed bread-and-butter months of January and February, it’s common to go half a 
dozen sets between responses, sometimes many more. What I didn’t know as a teen- 
ager — out there only because I was out of deer tags — is that I was learning to call 
coyotes during the easiest time of year. 


GOOD RECEPTION 

My buddy Byron South — one of the coun- 
try’s top coyote hunters — says November 
is a perfect storm of predator hunting con- 
ditions. “I love to bowhunt deer,” he told 
me during a hunt together last winter, “but 
I try to get my buck killed in October so I 
can start calling coyotes sooner.” 

There are more receptive coyotes in the 
woods now than at any other time. Young- 
adult coyotes born in spring are now being 
kicked out of the pack by the alpha ani- 
mals. Most of them have never heard a 
predator call and are easy pickings. 

The changing landscape makes the 


hunting easier, too. If you examine coyote 
scat in September or October, you’ll prob- 
ably find it as full of berries and persim- 
mon seeds as it is of feathers and fur. 
Coyotes are omnivores, but the first frosts 
nip much of the vegetation and soft mast 
they prefer. When it starts to get cold in 
late fall, they turn their attention to heart- 
ier meals — like rabbits in distress. 

SET FOR SUCCESS 

The fundamentals of a coyote-calling set 
are the same regardless of the calendar. “It’s 
not rocket science,” South says. “When 
you’re calling coyotes, sight and smell are 
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THE TOTAL DUTDOORSMAN 


HIDDEN GEMS 

Your duck blind doesn’t have to be fancy 
to be effective. You just need an eye for 
detail and a bit of ingenuity By t. Edward Nickens 



n STARTED from scratch three 
months ago. Pulled off the old 
burlap, pulled out the old corner 
stakes. This blind wasn’t quite right last 
season. Too many ducks looked too long 
and too hard. It seemed fine to me, 
wedged against a root ball, but I was 
doing the selling, not the buying, and the 
blind lacked in customer satisfaction. So 
on a hot day in August, I tore the blind 
down to bare mud and hauled in a rubber 
tub filled with fresh burlap, camo net- 
ting, cable ties, tomato stakes, wasp 
spray, handsaws, and a portable drill and 
staple gun. I was in no rush. Td work till 
I was invisible. 

When it comes to blinding up on a 
duck hunt. I’m a stickler for details. Those 
hunters who eat Pop-Tarts from the foil 
wrapper while standing up in the blind 
just don’t get it. We flare more birds than 
we realize because half of the birds we 
spook slip off to the side before we even 
see them. How much does tucking away 
shell boxes matter? What difference does 
it make to cut fresh brush? If it makes a 
lo-yard difference to lo percent of the 
birds, that’s enough. When it comes to 
playing hide-and-seek with a black duck 
on full alert, I don’t cut corners. 

BLIND SPDTS 

I’ve hunted from some crazy blinds — 
crazy good and crazy awful — and I’ve 
learned something from each one. In the 
Northwest Territories, I shot whitewing 
scoters from hand-built rock blinds that 
didn’t involve a single nail or square inch 
of netting. I’ve kicked back in an Arkansas 
double-decker blind with a cook kitchen 
and bunk room. What made it work were 
six guys who didn’t move a boot toe when 
the ducks were overhead. My buddy Scott 
Wood and I once dug trenches in the mud 
beside a North Dakota wheatfield puddle, 
and covered ourselves with mud and stub- 
ble. Nothing swanky about that, but when 
you’ve got nothing to work with, it’s best 
to do as little as possible. It’s about mind- 
ing the details. Once on a sea duck hunt, 
my guide anchored a 24-foot white fiber- 
glass boat off a Chesapeake Bay marsh 
spit, tossed out decoys, cranked up the 
radio, and told us to load up. He was 
wearing white Chuck Taylors. We didn’t 
shoot a duck, and didn’t deserve to. 

The most interesting blind I’ve hunted 
from was at the end of a miles-long airboat 
ride at dawn to an empty arm of the Great 
Salt Lake, the Wasatch Mountains rising 
like a mirage in the distance. Thin marsh 
straggled across the water a few hundred 
yards away, but otherwise we were sur- 
rounded by 5 inches of mirror-flat water. 
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We lay out in coffin blinds that barely 
touched the lake bottom, as exposed as 
dead clams at low tide. But around our 
coffin blinds were hundreds of plastic sil- 
houette decoys — ducks, geese, and coots 
with not even an eye dot for detail. In the 
low sun, each bird cast a shadow image of 
itself, doubling the appearance of the 
spread. The coffin blinds were mere black 
blobs in a dark cloud of 500 other black 
blobs. Greenwing teal and northern shov- 
elers piled in without a blink. It was a bril- 
liant sleight of hand. We were hiding in 
plain sight. 

That’s the trick. 

VANISHING ACT 

Back in the swamp, I was after something 
a bit more substantial than a magic mirror 
trick. I’d leased the swamp, so this blind 
was staying put. I had to figure out a place 
for the dog, and Jack was old enough now 
to want to bring along a hunting pal. This 
blind had to be larger than the last. Before 
I started pounding in corner stakes, I put 
my duck glasses on. 

What didn’t the ducks like? What was 
making them nervous? Maybe the blind 


caught too much early sun. If I angled it a 
few feet toward the south, that would give 
it another hour in the shade. And most of 
the birds flew from the north end of the 
swamp and came in high. From that angle, 
the blind might have appeared as a dark slit 
on the end of an island, something off just 
enough to steer them away. I cut a couple 
of cedars from the nearby woods to place 
across the top of the blind once we were in 
position. And to mitigate the larger box 
shape, I cut a holly sapling and jammed it 
into the mud inside the blind, against the 
back wall. I’d never tried that before. It 
would stay leafed out all season long, and 
we could trim any offending boughs on the 


first morning’s hunt. It gave the blind a 3D 
look that helped it melt away. 

I held off on any hunter comforts: no 
bench seat, no place to stash a heater, no 
way to fry bacon. We’d walk in with bis- 
cuits, sit on a bucket, and hunker down 
and hunt. 

When I finished I was drenched with 
sweat and bleeding from cuts and 
scratches. I stepped back to take a gander. 
That blind held the DNA of Great Plains 
pit blinds and Great Salt Lake granite 
cliffs and green timber hides in the Mis- 
sissippi bottoms. It was perfect, even 
though it didn’t look like much. In fact, it 
looked like nothing at all. ® 



A HIGH-TECH FOWL-WEATHER SWEATER 

Don’t let its whitetail hunting pedigree fool you: Sitka’s new Fanatic Hoody ($189; 
sitkagear.com) does double duty for beaver-pond and timber duck hunters. The 
Elevated II camouflage pattern is spot-on, and you can vanish into the trees with 
the integrated facemask inside the hood. The fleece interior is body-mapped and 
gridded to dump heat on the dark walk to the timber hole, and the flip-over 
mittens ensure that you’re neverwithout a warm trigger finger. — T.E.N. 
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If You Own a Taurus Pistol 
A Settlement Has Been Proposed in a Class 
Action Lawsuit that Alleges Safety Defects 

The Settlement Provides an Enhanced Warranty, 
Safety Training, and a Cash Payment for Returned Pistols 

The United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Florida authorized this notice. 

Para una notificacion en Espahol, visitar 
WWW. TaurusCarterSettlement.com 

What’s This About? 

There is a proposed class action settlement about alleged safety defects 
in certain Taurus-branded pistols. This lawsuit alleges that Class Pistols 
(defined below) may unintentionally fire with the safety in the “on” or 
“safe” position, and may unintentionally fire when dropped or bumped. 
The Taurus Companies^ (“Taurus”) stand by the Class Pistols and deny 
all allegations of wrongdoing and liability. 

Who’s Included? 

You may be a Settlement Class Member and have rights under this 
settlement if you are a resident or entity of the United States, Puerto 
Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, or Guam and own one or more of the following 
Taurus-branded firearms on July 30, 2015: PT-111 Millennium; 
PT-132 Millennium; PT-138 Millennium; PT-140 Millennium; 
PT-145 Millennium; PT-745 Millennium; PT-609; PT-640; and 
PT-24/7 (the “Class Pistols”).^ The settlement doesn’t include Taurus 
G2 model pistols. 

What Does The Settlement Provide? 

Settlement Class Members may return their Class Pistol to Taurus (with 
shipping paid by Taurus) and receive up to $200 per pistol, depending on 
the total number returned, not to exceed $30 million. The exact payment 
amount will be determined after the return deadline has passed and the 
exact number of returned Class Pistols is known. If you return your 
Class Pistol for a payment, it will not be returned to you even if the 
payment is less than you want. 

Also, Taurus will provide a free, transferrable lifetime enhanced warranty 
that will allow owners to submit warranty claims at any time. Taurus will 
pay shipping and inspection costs, and will repair or replace the pistol 
as necessary. Taurus will also provide safety training to all Settlement 
Class Members. Taurus will pay for notice and administration, a class 
representative award of up to $15,000, and Class Counsels’ attorneys’ 
fees and costs up to $9 million, payable over 4 years. 

How Do You Ask For A Payment? 

You must submit a claim form and return your Class Pistol to receive 
a payment. Shipping is prepaid by Taurus. You can only submit a 
claim form after the settlement is finally approved and any appeals are 
concluded. This date is not yet known. You may register now through 
the website to get information about when you can submit a claim form. 
Visit the website to determine when you can submit a claim. If the Court 
approves the settlement and there are no appeals, the claims period will 
run from approximately February 24, 2016 until June 23, 2016. 

What Are Your Other Options? 

If you don’t want to be bound by the settlement, you must exclude yourself 
by December 14, 2015, or you won’t be able to sue, or continue to sue, 
Taurus about the legal claims in this case. If you exclude yourself, you 
can’t get money from this settlement. You may object to this settlement 
by sending an objection by December 14, 2015 and you may have to give 
a deposition. Objections and opt-outs will be public record, even if they 
contain the identity of Settlement Class Members. Detailed information 
is on the website. If you do nothing, you will still receive the lifetime 
enhanced warranty and safety training but will not receive a payment, and 
you will still be bound by the settlement. 

Before money is paid, the Court will hold a Final Approval hearing 
on January 20, 2016, to consider whether to approve the settlement. 
You may attend the hearing, but you don’t have to. The Court will also 
consider the request for attorneys’ fees and costs and an incentive award. 
The motion for attorneys’ fees, costs and awards will be on the website. 

This is only a Summary. For detailed information, call toll-free 
l-(844) 528-0180, or visit www.TaurusCarterSettlement.com , or write 
to Carter v. Forjas Taurus, c/o Heffler Claims Group, RO. Box 230, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-0230. 

^The “Taurus Companies” means Forjas Taurus, S.A., Taurus Holdings, 
Inc. and Taurus International Manufacturing, Inc. The Taurus Companies 
are the Defendants in the class action lawsuit. 

^The “PRO” series of each model is included. 


^ { It m P F I R E 



CONSERVATION 


HEROES OF CONSERVATION 

A muskie fisherman creates an all- 
volunteer program to get thousands of 
kids involved in the outdoors By Mike Toth 


O N 2008 , Bushnick was 
volunteering for an 
overnight youth fish- 
ing event when a young son of 
one of the fathers on the trip 
was asked what it was that he 
wanted most. The boy replied, 
"To go fishing with my dad, 
but he’s always working,” and 
then started crying. 

The experience so moved 
Bushnick that in 2010 he 
founded the Youth Conserva- 
tion Alliance, which is an all- 
volunteer organization with the 
overall goal of teaching kids 
about the outdoors through 
hunting and fishing. 

The group’s multifaceted ap- 


proach includes fishing days 
with an emphasis on muskies, 
field and camping trips, wild- 
life and environmental study 
programs, school seminars, and 
other events that strive to in- 
volve the entire community. 

The YCA now has several 
hundred volunteers and sup- 
porters who have reached well 
over 10,000 kids through the 
fishing and educational events. 

"When a kid walks up to 
you and gives you a hug and 
says, ‘Thank you,’ that’s cool,” 
says Bushnick, 51, a former 
computer networking special- 
ist. "That’s what this is all 
about.” 0 


TELL US YOUR STORY! 


Nominate yourself or a friend as a 
Hero of Conservation. Projects 
featured here receive a $500 grant. 


www.TaurusCarterSettlement.com 









Accessories Available for 


Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 


American Customers 
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Canadian Customers 1 

■■ European Customers 

. WeatherTech.com 


WeatherTech.ca ■ 

WeatherTechEurope.com 
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ELK CORN DOGS 

Give your big-game sausage a crowd- pleasing 
(i.e. deep-frie^ twist By Jonathan Miles 

This state-fair knockout actually comes from the Four Seasons Resort in 
Vail, Colo., where executive chef Kevin Erving serves his elk corn dogs. 
The process is a multiday one, so a measure of ambition helps. If you run 
out of ambition, however, you can skip the battering and just grill or broil 
the sausages instead— serving them as hot dogs rather than corn dogs, in 
other words. Either way, you’re tasting franks at their wildest. 



Photograph by PLAMEN PETKOV 


ROSCOE BETSILL (FOOD STYLING) 





INGREDIENTS 

2 lb. elk (or venison), cubed 
1 V2 lb. fatback or pork shoulder, diced 
1 V2 Tbsp. kosher salt 
2 tsp. pink curing salt 

1 Tbsp. Colman’s mustard powder 

2 tsp. paprika 

1 tsp. ground coriander 

1 tsp. black pepper 

2 Tbsp. minced garlic 
1 tsp. celery seed 

3 Tbsp. light corn syrup 
Hog casings, soaked 
1V2 cups flour 

V2 cup yellow cornmeal 
iV2tsp. salt 
1 Tbsp. baking powder 
I’ATbsp. sugar 
1 cup whole milk 

4 Tbsp. cornstarch 
Oil, for deep frying 


I Make the sausage; Put the elk and fatback 
or pork into the freezer for a while, until it’s 
about 35 degrees — very cold but not frozen. 
Using a nneat grinder, grind the elk and fatback 
through the fine die. (Alternatively, you can 
process in a food processor, in snnall batches, 
until finely ground.) Combinethe nnixture 
with the kosher and pink salts and 1% cup cold 
water and cure in the refrigerator, covered, 
for at least 24 hours and up to 48 hours. 


2 Add the mustard, paprika, coriander, pep- 
per, garlic, celery seed, and corn syrup 
and combine well. Transfer the mixture to the 
freezer and chill until it’s brittle but not frozen. 
Working in small batches, process the mixture 
inafood processor until it’s smooth and tacky. 


3 Stuff the mixture into the soaked hog cas- 
ings and twist into 4-inch links. Poke each 
link once with a skewer or fork and refriger- 
ate overnight. 

4 Smoke the sausages at 200 degrees until 
they reach an internal temperature of 140 
degrees. (Alternatively, you can put them on 


a roasting pan in a 200-degree oven and roast 
them to the same internal temperature.) Re- 
frigerate until ready to fry. 


5 Make the batter: Combine the flour, corn- 
meal, salt, baking powder, and sugar in a me- 
dium bowl. Add the milk and stir, with a wooden 
spoon, just enough to combine; lumps are O.K. 
Allow the mixture to rest for about 10 minutes. 


B Bringthe oil to 350 degrees in a deep fryer 
or Dutch oven. 


7 Batterthe corn dogs: Transfer some of the 
batter into atall drinkingglass. Scatterthe 
cornstarch onto a plate, and one by one, roll 
the sausages in the cornstarch until lightly 
dredged, shaking off any excess. Slide the 
sausage onto a wooden skewer or chopstick 
and then dip into the batter in the glass, al- 
lowing any excess to drip off. Immediately 
place the battered sausage into the hot oil 
and fry until the coating is golden brown, 
about4to 5 minutes. Repeat with the remain- 
ing sausages, refilling the glass as needed, and 
serve the corn dogs hot. Serves 12 or more 
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OWN THE 
POINT 

Be ready— not 
rattled— when 
that covey of 
bobwhites ex- 
plodes right at 
your feet 
By T. Edward Nickens 


■ A bird dog locked on point has done its job. The rest is up to you. 

Walking in to a point requires a quick analysis of shooting sce- 
narios and safety considerations. Wade Meacham, head guide and 
dog trainer at North Carolina’s Webb Farm (thewebbfarm.com), 
details the game plan for holding up your end of the bargain. 









-> END GAME Be prepared for 
the tail-end Charlie — that one bird 
that frequently sticks around after 
the flush. Have your shells acces- 
sible. “The guys who kill the most 
birds ” Meacham says, “are often 
the ones who reload quickly.” 


-> WATCH THE BACK When one 
dog sees another dog on point, it 
should point as well. Thafs called 
backing a point, and it prevents 
the second dog from bumping the 
birds. Try not to walk too close to 
or in front of a backing dog; you 
could break its concentration. 


HOLD THE LINE “Approach 
the point together with your hunt- 
ing partners, and stay in line so 
that no guns are too far forward,” 
Meacham says. Your safe shooting 
arc extends straight ahead and 
out 90 degrees away from the op- 
posite gunner. For safety, decide 
beforehand if the group will shoot 
birds that fly behind the line. 


-> FORWARD THINKING Getting 
your feet into a good position is 
tough in heavy cover, but if pos- 
sible, shift your weight forward 
so you’ll lean into the rise. That 
way, recoil has minimal effect on 
your second shot. 






FIGURE THE WIND Don’t 
just jump out of the truck and 
start hunting. “The easy place 
to enter a field might not be the 
best place,” Meacham says. You 
want the wind in your face or 
crossing, never at your back. “It’s 
worth taking the dogs through the 
woods for 10 minutes to enter a 
field with a favorable wind.” 


’■> PLAN YOUR SHOT Most birds 
will fly to heavy cover, winging 
with the wind if possible. Antici- 
pate the flight path and visualize 
where you’re going to stop for the 
shot. “You don’t want to post up 
in brush where you can’t swing or 
with a big tree close,” Meacham 
says. “Birds know to put a tree be- 
tween you and them pretty fast.” 


TRUST THE NOSE The human 
nose has about 6 million olfactory 
receptors. A dog’s? Up to 300 mil- 
lion. “Always trust the dog, and 
work every point like it’s going off 
live,” Meacham says. In the right 
conditions, a good dog can point a 
bird from 50 yards away, but most 
birds will be within 10 yards. 


-> ONE AT A TIME Most people 
rush their first shot. “Quickness 
counts,” Meacham advises, “but 
you do have some time, so tell 
yourself as you walk up: Relax. 
Find one bird and shoot one 
bird.” Don’t switch birds until the 
first one falls. 



QUAIL KIT 

Must-haves for the 
bobwhite hunter 



[f] DAN*S HUNTING 
GEAR DUCK SHIRT 

The duck refers to the cotton 
cloth on the shirt’s torso, but 
the brier-proof arms, shoul- 
ders, and chest let you push 
through the nastiest cover. $57; 

danshuntinggear.com 



[2] GUNNER 
KENNEL*S Gl KENNEL 

It’s ridiculously overbuilt (it’ll 
stop a shotgun blast at seven 
paces), but it protects your 
most valuable hunting tool: 
your tail -wagging pal. $485; 
gunnerkennels.com 



[3] CHIPPEWA 17-INCH 
BRIAR PITSTOP SNAKE BOOT 

Many snake boots are stiff and 
chafing. These are not, and 
I pushed them hard. They’re 
waterproof and very comfort- 
able. $310; chippewaboots.com 
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POCKET 


TURN A RUSTY FOLDER V * 

INTO AN HEIRLOOM X / 

> By Michael Pendley 

New pocketknives are 
shiny and razor- sharp. 

But old, beat-up knives tell 
the story of the person who 
carried them. If you own 
such a knife* here’s how to 
clean it up without wiping 
away all of its history, so you 
can pass it down. 


[ 1 ] 

Start with a thorough 
cleaning. An old tooth- 
brush and a can of 
Birchwood Casey Gun 
Scrubber will remove 
most ofthe dirt and 
crud. Reach deep into 
blade channels with 
a stiff nylon bristle 
brush. Use a Mr. Clean 
Magic Eraser to scrub 


awayyears of ground- 
in gunk in the handle. 

[ 2 ] 

Reshape broken tips 
by removing metal 
from the back ofthe 
blade to regain the 
original contour. The 
easiest way to do this 
is by stroking it over 
a coarse stone in a 


circular motion. Avoid 
grinding wheels or 
belts, as they can over- 
heat the blade and 
alter the temper ofthe 
metal. 

[3] 

To remove surface 
rust,dipthe blade in 
CLR Rust Remover and 
buff it with a rotary 


tool equipped with a 
fine brass wire brush. 

[4] 

To polish the blade, 
switch the wire brush 
toafelt polishing 
wheel. Dipthe wheel 
into polishingcom- 
pound and set to work 
on the blades until they 
shine. Finish the blades 


with a new polishing 
wheel and a metal 
paste polish like Flitz. 

[5] 

Add a drop or two 
of oil to the joints 
and finish the job by 
sharpeningthe blades. 
If you aren’t one of 
those gifted folk who 
can hone a blade on a 


stone until it’s shaving- 
sharp, use a kit like 
those from Lansky or a 
belt sharpener like the 
Work Sharp System. 

[ 6 ] 

Pass it on. When you 
are finished withyour 
knife, make sure it goes 
to ayoung person who 
will continue the story. 
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COLD-WEATHER PAHERNS 

THREE NYMPHS THAT WILL QUICKLY 
THAW THE APPETITES OF FROST- 
BREWED TROUT > By Erin Block 





B For anglers who have thick skin 
and patience, the looming cold 
months offer less crowded trout rivers 
and lakes. Everything from the water to 
your casts to the fish may move slower 
in winter, but what doesn’t slow down 
are the bugs. Midges are always hatch- 
ing somewhere, usually during bankers’ 
hours from 10 a.m. to 2 P.M., when the 
sun peaks. You may see surface takes, 
but more often than not, it’s the driven 
nympher that hooks more chilled- out 
trout. These three patterns are musts for 
your winter arsenal. 


Tungsten Zebra Midge 

SIZES 18-20 
Arguably the most pro- 
ductive winter pattern 
ever created, this fly 
sinks quickly relative to 
its size when tied with 
a tungsten beadhead. 

The Zebra is versatile; it 
works well in swift and 
still water. Use it as a 
dropper below a dry fly 
or indicator, or in tandem 
with a heavier nymph 
pattern. 


JuJu Baetis 

SIZES 20-22 
Created by Charlie 
Craven, this fly is made 
to imitate a bluewing 
olive nymph for notori- 
ously picky trout. While 
the beadhead version 
catches fish, I prefer the 
unweighted JuJu. IPs the 
perfectly to sink below 
a dry pattern in shallow 
moving water, and when 
tied on a larger hook, it 
also kills in still water. 


Black Beauty 

SIZES 22-24 

Pat Dorsey designed this 
lightly weighted version 
of the Zebra Midge spe- 
cifically for fishing Colo- 
rado's South Platte, which 
isatailwater. It shines in 
long, slowtailwater runs 
anywhere in the country, 
and when rigged below a 
tungsten nymph or split 
shot, it floats through 
feeding lanes with a con- 
vincing natural drift. 


Dark Secrets 

Humans may boast op- 
posablethumbs,but 
trout are able to see ul- 
traviolet light — that is, 
beyond violet, which is 


the highest frequency in 
the visible spectrum for 
our eyes. Water absorbs 
I ight acco rd i ng to wave- 
length. Longer wave- 


lengths, such as red and 
orange, are absorbed 
quickly nearthe surface; 
whereas the shorter 
wavelengths of green. 


blue, and violet are vis- 
ible at greater depths. 
Fish evolved to see 
movement and contrast 
at the expense of great 


detail,so in low-light win- 
ter conditions, a high- 
contrast fly, such as one 
in black and silver, is usu- 
ally most effective. — E.B. 
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GROUND-FLOOR LAKERS 

YOU DON’T NEED DOWNRIGGERS 
-OR EVEN A BOAT-TO HOOK 
BIG LATE-FALL LAKE TROUT 

> By Mark Modoski 


D Fishing for lake trout usually 
goes hand in hand with big 
boats, downriggers, and cannonball- 
size trolling weights. Most of the 
year, motoring to the deep water 
these fish inhabit is the only way to 
get them on the line. But if you’re not 
armed for big- water battle, you’re 
in luck, because there’s no better 
time than now to hook lakers from 
shore. As water temps creep closer 
and closer to the freezing point, lake 
trout emerge from the depths to feed 
shallow— putting themselves in your 
casting range. All you need to con- 
nect is a far- casting rod, the right 
lure, and a little savvy. 



V GUIDED SHARP.....„^ 

■ Pivot-Response technoldy; 
fnt^TChangeabie guides and abras! 


FASlEASYiVERYTIME; 


- KNIFE &T00LSHARPENER 
KENONIDNEDinON 

Adjustable sharpening guide ft 5* -30') 
• Variable speed control -- 




KNIFE & TOOL SHARPENER 

• Precis Ion' sharpening gui des • 

Fleidble abrasive belts (coarse, medium, fine) 


DAVID W. SKOK 






MAP QUEST 


A lake contour map is a must 
for success at catching lakers 
with your feet on land. Locate a 
stretch where deep water cuts in 
close to the shoreline. Although 
lake trout can be anywhere in 
the water column atthistime 
of year, hitting a spot where the 
fish have fast access to deep 
water is a smart move. Focus 
on sandbars and rocky points 
alongyour target stretch, as 
these bottom structures hold 
more heat, thereby warmingthe 
water and attracting the baitfish 
the lakers are hunting. 


The farther you can cast the 
better, so opt for a medium- 
to heavy-action spinning rod 
that’s at least 8 feet long. The 
rod should be rated to bomb 
lures weighingas much as 
1 ounce. I prefer to spool with 8- 
to 12-pound-test monofilament 
for its abrasion resistance in 
rocky areas; however, braid will 
earn you a little more casting 
distance. No matter which line 
you choose, lakers are wary, so 
adding a 2-foot fluorocarbon 
leader to lower visibility is never 
a bad idea. 


LONG RANGE 


Lake trout feed closest to 
shore early in the morning, and 
then slide deeper as the sun 
gets higher. Start out cast- 
ingsmaller, lighter spoons or 
spinners such as a Blue Fox 
Vibrax, close to shore. These 
lures hit with minimal splash,so 
the/re less likely to spook trout 
in skinny water. As afternoon 
approaches, switch to a Little 
Cleo, which is heavier. The 
higherthe sun,thefartheryou 
should cast. At sunset, scale 
backyour lure weight and start 
fishing closer again. 


Take a Shine 
The Little Cleo 
has enough 
weight to reach 
lake trout from 
the bank. 


EARLY TG RISE 
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Surrounded by open space and perpetual silence. 
We are pursuing more than wild game In the field. 
We are following our passion to find 
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SMOKE ON THE WATER 

HOW TO BUILD A DEADLY DUCK 
LOAD FOR YOUR BLACKPOWDER 
SHOTGUN > By David Draper 

B Modern waterfowling is heavy 
on face paint and autoloaders. 
Bring some class back to the blind 
with a blackpowder shotgun. Pick- 
ing up a mallard from the decoys is 
never more satisfying than when 
you’re surrounded by a cloud of white 
smoke. Most replica shotguns, like 
the Classic Side-by-Side (shown) 
made for Cabela’s by Pedersoli, are 
safe for use with steel shot, too. Here’s 
how to create an excellent pattern. 

Powder Down 

Opt for Goex FFg black powder, since 
modern blackpowder substitutes can generate 
too much pressure and blowthe pattern. One 
hundred grains is usually about rightforaduck 
load, butyou may experiment with io grains on 
either side of that to get the best results. 

Cushion the Blow 

A thin piece of cardboard over the powder 
creates a tight gas seal to push the shot out of 
the barrel, while the fiber wad protects the 
shot cupfrom the initial blast of ignition. 

Get a Cup 

A plastic shot cup makes for tighter patterns, 
but just as important, it protects the barrel 
from the abrasion of steel shot. Use the ramrod 
to seat it f i rm ly agai nst the wad. 

Go 50-50 

As a rule, the best load for all blackpowder shot- 
gunning is equal measures, by volume, of shot 
to powder. For ducks, fill the powder measure 
with 100 grains of No. 4 steel shot and pour it 
down the barrel. Gently tappingthe buttstock 
against the ground will settlethe pellets into 
the shot cup. 

Seal the Deal 

Slip another piece of cardboard down the 
muzzle and press it firmly against the shot. This 
serves the same purpose as ashotshell crimp, 
sealingoutthe elements and preventingyour 
duck load from rollingoutthe end of the barrel. 
Finally, place a percussion cap on the nipple, 
and you’re ready to smoke some feathers. 



Grab your gun and 
add these key in- 
gredients for the 
perfect duck-load 
recipe. 








COLD STORAGE 

CHILL YOUR FISHING 
LINE FOR A LONGER 
SHELF LIFE 

# Bulk spools 
of fluorocarbon 
and high-quality 
monofilament 
aren’t cheap, but 
the reason you pay 
up is to have a few 
seasons’ worth of 
line on hand when 
you need it, right? 
Rather than let your 
investments roast 
on a garage shelf, 
orsit in acabinet in 
your dank base- 
ment, store them in 
your freezer. 

Overtime, ex- 
posure to mois- 
ture, sunlight, and 
seasonal tempera- 
ture swings can 
degrade monofila- 
ment and fluoro- 
carbon. The cold, 
dark, humidity-free 
environment where 
your Hot Pockets 
and fish fillets live, 
on the other hand, 
provides a stable, 
dry climate that 
can keep a spool of 
line — or fly tippet — 
fresh indefinitely. 

— JOECERMELE 


Photographs by DAN SAELINGER 
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THEJIHPLE ACT OF FISHING, PRESERVES FISHING 


Every time you purchase a fishing license or register your boat, a portion of the proceeds go toward preserving 
our nation's coastlines* lakes, rivers and streams. Protecting our memories on ttie water For generations to come. 

Learn more atTakeMePishing.org/Conservation TAKEHEFISHtNGrorg 
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TREED TALK 

THE HARDWOODS BECOME A SQUIR- 
REL DOGGER’S PLAYGROUND THIS 
TIME OE YEAR. THREE EXPERTS DISH 
ON THEIR EAVORITE DOGS AND BEST 
TACTICS > By T. Edward Nickens 


Squirrel hunting with dogs has all 
the excitement of old-time coon 
hunting, but it’s easily managed on pub- 
lic lands and smaller forest tracts. Below, 
three squirrel- dog breeders share their 
thoughts on the best dogs for treeing 
bushytails— and the best way to get a clear 
shot at a squirrel hiding in the tall timber. 




FEIST 


LEE MOORE 

phoenixsquirreldogs. 

com 


Where I Hunt 

The Mississippi Delta. 



LADNER BLACKMOUTH CUR 



My Kind of Dog... 

...is a little feist, 20 to 25 
pounds. A small dog is 
easyto handle, andyou 
can fit more than one in 
a dog box. I think most 
feists use their eyes 
more than a cur, and 
tree the squirrel a little 
quicker. I don’t like a real 
loud, hard-barking dog, 
either. I’d rather hear 
what the other hunters 
are saying and where 
they’re moving. 


ORIGINAL MOUNTAIN CUR 


Potshot Trick 

Use agreen laser pointer 
and run that dot right 
onto the squirrel. Even if 
your buddy can’t see the 
squirrel, you just say: “You 
see my dot? Shoot it.” 


PAULHILLIS 

hillisbiackmouthcurs. 

com 

Where I Hunt 

Texas riverbottom. 

My Kind of Dog... 

...is a Ladner black- 
mouth cur. Their lines 
go back more than 200 
years. They vary in size 
upto 90 pounds, but I 
likea40-to 50-pound 
dog. Bigger dogs will tire 
out faster, and they tend 
to go around thickets 
that a little dog will go 


through. Blackmouth 
curs have amazing wind- 
ing ability. They’ll walk 
ontheirtwo hind legs, 
like a kangaroo, with 
their nose intheairtry- 
ingtosmell asquirrel. 

Potshot Trick 

Hunt with three or four 
people. One guy jerks on 
avine or shakes bushes 
togetthe squirrel to 
move. Everybody else 
surroundsthetree. 
Somebody will get a 
shot. 


CHUCK LQUDIN 

mountainstatekennels. 

com 

Where I Hunt 

West Virginia 
mountains. 


My Kind of Dog... 

...is a purebred original 
mountain cur. I’m a 

hound guy from way 
back, and I like the simi- 
larities between treeing 
walkers and original 
mountain curs. Curstend 
to range out a bit farther, 
and they run a track by 
scent. I like watching 
them work a good track. 
When they tree, they’re 
up on the tree, staying 
tight and barking plenty, 
likeahound. 

Potshot Trick 

Treed squirrelstend to 
move suddenly, so keep 
thescopeonyour.22 
set to low power. That 
way, when he dashes 
out of your crosshairs, 
you can track him until 
he stops again. 


Illustrations by MAY VAN MILLINGEN 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM | 43 









xpoRTunnn'j roteb 



SKILLS 


READING SHAD 

BEFORE LAUNCHING A FULL- ON 
FALL BASS ATTACK, TAKE SOME 
TIME TO STUDY THEIR PREY 

> By Dave Wolak 


B Come late fall, one of the sur- 
est ways to score the last big 
bass bites of the season is to get 
yourself up a creek. While the main 
lake may be chilly, creek arms are 
likely to be a few degrees warmer, 
and therefore magnets for shad 
schools and the bass that eat them. 
What makes the game so fun is that 
it’s visual; shad fly through the air 
as largemouths attack, boiling and 
splashing as they feed. But the er- 
ror most anglers commit is to move 
in on the first shad school they find 
and cast right into the fray. Quite 
often, you spook more fish than you 
catch. Patience is a virtue here, and 
if you’ve got some, my plan will 
keep you in the action longer. 




POST UP 

Before casting, find an 
area away from where you 
expect to see shad that 
gives you a good vantage 
point. Now just stay put 
and watch. Eat a sand- 
wich if youYe bored, but 
spend at least 20 minutes 
observingthe shad from 
a distance. Once they give 
up their location, break 
out binoculars to get a 
closer look. Assumethe 
bait — and any bass attack- 
ingthem — will change 
their behaviorto some 
degree when you get in 
close with the boat. This 
is why iPsso important to 
get a read on the activity 
before taking action. 


DIVIDE AND CONQUER 

As you watch the schools, 
separate the creek into 
quadrants, noting which 
one has the most shad. You 
can assume this quadrant 
will also hold more bass. 
Pay attention to how the 
shad react to everything 
from a bass attack, to a 
boat wake, to a bi rd swoop- 
ing overhead. Does the 
school dive? Push to the 
bank? Slide downstream? 
The idea is to figure out 
theirtimingand direction 
so you can be one step 
ahead. If the school spooks 
when you get into casting 
range, you want to throw 
where you think theyYe 
goingto pop up again. 


HITGRDUNDZERD 

Smaller bass will chase the 
school around, but big bass 
often pickan ambush point 
and wait for the buffet 
to come to them. Once 
youVe figured out where 
the bulk of the shad are 
hanging, and how theyYe 
moving, look for places 
likely to hold a big bass. 
This can be anythingfrom 
a laydown tree, to a boul- 
der, to a dock. Pay atten- 
tion to what happens when 
the shad pass one of these 
ambush points. If they get 
smashed, fish the attack 
spot first. White spinner- 
baits, silver crankbaits, and 
natural-colored jerkbaits 
are all great lure choices. 
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If you hunt out of a deer camp with friends and family, you know that it’s one of the highlights of the year... if not the highlight. 


And in the evenings, you probably sit around the camp table with family and friends and discuss all kinds of deer-hunting 
related things: Should we do anything to improve the deer herd? Are we hunting the right way? How do we get that wallhanger 
that no one can seem to pattern? Can anybody beat the practical joke that we played on the new guy last season? 


Some of these questions you may be able to answer. Others, maybe not. That’s why we called on our deer-hunting experts 
to answer them for you. These hunters know more about deer and deer hunting than most anybody— and their answers may 

help you put more bucks on your deer pole this year. Good hunting! 




How do you kill a nocturnal buck? 

It’s very difficult. Usually the rut is your best bet to catch a big 
buck slipping up and moving in daylight. You can do it earlier or 
later in the year, but moving in tight to where they are bedding 
can be risky. 

How much time do you invest in one stand location during the 
rut before moving to another? 

It all depends on the wind direction. We definitely have our go-to 
spots that we hunt during the rut, but we still try not to over-hunt 
areas, even during November. 

You’re in your stand looking at a 190-inch non typical, a 170- 
inch typical, and a 165-inch clean 8 pointer. Which one do 
you shoot? 

Easy. Whichever gives me the shot first! If they all give me a shot, 
though. I’m shootingthe 190. Biggerthe better! 


Michael Hunsucker, President and Executive Producer of 
Heartiand Bawhuntar, has been involved with the show since it's 
irtceptlcnin2D07. Mike took hisfirst P&Ywhitetaifattheageof 16, 
Since then he has taken numerous trophy whitetails with archery 
equipment and has documented a majority of them on film. From 


You can have one deer call to use all season. What is it? (No 
cheating with the multi-sound, all-in-one calls, either.) 

A grunt call, no doubt. Deer are vocal animals and grunting is more 
common than most hunters realize. 

What is your one must-have piece of gear for deer hunting? 

For bowhunting, hunting the wind is crucial, and having a wind 
indicator to check the wind is extremely important. If the wind 
isn’t right, don’t be afraid to back out and move stands. 


scouting nearly every day in the summer to shed hunting in the 
spring, Mike is in the field nearly every day of the year. 


Tell us about the best hunt you’ve ever had at your deer camp. 

I killed the biggest buck of my life in North Dakota on opening day 
of season. It was a drought year and we were concentrating on 
hunting water sources. We set up over a little waterhole and had six 
bucks come in together. I was able to arrow the biggest one still in 
full velvet, scoring 175. 


What steps do you take for scent concealment, and how much 
do you think it matters? 

When it comes to scent control, anything and everything you can 
do helps. Whether it’ssprayingdown, washingclothes, ordressing 
in the field it can’t hurt! Hunting the wind is the key regardless of 
how cautious you are, however. 

All else being equal, how high do you place your treestands 
for bowhunting? 

We try to hang around 20 feet It’s high enough to be hidden well 
and still have a good shot angle at deer. Every set-up is different, 
though, depending on the area and surroundings. 

When is the absolute best time to use a deer decoy? 

My favorite time to use a decoy is during the seeking phase in late 
October and early November. The first few does have come into 
estrus and the bucks are cruising, looking for that one receptive doe. 






Jim Shockey has been an award-winning outdoor writer, wildlife 
photographer/videographer, wilderness guide and outfitter for 
nearly 30 years. He is accomplished in archery, muzzleloader and 
rifle, and has traveled worldwide in pursuit of hunting adventures. 
Jim has attained 13 Boone and Crockett all-time record entries 
and is the first hunter to complete the “North American super 
slam” and “ultimate slam” using only a muzzleloader. 


What steps do you take for scent concealment, and how much 
do you think it matters? 

I’m terrible at doing anything proactive to keep from smelling like 
I’ve been hunting in a showerless camp for a month straight! So I 
justtry and workthe wind, ratherthan maskmysmell. 

All else being equal, how high do you place your treestands 
for bowhunting? How high is too high? 

I preferground blinds. I don’t trust trees. 

When is the absolute best time to use a deer decoy? 

When you are huntinga place that the deercan seethe decoy from 

a long way away, such as from a ground blind on a snowy hill with 

the decoy against the white 

snow. Abuckwill beableto see 

the decoy from a distance and 

can be rattled in easily. 


How do you kill a nocturnal buck? 

Poachers use spotlights, but hunters have to rely on patience, lots 
of it. Eventually every buck, no matter how nocturnal, makes a 
mistake and the hunter just hasto be there when the buckwalks by 
hisstand in the middle of the day. 

It’s the heat of the rut, and you’re in a bow stand. Is your bow 
on a hanger (within easy reach) or in your hand? Why? 

On a hanger. Otherwise you can’t sit still enough. Every hunter 
will wiggle and change hands and get cramps and sore arms from 
holdingtheir bow. If it’s not comfortable, the hunter won’t sit still 
long enough. And you can always pull your bow off the hanger when 
you know the buck isn’t looking. 

How much time do you invest in one stand location during the 
rut before moving to another? 

I will sit for 23 days straight as long as the wind is right. I’ve done 
exactly that to kill my biggest buck ever, a 190-plus giant from 
Saskatchewan. 

You’re in your stand looking at a 190-inch non typical, a 
170-inch typical, and a 165-inch clean 8 pointer. Which one 
do you shoot? 

The non typical every time. I’m a sucker for junk! 



You can have one deer call 
to use all season. What is 
it? (No cheating with the 
multi-sound, all-in-one calls, 
either.) 

I use my voice. Our giant 
Saskatchewan whitetails have 
deeper grunts than most calls 
made today. 
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Terry and Mark Drury have been producing cutting-edge, state- 
of-the-art hunting videos since 1989. The brothers, both serious 
hunters of true trophy deer, have spent thousands of hours in the 
whitetail woods pursuing their craft and have amassed a body of 
knowledge about hunting tactics, land management, and deer 
behavior that is nearly unmatched today. Here are their answers to 
questions that many deer hunters ask them today: 


What’s the coolest deer camp tradition you’ve ever heard? 

We’ve seen some places where everyone who went to a camp had to 
shoot an arrow into an old tree stump if they missed a deer. You’d 
be surprised how many arrows were in that stump! 


The field you’re hunting is full of deer when shooting light 
ends. How do you leave without spooking them? 

A lotof times we will sit until darkand try to quietly climb down with 
the cover of darkness. Another trick is to owl hoot or use a coyote 
call. That will spook deer off the field, but they won’t know itwasa 
human that was there. 



How do you kill a nocturnal buck? 

That’sthe million-dollar question. It is very tough to convince that 
nocturnal bucktocomeoutduringlegal shooting hours. Onething 
that can help you out is a major cold front coming in. That deer has 
to get up and fill his stomach full of the essential fats he needs to 
survive through the harsh conditions of a season. The rut is always 
anothergreat opportunity as well. Many bucks are up on their feet 
and moving in ways they don’t normally do. You just need to be in 
the right place at the right time. 

It’s the heat of the rut, and you’re in a bow stand. Is your bow 
on a hanger (within easy reach) or in your hand? Why? 

During the rut it can be a tricky thing. If you aren’t prepared, you 
can very easily miss a shot opportunity. Deer are moving quickly 
and it is almost impossible to get them to stop sometimes. Your 
best bet isto have your bow ready and very close at hand. If you are 
hearing movement off in the timber, you better pick up that bow 
and be ready to go! 


What is your one must-have piece of gear for deer hunting? 

We would probably say a Reconyx trail camera. It helps us scout 
and is always running! By knowing what deer we have on a farm 
and what their patterns are, it greatly helps our odds in trying to 
hone in on one! 


How much time do you invest in one stand location during the 
rut before moving to another? 

It all depends on the wind and the movement. Very rarely will we 
sit a spot, even if it’s the best spot, if we don’t have the right wind 
direction. To some extent, that helps make the choice for us. 


CHECK OUT MORE EXPERT TIPS A TACTICS 


fieldandstream.com/howwehunt 
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Toxey Haas 

Founderand CEO 


How do you kill a nocturnal 
buck? 

Religiously use trail cameras. 
Find a place where he travels 
regularly and pattern his 
movements with a trail camera. 
Then get a satellite map of the 
area and figure out where his 
bedding area is and where he is 
heading to eat. Nocturnal deer 
stay in and around the bedding 
area until after dark, so become 
really familiar with that area. 
When the rut kicks off, be there. 
Be willing to sit all day and you’ll 
catch him slippingup. 

What’s the coolest deer camp 
tradition you’ve ever heard? 

I’m a huge fan of initiating new 
hunters and making them part 
of this culture, so I love seeing 
a young man or woman with a 
streak of blood from their first 
kill worn proudly on their cheek. 


Ronnie “Cuz” Strickland 

Senior Vice President 


When is the absolute best 
time to use a deer decoy? 

For me it’s during the seeking 
phase of the rut, just before the 
rut kicks into overdrive. Bucks 
are looking hard and on their 
feet all day. Combined with 
calling and rattling, a decoy can 
be deadly. 

All else being equal, how high 
do you place your treestands 
for bowhunting? How high is 
too high? 

Most of mytreestand sets are 
18 to 25 feet high, depending 
on shooting lanes and the 
available cover. If you set 
a stand much higher than 
that, I believe the shot angles 
are too steep and you run a 
higher risk of single lung hits. 
Too high is a matter of opinion, 
but I think 30 feet is the highest 
you’d ever need to go. 


Chris Paradise 

Senior Vice President, 
Sales & Licensing 


My camp likes to drive deer all 
season. Some of us feel that 
it pushes deer away from our 
area, while others think it’s the 
only way to see deer. Who’s 
right? 

That depends a lot on the size 
of your plot of land. If you 
have enough ground where 
deer can find a sanctuary, 
you’re probably OK. If not, 
you are probably making your 
neighbor’s hunting season 
pretty awesome. 

What’s the one absolutely 
quickest way to increase 
overall buck quality on my 
deer camp hunting property? 

Don’t shoot small bucks, pure 
and simple. Make sure they 
have available food all year and 
letthemgrow. In justacoupleof 
years, you’ll see big changes in 
the makeup of the heard. 


Ben Maki 

Senior Vice President, 
Marketing 


What’s the absolute best deer 
camp card game? 

Texas Hold 'em. It’ll let you 
know which guys in camp are 
good at lying— and those are 
the guys you really want to grill 
about what deer they saw that 
day. 

How much time do you invest 
in one stand location during 
the rut before moving to 
another? 

That all depends on activity. If 
I know the rut is rolling and I’m 
not seeing or hearing chasing 
after one sit. I’m gone. I know 
the deer are rolling somewhere, 
and during the rut it’s about 
finding that magic spot, so if 
it’sdead where I am— I’mgone. 
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— THE BEST DAYS OF — 

wtm 

YOU KNOW THAT THE BIGGEST BUCKS WILL BE TEARING UP THE WGGOS, SMASHING HEAOS, AND 
RUNNING DOES EVERYWHERE. THE ONLY QUESTIONS ARE: HOW WILL YOU HUNT ANO WHEN? INSIDE 
ARE KILLER TACTICS FOR EVERY RUT PHASE, PLUS THE SEVEN DAYS YOU MUST BE IN YOUR STAND 

By SCOTT BESTUL 






RUT PHASE: SEEKING 


TROPHY TACTIC: 

STAGE AN AMBUSH 

• The Action: Ever 
watch azoo lion pace 
the perimeter of his 
cage in an end less cir- 
cle? That’s how bucks 
are behaving right now; 
they’re prowlingthe 
confines of their home 
range, laying down rub 
and scrape lines, nosing 
around food sources, 
looking for the first hint 
of a hot doe. At no time 
are bucks more active, 
yet more predictable. 
The Hot Zone: While 
bucks are seeking does, 
they’re mainly doing so 
near the usual keyfeed- 
ingfields, and the true 
brutes will be reluctant 
to step into the open 
until the last sliver of 
light. That makes stag- 
ing areas the top big- 
buck spot now. Walk 
field-entry trails 50 to 
70 yards into the tim- 
ber, and you’ll soon find 
an area bombed with 
rubs and/or scrapes. 


This is where the big- 
gest buck is blowing off 
steam before heading 
out to harass does on 
the field. 

The Hunt Plan: Deer 
of all sizes will usethe 
staging area. To get a 
legal-light shot at 
Bubba,you need to find 
the trail he uses to 
reach the spot. If there 
are scrapes, start 
there, and look for a 
faint trail, likely marked 
by a big rub or two, 
leading toward a rug- 
ged or thick-cover bed- 
ding area. Set your 



stand downwind of this 
trail. But not too close. 
There’s a good chance 
that a wary buck will 
circle slightly down- 
wind to scent-check 
the scrapes before 


moving in to work 
them over. Give your- 
self a makeable shot to 
the main trail while also 
giving him a little space 
to circle without bust- 
ing you. 

Tip: Afteryou set up, 
rattle lightly and make 
afew grunts. The big 
one is likely bedded 


within hearing dis- 
tance, and the sounds 
ofsparring bucks may 
goad him to his feet just 
a bit early. 

ANY-BUCK TACTIC: 

FIND THE LICKING BRANCH 

what most small to 
decent-size bucks re- 
ally want right now is to 
be around other deer, 
and with the testoster- 
one dump hittingthem, 
they’ll bomb straight 
out into afield or oak 
flat to harass does. So 
locate the best entry 
trails, and then search 
nearbytreesforan ac- 
tive licking branch. 
These are used by ev- 
ery deer in the herd, so 
your buck (orthe doe 
he’s intent on finding) 
will hit it eventually, no 
matter where the deer 
enters the food source. 
Set up in a tree with 
good covenyou’rego- 
i ng to have a lot of eyes 
and ears around you. 
Tip: If your buck hangs 
up out of range, tip 
over a can call. Bleats 
are a curiosity builder 
and won’t spook does 
feeding nearby. 



REGIONAL SEEKING-PHASE DATES 

when can you expect to see bucks start 
cruising? Our Rut Reporters researched fetal- 
aging, fawn-drop, and other data to deter- 
mine a range of dates when each rut phase is 
most apt to be active in seven regions. Here’s 
the seeking-phase breakdown: 

X NORTHEAST: Oct. 25-Nov. i 
X NORTH-CENTRAL: Oct. 25-Nov. 1 
X GREAT PLAINS: Oct. 25-Nov. 1 
WEST: Oct. 29-N0V.5 
X MID-SOUTH: Oct. 30-Nov. 6 
SOUTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 6-13 
X SOUTH: Nov. 12-19 



X 

1 BEST 
DAYS OF 
THE RUT 

Markyour calen- 
dars. Here’s when 
you need to take 
offworkandgetin 
atreestand. 

Day 1: 

October 27 

This day will kick- 
start pre-rut activ- 
ity across much of 
the country, par- 
ticularly in the 
Northeast, North- 
Central, and Great 
Plains regions, as 
bucks starttrolling 
hard in search of 
that first hot doe. 
Farther south and 
west, bucks will be 
increasingly active 
within their core 
areas. While it may 
seem early for mid- 
dayhunting, thefull 
moon will make 
thatii-to-i window 
akillertimeto be 
out if it’s cold. 

Day 2: 

November 6 

There’s bound to 
be a doe or two 
poppinginthe 
northern regions 
today, and you can 
bet that the most 
experienced studs 
will becruisingto 
find them. Mean- 
while, acrossthe 
West and into 
parts of the south- 
ern regions, bucks 
should be focused 
onseekingdoes. 

All across the 
countrythemoon 
will beupinthe 
daytime sky for 
much of the day; 
activity should be 
high, notably so in 
the morning. 
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RUT PHASE: CHASING 


TROPHY TACTIC: 

HUNT THE HUB 

• The Action: First 
comes the doe, pan- 
icked and panting. 
Then the bucks— one, 
two, three — on a 
conga line weaving be- 
tween the trees, with a 
colossus bringing up 
the rear. You’d better 
be ready. The chasing 
phase is, hands down, 
the most exciting 
week of the deer sea- 


son. Bucks will run at 
almost every doe they 
see. No wonder many 
hunters confuse the 
chasing phase with the 
peak ofthe rut. While 
the breeding apex is 
actually several days 
off, this is when you 
want to be in the 
woods. 

The Hot Zone: When 
bucks start chasing, 
does start hiding, and 
theygo where they 
feel safest: their bed- 


rooms. As a result, 
bucks spend this 
phase bombing from 
one doe bedding area 
tothe next, looking for 
a receptive mate. If 
you don’t knowthe 
specific sites where 
does bed on your 
property, look to ridge 
ends, low benches, 
CRP, brushy cover on 
gentle terrain, and dry 
areas in swamps or 
marshes. Doe bedding 
areas themselves can 





A MONTANA BUCK PUSHES A 


DOE ONTO THE OPEN PRAIRIE. 






X 

1 BEST 
DAYS OF 
THE RUT 


on: 


Day 3: November 11 

2015 FIELD a STREAM BEST DAY OF THE ROT 

The deer woods will be on fire today. Most ofthe 
country is on the cusp of peak breeding— the magi- 
cal time when some breeding has started, and there 
are new does coming into heat by the hour. Much 
ofthe southern regions will see ramped-up pre-rut 
action, too. And the moon will be up all day. 


be hotspots now, but 
even better are terrain 
funnels that connect 
several such sleeping 
quarters. 

The Hunt Plan: A 
perfect example is a 
main ridge that splits 
into two or three 
ridge-end bedding 
areas. Sit at the split— 
or hub— and you’ll see 
any buck coming in or 
going out. These types 
ofterrain funnels are 
critical now because 
ofthe chaotic nature 
ofthe chase phase; 
both f leei ng does and 
chasing bucks will of- 
ten ignore trails, but 
te r rai n feat u res f o rce 
them to move through 
specific spots. Setup 
on the downwind side 
ofthe hub and pre- 
pare to sit all day. 

Tip: Any spot that fun- 
nels bucks in from 
multiple directions is 
apt to have one or 
more trails to the 
downwind side. To 
prevent bucks from 
usingthesetrailsand 
bustingyou,drop 
some large branches 
overthem, forcing 
bucks to take a route 
that givesyou the 
advantage. 

ANY-BUGK TACTIC: 
SITFDRABDDTECBUCK 

Dominant bucks zeal- 
ously guard the zone 
surrounding a close- 
to-estrusdoe, often 
running off subdomi- 
nant rivals, including 
some pretty good 
bucks. In order to find 
another doe that 
hasn’t already at- 
tracted a giant’s atten- 
tion, these booted 
bucks cruise areas 
where they can see, 
hear, or smell other 
deer.Oneoftheirfa- 



REGIONAL CHASING-PHASE DATES 

X NORTHEAST: Nov. 2-9 
X NORTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 2-9 
X GREAT PLAINS: Nov. 2-9 
WEST: Nov. 6-13 
X MID-SOUTH: Nov. 7-14 
SOUTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 14-21 
X SOUTH: Nov. 20-27 


vorite spots is a perim- 
etertrail surrounding 
a main food source. 

To find this hot run, 
start at the food and 
walk any good entry 
trail back until you find 
anintersectingtrail 
that parallelsthe field 
edge. This runway will 
likely be faint com- 
pared with the entry 
trail and marked by 
rubs and possibly 
scrapes. Subdominant 
bucks will cruise a cir- 
cuit of these perime- 
ter trails throughout 
the day, searchingfor 
other deer. Hang a 
large, comfortable 
stand just downwind 
and stay put as long as 
you can. 

Tip: This is a great 
time to get aggressive 
with bleats, grunts, 
and loud rattling. Any 
buck that’s been run 
off by a rival will be ea- 
gerto find other deer 
and apt to run right in 
toyour setup. And if 
that dominant buck is 
aggressive enough, 
there’s a chance he’ll 
break off from his doe 
for a moment to inves- 
tigate the commotion 
you’re making. 
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OUR READERS TAGGED SOME HUGE BUCKS ON LAST YEAR’S BEST 
DAYS. SO WE DROPPED IN AT THE HOMES AND CAMPS OF FOUR TO 
HEAR THEIR STORIES AND HELP SHOW OFF THEIR TROPHIES 


By SCOTT BESTUL x Photographs by ACKERMAN ^ GRUBER 
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I X THE FROST GIANT 

Hunter: Shawn McDonough x Location: Buffalo County, Wis. 

H Score: 194 Vs" gross B&C K Date: Nov. 7, 2014 

First McDonough’s cousin missed the buck in 2012, when it was a 
160-class 3-year-old. “His arrow nipped a branch and sailed off,” says 
McDonough. Then McDonoughalmost put his tag on the giant in 2013. 
“He chased a doe right past my stand — at just 10 yards — but I couldn’t 
get him stopped.” So, headingto the same area around 11 A.M. on a blus- 


tery, cold Nov. 7, 2014, McDonough knew exactly what deer he was after. 
But by 3 P.M. he hadn’t seen a thing. “Then it started to sleet, and the 
wind began whipping like crazy. I decided it was time to bail.” 

As he reached for his quiver to attach it and lower his bow, he 
glanced at a trail behind him. “There he was, standing just 20 yards 
away, and looking in the opposite direction.” The buck went only 60 
yards at the shot and piled up. “It was unbelievable. At three o’clock I 
was ready to bomb out of the woods. At four I was calling a buddy to 
help me drag out my dream buck.” 
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doe, and our freezer was empty.” When the first doe showed, Dylakgot 
his gun ready. “I was about to shoot when I suddenly spotted a nice buck 
trailing her.” The trophy stopped, but Dylak missed. “He just stood there 
for a second, tryi ng to f igu re out where the fi rst shot had come from, 
and my second one hit him.” When Dylak finished the buck with one 
more shot, it became the first Booner ever taken in Boone County. 

Back at school on Monday morning, the principal called Dylak to the 
office. “I thought I was in trouble for sure,” he says. “Turned out, he just 
wanted to congratulate me on my buck.” 


THE BOONE-COUNTY BOONER 
Hunter: Bo Dylak Location: Boone County, III 
Score: 178" gross B8<C Date: Nov. 22, 2014 


Dylak missed the opening day of Illinois’s 2014 shotgun season. “My sis- 
ter is a straight-A student, but Tm not,” he says. “So when the opener fell 
on a Friday, she got to go hunting, and I had to go to school.” Come Sat- 
urday morning he couldn’t wait to get out and asked his dad where he 
should hunt. “He told me to sit the Meat Stand. It’s a good spot to take a 
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\ y f Jt THE HALLOWEEN MONSTER 

^ - CJt Hunter: Clint De Boer Location: Gregory County, S.D. 

^ _ Score: 187 Vs" gross B&C Jt Date: Oct. 31, 2014 

* 

. X. - 

In 2013, De Boer and his buddies kept seeing a big buck come off the 
neighbor’s property and enteracreekbottom on their farm to bed. “We 
put him in the 1 60s,” De Boer says. The next spring, he was hanging a stand 
in the bottom. “I looked down and saw a matched set of sheds not 20 yards 
away. That’s when I knew we’d underestimated the buck in a big way.” 



Come fall De Boer, a volunteer fireman, decided he’d wear that 
stand out until he killed the buck or it moved. By Halloween morning, 
he’d sat the spot 13 times and was starting to feel burned out. “It was 
9 degrees with a brutal wind, and I was freezing my butt off by 9 A.M.” 
Like McDonough, he was almost ready to bail. “Then I looked up, and 
the buck was walking right to me.” It closed ton yards, then looked 
right up at De Boer. “As he started to walk away, I drew, grunted to 
stop him, and shot.” It took all he and a friend had to drag the beast 
out. “We found out why later — he field-dressed at 270 pounds.” 





I THE BACKYARD BRUTE 

Hunter: Mike Chamberlain Location: Washington County, Minn. 
Score: 198 Vs" gross B&C Date: Nov. 13, 2014 

Out raking leaves in hisyard one afternoon, Chamberlain looked up to see 
a huge buck walking by. “I shook my head,” he says. “Here I am within bow 
range of a monster, during archery season, with only a rake in my hands.” 

In his suburban neighborhood, Chamberlain has access to 5 acres but 
hunts mostly on his own 1 V2-acre lot. “It’s a perfect pinch point; the deer 


come off a big park nearby, walk between my neighbor’s house and drive- 
way, and funnel right through theyard.” Which is exactly what the big 
13-pointer did on the afternoon of Nov. 13. 

“When I first saw him, I thought. That deer has a branch stuck on his 
head.” Then he realized what buck he was looking at. “The rest is a blur. He 
came in, and I thought I hit him well.” The deer ran a short way but 
stopped at around 30 yards, wobbling. “By then I’d settled down. I nocked 
another arrow and made an even better shot. It was the complete oppo- 
site of ground shrinkage. The closer I got to him, the bigger he got!” 
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RUT PHASE: PEAK BREEDING 



TROPHY TACTIC: 

STALK A STUD 

• The Action: Hunt- 
ers call this phase the 
lockdown. At its ze- 
nith, 30 to 40 percent 
ofall does will come 
into estrusovera 
three- to five-day pe- 
riod, and since most 
herds have a higher ra- 
tio of does, mature 
bucks have no prob- 
lem finding mates. An 
experienced breeder 
will push a ready doe 
into an odd and re- 
mote spot, where 
com petition from 
other bucks is greatly 
reduced, and that 
breeding pair may 
spend up to three days 
together. In other 
words, you won’t see a 
lot of buck activity, es- 
pecially in your usual 
spots. All of this makes 
peak breeding one of 


the toughest times to 
kill a buck. 

The Hot Zone: Right 
now, the big guys will 
have their mates se- 
questered in secluded 
covers, such as an old 
farmstead, a brushy 
fencerow, a small cat- 
tail marsh, even an 
overgrown rockpile in 
a plowed field. The 
best place for you to 
be is where you can 
see as many of these 
oddball locations as 
possible, whether that 
means an observation 
stand, a high spot 


where you can glass, 
oryourtruck. 

The Hunt Plan: Glass 
meticulously, looking 
for part of a bedded 
deer. Be patient, as the 
buck or doe will likely 
stand at some point to 
feed or stretch. Once 
you have a breeding 
pair marked, plan a 
stalk using terrain and 
cover to hide you. If 
it’s still bow season 
where you hunt,try 
stalking behind a light- 
weight silhouette de- 
coy. When you get in- 
side shooting range. 


you can simply wait 
forthebuckto stand 
(which could take 
hours) or get him up 
with agrunt or snort- 
wheeze. If you choose 
the latter, be ready to 
shoot fast. 

Tip: Before you stalk, 
pick a landmark near 
the buck— a tree, 
rock, or tuft of 
weeds— and use it as 
reference to keep 
yourself on course. 

ANY-BUCK TACTIC: 

READ THE SIGNS 

Always a step behind 
the big boys and fa- 
mous for figuring 
does out too late, 
younger bucks are at 


sea now. They’ll be 
lookingfor other deer 
where they’ve had 
success before: pri- 
mary scrapes. Domi- 
nant bucks between 
mates will also check 
these spots now. Look 
for freshly disturbed 
dirt and a licking 
branch. Set up to 
shoot right to the sign, 
as younger bucks are 
apt to head straight 
there without circling. 
Tip: Any buck— big, 
medium, or small— 
without a mate will be 
on his feet throughout 
the day looking, which 
makes this phase 
prime for midday 
hunting. 


REGIONAL PEAK-BREEDING DATES 

x NORTHEAST: Nov. 10-20 
x NORTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 10-20 
X GREAT PLAINS: Nov. 10-20 
X WEST: Nov. 14-24 
X MID-SOUTH: Nov. 15-25 
SOUTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 22-Dec. 2 
X SOUTH: Nov. 28-Dec. 8 


n 

1 BEST 
DAYS OF 
THE RUT 

Day 4: 

November 14 

Sure, it’s peak 
breeding across 
much of the na- 
tion’s center, but in 
many of those 
states, firearms 
season hasjust 
opened. That influx 
of hunters will get 
locked-downdeer 
moving, and even 
the wariest giant 
will follow his doe 
into harm’s way. In 
the West and 
across much of the 
southern regions, 
including parts of 
Texas, deer will be 
ontheirfeetmuch 
oftheday,search- 
ingforand chasing 
does. Expect some 
jaw-droppers to 
hittheground. 

Day 5: 

November 21 

Again, hunters in 
the South and 
across much of 
Texas should see 
some outstanding 
buck action today, 
as those regions 
approach peak- 
breeding dates. 
Meanwhile, hunt- 
ers in the West, 
Great Plains, 
North-Central, and 
Northeast regions 
will see the first 
hints of pickup 
breeding. Pressure 
from gun hunters 
should also keep 
bucks moving. The 
moon will be up at 
dawn and won’t set 
until midafter- 
noon,sothemorn- 
inghuntshould be 
stellar today. 
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RUT PHASE: PICKUP BREEDING 



TROPHY TACTIC: 

WAIT ALONG THE WATER 

• The Action: With 
some of the most fren- 
zied action weeks be- 
hind you, it’s easy to 
feel deflated nowand 
just give up. Don’t do it, 
because the pickup- 
breeding phase may be 
the very best time of 
the year to target and 
tag a true giant. While 
lesser bucks are ex- 
hausted from running, 
and tired of getting 
their clocks cleaned, 
the big guys are getting 



X 

7 BEST 
DAYS OF 
THE RUT 


a second wind and 
scouringthewoodsfor 
a relative handful of un- 
bred does. 

The Hot Zone: It’s 
time to think beyond 
the confines of your 
hunting property. Your 
goal is to find a macro 
funnel. Bust out atopo 
map, aerial photo, or 
satellite image of a 
large area surrounding 
your ground. First, cir- 
cle the major food 
sources and potential 
bedding areas on your 
area and beyond. Then 
identify major travel ar- 

Day 6: November 26 


teries connecting 
them; think waterways, 
fencelines, hedgerows, 
and ridge systems. 

With mature bucks 
traveling big, they are 
bound to move 
through these macro 
funnels. 

The Hunt Plan: One of 

the best macro funnels 
is a wooded riverbot- 
tom, especially one fed 
by other creeks. Not 
onlydoesthismakea 
perfect travel artery 
for cruising bucks; it 
also provides bedding, 
browse, and water for 


other deer. It’s like a 
highway connecting 
every motel and res- 
taurant in an area. 

Hang a stand in a multi- 
trunked tree and bring 
entertainment, such as 
a book or smartphone. 
You’ll probably have to 
wait a while foryour 
buck, but when he 
shows, he’ll be a stud. 
Tip: Ifthe creek is shal- 
low, approaching along 
its course mitigates 
your scent trail, and the 
banks often hideyour 
silhouette. Ifthe water- 
way is navigable, use a 
canoeorjohnboatto 
get to your stand (and 
getyour buck out). 

ANY-BUCK TACTIC: 
SEEKHIOOENFOOOS 

while the big boys are 
still seeking mates, 
other bucks, including 
some good ones, are 
switching their focus to 


Ifyou’re serious about tagginga true giant, pickup 
breeding isyourtime—and that’s the phase deer are 
squarely in today in all but the southernmost regions. 
Put off your Turkey Day feast until after dark, and 
you’ll have even more to be thankful for. Hunters far- 
ther belowthe Mason-Dixon Line will start to see the 
begi n n i ngs of th is activity, too. 


REGIONAL PICKUP-BREEDING DATES 

X NORTHEAST: Nov. 21-28 
X NORTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 21-28 
X GREAT PLAINS: Nov. 21-28 
% WEST: Nov. 25-Dec. 2 
MID-SOUTH: Nov. 26-Dec. 3 
SOUTH-CENTRAL: Dec. 3-10 
X SOUTH: Dec. 9-16 


staying alive. Most gun 
seasons are open now, 
and that influx of hunt- 
ers is making bucks ex- 
tra wary. But even 
freaked-out deer have 
to eat; so your job is to 
find agood, hidden 
food source. Does — 
avoiding large feeding 
areas to dodge harass- 
ment from bucks— 
seek secluded grocer- 
ies now, too, and may 
pull in additional bucks. 

If you’ve planted 
hidey-holefood plots 
near thick cover, this is 
thetimeto hunt them. 


Otherwise, look for 
hidden foods such as 
acorns, soft mast, or 
small cuts overgrown 
with browse. Slip in 
around noon, do some 
quick scouting, and set 
up as quietly as possi- 
ble, as deer may be 
bedded nearby. 

Tip: Be extra careful 
about calling and rat- 
tling now. Even a good- 
looking 2- or 3-year-old 
buck may be tired of 
fighting at this stage. If 
you need to get a 
buck’s attention, try a 
bleat call first. 
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RUT PHASE: SECONDARY RUT 



TROPHY TACTIC: 

HUNT THE LATE SCRAPE 

• The Action: O.K., 
let’s get this out there: 
When we talk about the 
secondary rut, many 
hunters imagine a re- 
wind of November. Not 
gonna happen. This 
time around, only 
about 10 percent of the 
herd’s does (mostly 
fawns and yearlings) 
will come into estrus. 
But suppose you knew 
just where you could 
find one of those fe- 
males. You’d have an 


opportunity to see her 
suitors, right? And at 
least one would likely 
be a bruiser, right? 

Well, a great thing 
about the secondary 
rutisthatfindingthat 
single hot doe is actu- 
ally not that difficult. 
The Hot Zone: I’ve 
kept track of this over 
the years, and I’ve seen 
slightly more mature 
bucks duringthe sec- 
ondary rut than I have 
duringthe main event. 
The reason is simple: 
colder temperatures. A 
drop in the mercury 
forces deer to eat 
more. That, plus ex- 
haustion from the rut, 
makes wi nter deer get 
very serious about 
food. Still, wary, ma- 
ture bucks will often 
hang up just off afield 
or food plot until dark. 
So,just as duringthe 
seeking phase, identify- 
ingtheirfavorite late- 
season staging area be- 
comes critical. 


The Hunt Plan: Most 
hunters pussyfoot 
around late-season 
food sources, afraid 
that they’ll bump deer 
ifthey move into the 
woods. And while it is 
smart to be careful, re- 
memberthatyou usu- 
ally don’t have to pene- 
trate the timber very 
far at all — usually 30 to 
soyards— tofinda 
late-season staging 
area. Again, what you 
want to see are fresh 
scrapes. Heavy trails 
maybe pounded 
through the snow 
nearby, but ignore 
them and set up right 


on the buck sign. This 
setup is especially 
deadly right after a 
fresh snowfall, when 
bucks are eager to re- 
open scrapes. 

Tip: A cold snap now 
will get a buck on his 
feet, often before sun- 
set. Ifyou want that 
wall-hanger, you need 
to bundle up, grit your 
teeth, and get out 
there. 

ANY-BUCK TACTIC: 

PLAN A HUNGER STRIKE 

All deer are ravenous 
now. Theyoungerthe 
buck, the less likely he is 
to be distracted from 


REGIONAL SECONDARY-RUT DATES 

K NORTHEAST: Nov. 29-Dec. 6 
X NORTH-CENTRAL: Nov. 29-Dec. 6 
X GREAT PLAINS: Nov. 29-Dec. 6 
WEST: Dec. 3-10 
X MID-SOUTH: Dec. 4-11 
SOUTH-CENTRAL: Dec. n-18 
X SOUTH: Dec. 17-24 


his hunger by hunting 
pressure or late-cycling 
does. Ifyou just want a 
decent buck (with a 
chance at a stud), set 
up right on the best 
food. Rather than com- 
mitti ng to a si ngle entry 
trail farther off the 
feed, creep to the edge 
or set up right in the 
groceries with a grou nd 
blind. Bale blinds like 
those made by Redneck 
(redneckblinds.com) 
can be placed in the 
middle of a picked 
cornfield and hunted 
im mediately. A snow- 
camo blind like the 
Super-Star 2 (luckys 
huntingblinds.com) can 
be set up in scant cover 
at a field’s edge. This 
i m proves you r odds of 
getting a shot and 
keeps you warmer. 

Tip: If ice-glazed snow 
makes it impossible to 
sneak quietly into a 
stand or blind, use 
snowshoes to trom p a 
path at midday. You 
may spook a deer or 
two. But give them a 
day to settle, and they’ll 
be back. © 


66 I FIELD & STREAM | NOVEMBER 2015 



% 


7 BEST 
DAYS OF 
THE RUT 

Day 7: 

December 6 

It’s full-on pickup- 
breedingtimefor 
monster bucks in 
much of the South 
and South-Central, 
includingmuchof 
Texas. What’s 
more, colder 
weather should 
goad deer into 
spending more 
time at major food 
sources. In the 
more northerly re- 
gions, the second 
rut will be starting 
in earnest now. To- 
day’s afternoon 
moonrise will make 
unbred does and 
fawns move to- 
ward the hottest 
food sources a lit- 
tle earlier— and the 
bucks will be right 
behindthem. 

Donus Dates: 
December 26 
and January 2 

In parts of the 
Deep South and 
Texas, the rut is not 
only much later 
than the rest of the 
country but highly 
variable from place 
to place. That said, 
make sure you’re 
huntingon these 
two days, which 
combine great 
breedingactivity 
with peak move- 
ment and feeding 
times for whitetails 
in general. Assum- 
ingyourseasonis 
still open, take a lit- 
tle breakforthe 
holiday celebra- 
tions, but then get 
back out there. 

— S.B. 
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THE RIVER IS ON FI 
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Each figure holds the long shaft of a wicked gig, the barbed tines fat as ci- 
gars. The man on the right suddenly tenses, shifts forward, and slides the 
tip of the 14-foot-long pole into the water. The boat shifts in pursuit, the 
gigger on the bow deck tracking his target. Then, without warning, he jabs 
the gig down, into the green light. It’s a miss. He pulls the gig up, makes a 
second jab, then a third. I watch, spellbound. My turn is coming. 

“That fish has him dancing,” says Brad Reed, who’s sitting beside me, 
manning the outboard tiller. Reed is an anvil of a man who farms beans 
and corn and handles cattle with hands that could crush river rocks. His 
buddy John Helling is too focused to respond. On the fourth jab. Helling 
pulls the gig from the water, and turns toward us. A 3-pound sucker 
droops from the gig tines like a sopping wet mustache. 

“That’s a good one,” Reed says. Helling scrapes the fish against a welded 
plate bolted to the bow deck for just this purpose. Freed from the tines, the 
fish drops into a galvanized washtub, and Helling turns back to the river. 

After two hours of watching, spearing these fish doesn’t look so diffi- 
cult. I’ve gigged plenty of frogs, and I can spot the suckers even from the 
back of the boat. The lights wash a huge 50-foot half-circle of the river 
like a stadium, and suckers, bass, and catfish dart back and forth in the 
glare. I’m itching to give it a try, but Reed warned that he doesn’t put be- 
ginners on deck too early. “They’ll stir the fish up and don’t kill a thing,” 
he said. “We’ve got to get fish to eat before the newbies get going.” 

Which shouldn’t be a problem. Helling and his gigging partner Glenn 
Braun are on fire. They must have 30 fish in the tub when Reed leans over. 
His hoodie shadows his face, and his voice is as gravelly as a prop grinding 
sand: “You ready to try, Ed?” 



FOOD FDR THOUGHT 

For 200 years, sucker gigging has been a beloved tradition in this neck of 
the Missouri Ozarks. Navigating johnboats rigged with bright lights and 
wielding heavy custom-made gigs, locals throng to the riverbanks on fall 
and winter nights. As the giggers chase golden redhorse suckers, northern 
hog suckers, and white suckers through the shallows, shore parties break 
out over bonfires and deep fryers crackling with fish and potatoes. There’s 
music. There’s beer. There’s enough Carhartt to carpet the planet. 

The sucker-gigging season runs from mid September through January, 
but the best fish sticking cranks up after autumn’s leaves are flushed 
downstream and cold, dry weather drops the water levels. That’s when I 
arrived at the Meramec River, a spring-fed beauty that flows under lime- 
stone bluffs an hour west of St. Louis. The very name of the river harkens 
to an old Algonquian Indian phrase meaning “river of ugly fishes.” The 
moniker is spot-on. 

My plan was to hook up with a crowd of local giggers for a few dark 
Ozark days, sleeping off a full belly of fried suckers late each morning be- 
fore hauling the boats to new water each night. I failed to figure in the 
freak weather that would sweep across Missouri just as I arrived. Our first 
night was a bust. Temperatures dropped 50 degrees in one day, and freez- 
ing rain iced the boat ramps on the Meramec and Bourbeuse Rivers. It 
was a complete shutout — so Reed, Helling, Braun, and I joined my buddy 
Justin Leesmann, his dad. Bob, and a few of their friends for the next best 
thing: We beelined to Reed’s farm shed along the Bourbeuse to cook fish, 
drink beer, and talk about sucker gigging. 

The sport’s history in the Ozarks is murky. There’s a complete absence 
of gigging artifacts or oral histories from Missouri’s era of Indian inhabit- 
ance, so it’s unlikely that it was a Native American tradition. What proba- 
bly happened was the wave of Scots-Irish settlers of the mid 1800s brought 
with them a subsistence-living culture that turned Ozark rivers on fire at 
night. Back then, pioneers poled 30-foot wooden longboats and lit the wa- 
ter with blazing knots of sap-rich pine. They called it fire fishing, and the 
decades that followed brought sucker gigs crafted from old truck springs 
and shorter gigs that were actually shot from handmade bows. 


70 I FIELD & STREAM NOVEMBER 2015 




JUSTIN LEESMANN (5) 



In Reed’s barn, no one recalls anyone gigging with a pine torch. “But 
I do remember my grandpa out with lanterns on the boats,” Helling says. 
The men would wedge a sheet of tin behind the lantern to reflect the 
light onto the water. That was the first step up from a jack-pine torch, but 
hardly the last. On his i8-foot johnboat, Reed runs a 1,000-watt mercury 
vapor lamp as a center light, framed with two 1,500-watt 
quartz lights. Powered by a 6,500-watt generator that 
rumbles amidships, the system could punch light through 
a half mile of fog. While some giggers are turning to LED 
lights that run off car batteries, Reed isn’t convinced. 

“Them lights I run,” he says, “the white light and blue 
light blend, and it cuts the water like nothing else.” 

The only other specialized equipment required is the gig. 

In the past, gig heads were hand-forged of iron, with one to 
four brawny spikes that had to be tough enough to bounce 
off rocks. Reed’s are made from steel cut with a water jet, 
then tempered for strength. The heads are as wide as a man’s outstretched 
fingers, with four barbed prongs. A good sucker gig might run you $120, 
not counting an $80 fiberglass pole. 

Killing time we’d hoped would be spent on the river, we play rounds of 
Ship, Captain, and Crew, making dollar bets on the fall of the dice, and 
feast on fried crappie and catfish, fried potatoes, and fried venison tender- 
loin. I figure it’s a good time to question the culinary merits of Missouri’s 
most famous trash fish. I’ve read soaring rhapsodies about a hunk of fried 
sucker. The fish are scored deeply to let the hot oil get at its many bones, 
“dissolving” them, as I’ve heard, so you never know 
they are there. I wave around a chunk of fried blue cat, 
and ask: “Compared to this, just how good is a sucker?” 

Justin Leesmann bites first: He’d put sucker over 
any fish but salmon and walleye. Nate Hagedorn is 
unequivocal. “I’d throw a trout out the window for a 
fried sucker.” No one disagrees. 

It’s Reed — widely considered the best gigger of the 
bunch — who throws down the gauntlet. He’s holding 
a piece of fried crappie and looks at it solemnly, as if 


considering a communion wafer. “I’d rather eat a white sucker,” he says, 
“out of cold water, scored right, and fried right, than a crappie.” This 
stuns the crowd. The crappie’s stature on the plate is fairly unrivaled 
across much of America. There are murmurs of dissent. 

“I don’t know,” Bob Leesmann says, weighing in from the top of a 
5-gallon bucket. “You’re pushing it there.” 

Reed doesn’t back down. “Out of cold water,” he says 
again, slowly. “Scored right, to get at them bones.” I look 
around the shed. Nobody argues. In the middle of Mis- 
souri, in the middle of an ice storm, these are not inconse- 
quential matters. I’ll get my chance to vote soon enough. 

MOVING TARGETS 

I step up to the bow deck with Reed speaking into my ear. 
I can barely hear him over the outboard motor and the gen- 
erator. “When the water gets cold they school up and run in 
packs,” he says. “So you gotta bust ’em up.” 

Leaning over the homemade bow rail, I struggle to get the gig into 
position. The gig is unwieldy — it must weigh 15 pounds — and the fish 
are deeper and quicker than I imagined. Few of them hunker down on 
the bottom. They’re on the run, the boat chasing them like a beagle on a 
rabbit. There’s a grace period during which fish move off from the boat, 
startled by the light but not yet panicked — but that period doesn’t last 
long. Each time I home in on a sucker, it takes me a few seconds too long 
to muscle the gig over, and the fish darts away. I try turning the tines 
parallel with the boat to lessen the drag, and that helps 
some, but not enough. I jab at a dozen suckers and 
come close only a couple of times. Now I get what 
Reed meant about the newbies waiting their turn. 

Reed and I have been at it for an hour when he 
points his gig toward a dark splotch on the bottom. 
“There’s a hog molly,” he says. “See him?” Hog mollies 
are northern hog suckers, built a bit flatter than the rest 
of the bottom feeders with mottled spots for camou- 
flage, and they tend to hold tighter to the bottom. Easy 

CONTINUED ON P. 91 


NIGHT LIFE CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE LEFT: A 
TEAM OF HUNGRY GIG- 
GERS CLEANS A HAUL OF 
SUCKERS; SPEARMEN 
ON THE BOW; BRAD 
REED’S UNCLE RUSS; A 
PAIR OF GIGS DULLED 
BY RIVER ROCKS; A 
STABBED SUCKER. 
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WITH THE RIGHT LAND AND HARD WDRK, YDU GAN CREATE A HAVEN WHERE 
DUCKS AND GEESE FEED, REST, AND ROOST-AND WHERE THE HUNTING IS DFF THE 

CHARTS. THESE THREE EXPERTS HAVE IT DOWN TO A SCIENCE 


By Will Brantley 


Photo illustration by ERIC HEINTZ 





FROM LEFT: RICK ADAIR; DONALD M. JONES 



THE FLOODED FIELD 

• Expert: Tony Vandemore, co-owner 
and manager of Habitat Flats; manages 
2,800 acres of scattered properties 

• Location: MissourPs Golden Triangle 


HIS SECRET 

When most hunters hear“duck 
field/’theythinkflooded corn, but 
Vandemore relies heavily on moist- 
soil vegetation like smartweed and 
wild millet — stuff that’s naturally in the 
seedbed. “It has a lot of advantages,” 
he says. “It’s cheaper to grow, it holds 
its nutritional value longer than grain 
once it’s flooded, and early in the sea- 
son, it’s fu 1 1 of i nve rte b rates, wh i c h are 
a huge part of a duck’s diet.” 

It’s also easy to establish. “You 
can take a farmer’s field that’s been 
sprayed and cultivated for 50 years, 
leave it alone for oneyear, and it’ll 
grow up fast in natural vegetation,” he 
says. “The good stuff is probably al- 
ready in the ground, waitingto grow.” 

HIS METHOD 

Growing moist-soil vegetation is a 
simplematterof manipulatingthe wa- 
ter on aflooded field at the right time 
and then leaving it alone. To regulate 
floodwater, Vandemore uses pumps 
and six-board water-control struc- 
tures, in which boards set into a levee 
can be removed to change the level. 


Startingaround June 1 through mid 
July, he begins loweringthe water on 
flooded fields by removingone board 
at atime. Vegetation grows quickly in 
the exposed areas and eventually cov- 
ers the entire field once it’s drained. 

Whenthegreeneryisthickand 
lush, he mows it (another advantage 
of natural stuff, sinceyou can’t legally 
manipulate planted crops for water- 
fowl), puts the boards back into place, 
and then pumps in about 10 inches of 
water. “Flood the field when the av- 
e rage ai r te m pe rat u re is above 55 d e- 
grees and you’ll get a lot more bugs,” 
he says. To start a new field or rejuve- 
nate an old one, Vandemore plows or 
disks to disturb the seed bank, waits 
for natural vegetation to cover the 
area, mows, and then just adds water. 


VANDEMORE’S HUNT TIPS 
)c“PICK YOUR DECOY SPREAD 
UP AFTER EVERY HUNT OR 
YOU’LL RUIN A UOOD FIELD.” 
)<“IF IT’S COLDER THAN 20 
DEGREES, DON’T HUNT UNTIL 
MIDMORNING. OTHERWISE, 
YOU’LL BLOW DUCKS OFF THE 
FIELD IN THE DARK, IT WILL 
FREEZE, AND THEY WON’T 
COMEBACK.” 


big ureen 

A drake mallard 
looks for The perfect 
spot to touchdown. 


HIS RESULTS 

Vandemore’s fields see a steady 
swarm of ducks, startingwith blue- 
wings in August, soon followed by 
pintails, gadwalls, wigeon, and mal- 
lards. Ducks keep usingthefields un- 
til they freeze. 

“We shoot plenty of birds over 
moist-soil vegetation through 
November,” Vandemore says. “I’ve 
always believed that if you can hold 
those early ducks as they’re on the 
way down, you’ll hold the birds be- 
hind them, too.” 
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DUCKS FINISHING INTO 
THE WIND 


FLOODED MOIST- 
SOIL VEGETATION 


PIT BLIND 
SET FOR 
PREVAILING 
WIND 
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HIS SECRET 

Jasion, an F&S Hereof Con- 
servation, banks on resting ponds. 

On Maryland’s Eastern Shore, most 
hunting properties are 100 acres or 
less, and most duck holes are created 
by floodinga stand of corn. “Over the 
years, I’ve noticed ducks often feed in 
flooded corn all night, then leave to 
rest somewhere else duringthe day,” 
he says. “I have two ponds on my 
place— one is an acre and the other 
is 2 acres. I converted the larger one 
from afeedingarea full of flooded 
corn to an open-water resting area. 


When I did that, we 
started shooting a lot 
more birds.” 

Jasion also maintains 
a d ry, 30-ac re c ro pf i e I d 
planted in either corn or 
soybeans, where he typ- 
ically sets up to goose 
hunt. The resting pond 
helps keep the geese on 
his ground as much as it 
does the ducks. 


HIS METHOD 

“Clearwater is the key,” 

Jasion says. Just any old 
farm pond won’t do. 

“The shallow point of my pond is 6 
inches deep, and the deep end is 3 feet. 
1 leave it full of water year-round, but I 
run Ice Eaters all summerto keepthe 
water moving and clear of algae. I also 
treat it periodically with algicide. Every 
couple of years, I drain the pond so the 
moist-soil vegetation grows back up, 
and also to keep the bottom from be- 
comingtoo silted in.” 

Jasion still drains hissmaller pond 
and plants corn or sorghum around 
the edges— and it still holds ducks— 
but the larger body of open water 


is the key attractant with so much 
flooded corn already in the area. 

HIS RESULTS 

“We shoot ducks overthe pond all 


- 


season long, and it holds ducks all 
the way through the following July,” 

J as i o n says. “We get a I ot of wood 
ducks nestingaround it,and wehunt 
them once the early season comes 
in.” He also gets mallards, black ducks, 
and wigeon through January. Most of 
hisgoosehuntingisdoneinthefield, 
where he and his hunting partners 
can usually get their limits. “But we’ve 
had some excellent goose hunts on 
the pond, too,” Jasion says. “We’ll kick 
up 300 to 400 geese from it before 
daylight on any given morning.” ► 


JASION’S HUNT TIPS 
)c“T0 MANAGE PRESSURE, 
NEVER JUMP-SHOOT A REST 
POND. WALK THE BIRDS UP, 
AND THEN HUNT THE SINGLES 
AND SMALL GROUPS AS THEY 
RETURN.” 

)c“A-FRAME BLINDS ARE 
EASIER TO SHOOT OUT OF, 
AND THEY ALLOW YOU TO 
WATCH THE BIRDS WORK. 
PEOPLE THINK THEY SPOOK 
BIRDS, BUT THEY DON’T.” 


THE PERFECT PONDS 

• Expert: Scott Jasion, small-business owner; 
manages 85 contiguous acres 

• Location: Maryland's Eastern Shore 



RICK ADAIR (HUNTER); DONALD M. JONES (GOOSE) 
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THE FOWL FEEDLOT 

• Expert: Tim Soderquist, senior regional director. 
Ducks Unlimited; manages 2,200 contiguous acres 

• Location: Coastal Texas 


the thought of planting and flooding 
crops for ducks because of federal 
baiting laws ” Soderquist says. “But 
if you simply adhere to the language, 
which isn’t complicated, there’s noth- 
ing to worry about.” 


hunt begins, the landowner begins 
floodingthe ratoon rice crop. “Tim- 
ing is everything,” Soderquist says. 
“When the farmer floods his second 
crop, we get our duck water, and a 
new food source.” 


HIS SECRET 

For Soderquist, it’s all about 
providing a season-long buffet. In a 
majorwinteringarealikethe Texas 
Gulf Coast, ducks frequently pile into 
favored spots and stay put. He and 
his buddies make their lease into one 
of those hangouts by surroundinga 
large roost pond— a 90-acre flooded 
field— with smaller satellite ponds 
that are full of duck food. “We try to 
set up our habitat so that there are 
different foods maturingthroughout 
the season,” he says. 

The lease is a working rice farm; 
two yields are the norm in South 
Texas. The first crop is cut in late July 


SODERQUISrS HUNT TIPS 
h“WE USE STAND-UP BLINDS 
DN SKIDS AND LAYDUT BLINDS 
TDMDVE TD WHERE THE 
DUCKS WANT tube: 
k“TEXAS-RIGGEDDECDYS 
LET YDU SET UP AND PICK 
UP FAST. THESDDNERYDU 
CANGETDUTDFAFIELD AND 
LET THE DUCKS HAVE IT, THE 
BETTER.” 
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or August. The second— called the 
ratoon crop— is usually cut in Octo- 
ber. Because flooding is a part of the 
rice-agriculture process, the fields 
are magnets to ducks. 

But Soderquist doesn’t stop 
there. He manages other ponds for 
moist-soil vegetation and plants 
still more crops like Japanese mil- 
let. “Many hunters are intimidated at 


HIS METHOD 

Forfieldsto be planted, Soderquist 
starts plowing in late June and begins 
planting bythe Fourth of July. As he 
broadcasts the seed and rolls it in, he 
leaves an open hole for decoys directly 
in front of the typical blind locations. 

Ideally,the millet is i4toi6 inches 
tall with a good seed head bythe Sep- 
tember teal season. And just as that 


HIS RESULTS 

The roost pond frequently holds 
thousands of ducks, but Soderquist 
and his buddies never hunt it. “Our 
satellite ponds wouldn’t be nearly 
so good ifweshotthemout ofthe 
roost,” he says. Instead, some of those 
ducks will invariably trickle out to the 
smallerfeedingareas, where Soder- 
quist and his buddies are waiting. © 



RICK ADAIR (HUNTER); DONALD M. JONES (PINTAIL) 
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WAS A JOURNEYMAN, a blue-collar, lunch-bucket kind 
of bird dog. He didn’t have great talent, but he was as reliable 
as they come. He always gave you an honest day’s work. He 
always gave it everything he had. 

And now he was dying. 

I’d spread blankets on the kitchen floor, next to the food 
he’d stopped eating and the water he’d stopped drinking, so I 
could lie next to him in the night. To be able to reach out with 
a comforting hand was all I could think of to do; my only pal- 
liative for his terrible pain. Butch was already taking twice the 
dose of Tramadol he’d originally been prescribed, and even 
that was barely enough to keep him from crying out whenever 
he tried to move. 

The cancer had eaten away at the base of his spine. One 
day I’d noticed that Butch seemed to be holding his tail, a 
classic English setter plume, at an oddly canted angle. A day 
later he began to favor his hindquarters, and when I probed 
along his back and hips, searching for some clue to what was 
vexing him, he whimpered softly at my touch. 

“Hey, Butchy-boy,” I said, cupping his handsome head in 
my hands and gazing into his dark eyes. “It’ll be O.K.” 

But I was wrong. There wasn’t a thing that anyone could 
do. The disease, far advanced, took Butch down with appall- 
ing swiftness. In less than two weeks this strappingly athletic 
gun dog, by all appearances robustly healthy, became a 
wasted husk who had to be carried outside to relieve himself. 
When he looked at me in pleading incomprehension, unable 
to understand what was happening to him and why I wasn’t 
making it better, the sense of helplessness overwhelmed me. I 
felt bludgeoned. 

It wasn’t a hard decision; it was the only decision. His suf- 
fering needed to stop. The arrangements for the following 
morning had been made. And so I found myself on the 
kitchen floor next to my trembling dog, trying to calm his 
ragged breathing and keep the terror at bay. When my wife 
saw us lying side by side, she burst into tears. 


BETWEEN BUTCH AND his kennelmate, Ernie, I’d fig- 
ured I was good to go for several more years. I’ve always kept 
at least two dogs — for a bird hunter’s usual practical reasons, 
sure, but also because having two dogs, with their different 
personalities and skill sets, just makes me happy. You might 
even say it makes me feel rich. 

Now, with Butch’s sudden loss, I had a hole to fill and 
nothing in the pipeline. But I have friends who are well con- 
nected in the world of pointers and setters, and they know 
what I like in a dog. In particular, they know how much 


value I place on that indefinable quality 
called class. As someone once quipped, 
you can teach a pig to point, but this 
sport isn’t simply about walking in front 
of a stationary animal and kicking up a 
bird. It’s about being swept off your feet 
by the transcendent artistry of a fine 
dog making game. It’s about becoming 
engaged, body and soul, in a drama 
that’s as old as the partnership between 
men and dogs — and as new as the mo- 
ment that’s about to unfold. 

I put out the word that I was in the 
market for an English setter pup. And I 
struck gold. 

I didn’t know it at the time, of course. 
All I knew was that a friend in Minne- 

“What emerged 
from that soapy 
water was the 
prettiest orange- 
speckled setter 
puppy you’ve ever 
seen. And the most 
vivacious. ** 

sota owned the rights to an uncom- 
monly well-bred female setter puppy 
from a litter in Maryland, and he was 
willing to transfer those rights to me. 

“What’s the catch?” I asked when I 
got my friend on the phone. 

“No catch,” he said. “I’m just full up 
with dogs right now. I’ll tell you this, 
though. You’d be crazy not to take this 
pup. This breeding’s producing some of 
the nicest setters I’ve seen. And you 
know me — I’m a pointer man.” 

Actually, there was a catch: The price 
was more than double what I’d ever paid 
for a puppy. On top of the small fortune 
we’d spent on Butch’s veterinary bills — 
including two MRIs and multiple con- 


sults with specialists — I wasn’t sure we 
could swing it. And I wasn’t sure I could 
make a compelling argument to my wife 
that, out of the universe of available 
English setter puppies, this was the one 
I needed to have. 

“You really want this puppy?” Joan 
asked after I’d laid my cards on the 
table. 

“Yeah, I do,” I replied. 

“Oh, hell,” she said. “I guess a few 
hundred bucks isn’t going to kill us.” 

There still was the matter of getting 
the puppy from Maryland to Wiscon- 
sin, since the days of affordable air 
transportation for dogs have gone the 
way of eight- track tape players. We fi- 
nally found a field trialer willing to give 
her a ride as far as his home in Michi- 
gan. I’d drive there and pick her up. 

My first impression of Tina, as we’d 
decided to call her, was that she stunk. 
She’d apparently spent the previous 24 
to 48 hours — the guy was vague about 
that — in a box in the back of his pickup, 
with no place to do her business except 
the straw she was bedded in. Remind- 
ing myself that field trialers are just dif- 
ferent, I thanked him, bundled my 
poop-smeared puppy into her crate, and 
headed for home. When I cleared the 
Chicago traffic and could give Joan a 
reasonable approximation of our ETA, I 
called to ask her to have a bucket of 
soapy water waiting for us. 

Have you heard the expression “as 
pretty as a speckled pup”? Well, what 
emerged from that soapy water was the 
prettiest orange-speckled setter puppy 
you’ve ever seen. And the most viva- 
cious. Her flashing eyes seemed to say. 
Where’s the pool, and what’s the record? 

I fell instantly and irrevocably in love. 


THAT WAS SEVEN years ago. Since 
then, Tina has hunted ii species of 
gamebirds in 10 different states in 
countless permutations of cover, terrain, 
and weather — and she’s confirmed the 
accuracy of my first impression in every 
way. The substance of her body of work 
is remarkable, but it’s her style that sets 
her apart. When Tina runs, it’s as if 
she’s throwing sparks, her skimming 
strides barely touching the ground, her 
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tail swishing like the blade of a cane- 
cutter. On point, her resoluteness is 
breathtaking, and she reacts so instanta- 
neously to scent that she sometimes 
strikes poses that leave me shaking my 
head, thinking How in the world? 

Once, running a field edge at full 
speed, she pinwheeled 90 degrees to her 
left — it was as if an invisible chain had 
hooked her collar — and landed on point 
with her front end crouched so low and 
her back end jacked so high that some- 
thing seemed off. When I got within a 
few yards of her I saw what it was: Her 
front paws were folded underneath her. 
She was literally standing on her wrists. 


This is a dog that would turn herself 
inside out to keep from bumping a bird. 
I’ve seen rooster pheasants parade so 
brassily in front of Tina that they should 
be flagged for taunting, and she doesn’t 
even twitch. 

Tina’s petite stature — she weighs 35 
pounds soaking wet — and ebullient 
personality only add to her allure. She 
might have been born to hunt birds, but 
she’s up for whatever the day may bring. 
When she sees me coming with her lead 
in my hands (meaning that a walk is in 
the offing), she yips, leaps, and spins 
circles in midair, her exuberance on ex- 
travagant display. 


I pondered the question of Tina’s registered name for quite 
a while. But when it finally came to me, it was so obvious, and 
so perfect, I wondered why it had taken me so long, sweet- 
heart OF THE PINES, her papers read. 

Like all dogs, Tina has her faults. She has the common set- 
^ ter shortcoming of needing a lot of water in warm con- 
litions (although when there’s snow on the ground, 
she’ll hunt all day without drawing a deep breath), 
and while she’ll honor another dog’s point, her 
heart’s clearly not in it. She won’t steal point — 
she’d never do that — but if she’s sailing past and 
figures she can con me into believing she doesn’t 
see the other dog, she’s apt to keep right on going 
(unless I holler Whoa!). In Tina’s view, her time 
would be better spent stepping out in search of another bird. 

She also applies a discriminating logic to the task of retriev- 
ing. Basically, the greater the danger that a downed bird 
might go unrecovered, the more effort Tina invests in retriev- 
ing it. The paradigm in this respect was the time a hunting 
partner wing-tipped a grouse that fell in an alder swamp and 
proceeded to flutter-hop deeper and deeper into the quag- 
mire. Three setters splashed in after it, but within a few min- 
utes two of them, soaked to the skin, came dragging back. 
Only Tina pressed on, the tinkle of her bell, like our hopes for 
recovering the grouse, growing fainter by the second. 

We shouldn’t have doubted. It took Tina a good 10 min- 
utes, maybe longer, but ultimately she brought the bird (mi- 
nus some tail feathers) back. 

My hunting partner acted like he’d just seen the ghosts of 
Jack Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe doing the tango. “That’s 
the damnedest retrieve I’ve ever seen,” he said. 


THE THUMP OF A TAIL on the floor, the press of a cold 
nose against your hand, the simple exchange of eye contact: 
These and a hundred other gestures serve to remind us, every 
day, of the ancient bond of trust that unites dogs and men. 
Still, the painful biological reality is that our dogs’ life spans 
are significantly shorter than ours. This forces us to commod- 
ify them, to regard them at some level as things that will, after 
a finite period of service, need to be replaced. As uncomfort- 
able as it is to think about it in these terms, it’s the Faustian 
bargain a bird hunter implicitly agrees to when he brings 
home that first puppy and proclaims himself a Dog Man. 

And, as Dog Men, there comes a time when we realize that 
the chapters of our personal history are largely the stories of 
the dogs we shared those years with. Our dogs become the 
frames, and the measures, of our narrative. The spoonfuls of 
their lives fill the cups of ours. 

Butch died. He died before he should have, and he died 
after suffering terrible pain. That part of it haunts me, still. But 
if Butch hadn’t died at that particular moment in time, I 
wouldn’t have gotten Tina. And I shudder to imagine what I 
would have missed. 

Butch always gave me everything he had. In Tina, he gave 
me his greatest gift of all. 0 


81 


SILVERADO 


F-150 


TACOMA’ 


TUNDRA* 


RAM 


EXPLORER" WRANGLER 


CUSTOM 






SKAN 




360 

DEQHEE. 

pnoTEcrnDM 


MULVCAM 


ArTTXCS 


Personalize & protect your car, 
truck, or SUV's interior with seat 
covers that fit so well, they will be 
mistaken for new seats. 


Row 3D scanned for exact patterns 
All seat functions preserved 
Quick slip-over installation and secure 
Purpose built buckles & straps 
Entire row covered in primary fabric 
Middle & rear rows available 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
^ Lifetime Coverking Care 





TAHOE 


SUBURBAN'” 


DURANGO*” 


GRAND CHEROKEE’" 


+ ALL POPULAR VEHICLES 


AT COVERS 



COLLEGIATE 




WWW.COVERKING.COM 


MAKE ▼ 


MODEL ▼ 


TEAM ▼ 


ex 



' Jr 1 ^ PQMCHea 

0W«H^ 


i»y 

Hf d r^f 












ADVERTISEMENT 



ONLY AT SEARS 

OVTDOORlIFE' 

CLOTHING FOR MEN 


Prices start 
at $799 






Our team spent 
a year testing 
four entry-level 
in-line muzzle- 
loaders to see 
which delivers 
the best combi- 
nation of 
performance 
and value 
By Slaton L. White 


Pole Position 
Testers gave the 
CVA Optima V2 
(far left) top 
honors. 


Photographs by DAN SAELINGER 
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A diehard 
contingent 
of tradition- 
alists still dress in 
skins and tote pe- 
riod smokepoles, but 
the vast majority of 
today’s muzzleloader 
hunters use modern 
in-lines, for three 
reasons: These guns 
go bang pretty much 
every time; they are 
comparatively easy 
to maintain; and you 
can buy a decent one 
for just a few hun- 
dred bucks. The only 
question is, which 
should you choose? 
For this yearlong test, 
we asked four expe- 
rienced blackpow- 
der hunters to use 
the four entry-level 
in-lines at right to 
see which delivered 
the best accuracy, 
reliability, and value. 
And given the foul 
nature of muzzle - 
loading propellants, 
ease of cleaning was 
a top issue, too. 
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EDBUETI,5D 

Home Hunting Area; New York 
Days Hunted per Year; 4D 


JEFF LUNDGREN,32 

Home Hunting Area; Minnesota 
Days Hunted per Year: 25 


JAMES PETERSON, 43 

Home Hunting Area; Utah 
Days Hunted per Year; 1D 



$300 AND UP; 

$320 AND UP; 

$263 AND UP; 

$340 AND UP; 

CVA.CQM 

TRADITIONSFIREARMS.GDM 

TCARMS.COM 

KNIGHTRIFLES.COM 


[1] OVA OPTIMA V2 

[2]TRADITI0N$PUR$UIT 

[3]THOMP$ON/GENTER 


G40LTRALIGHT 

IMPACT 


THE LOWDOWN The 


THE LOWDOWN Testers 


THE LOWDOWN While 


THE LOWDOWN Votes 


Optimaearned the highest 
rating with its excellent per- 
formance and value. “It’s a 
beautiful gun all around ” 
said Peterson. “Easy to load, 
and the trigger was light 
and crisp— no creep.” 

“The break-open 
mechanism is smooth, 
the breech plug is easy to 
extract by hand, and it’s a 
shooter,” said Lundgren.“l 
can’t find a single element 
of this gun that I dislike.” 

Bueti and Akins agreed; 
the latter asked, “What 
more could you want for 
only $300, with a scope?” 
HITS “Impressive 
accuracy.” —Lundgren 
MISSES “Could use a bet- 
ter recoil pad.” —Bueti 


comparedthe Ultralight fa- 
vorably with the Optima in 
terms of features, function, 
and value (it, too, includes 
a scope). “Great construc- 
tion,” said Peterson. “Ham- 
mer safety plus crossbolt 
safety is doubly nice.” 

Bueti called the ignition 
system “the best I’ve used. 
It’s very easy to access for 
cleaning.” He also said the 
Ultralight’s accuracy rivaled 
thatofacenterfire rifle. 

Lundgren praised the 
lightweight design, while 
Akins felt some users might 
find the recoil a bit much. 
HITS “Best breech plug.” 
—Akins 

MISSES “Plastic trigger 
guard .” — Bueti 


the Impact was accurate, 
the testers agreed that the 
break-open mechanism 
was hard to operate, and 
the small hammerwas dif- 
ficult to engage. 

“The rifle is light and well 
balanced,” said Bueti. “The 
excellent trigger helped 
me get 2-inch groups at 
looyards.” Lundgren shot 
itwell,too, but found it 
difficuitto clean, largely 
becausethe breech plug 
requires a tool to remove. 

Peterson said the recoil 
pad was the best of the 
bunch. 

HITS “Shoulders and 
points well.” —Peterson 
MISSES “Breech pluggot 
stuck.”— Suet/ 


were split on the Vision. 
Peterson appreciated the 
“clean,simple,and durable 
design,” and he liked the 
crossbolt safety. 

To Lundgren, the rifle 
“felt very solid in my hands, 
like it will stand uptothe 
test of time.” 

Akins, however, said the 
t r igge r “was o n ly ave rage 
because of creep,” which 
affected accuracy. Bueti 
said the rifle was easy to 
load, but the “breech ac- 
cess could be better. I had 
trouble extractingthe 
primer after a shot.” 

HITS “Very durable.” 
—Lundgren 
MISSES “Notas much 
value here.”— A/f/ns 


RATINGS ir HANG FIRE ir ir HALF-COCKED ir ir ir FIRE STICK ir ir ir ir PREMIUM POLE ir ir ir ir ir THE RIGHT STUFFER 
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RECHARGEABLE 

500 + TIMES 


HEAT 

SETTINGS 


proFLEX 


ThermBCELL* 


Staying undetected is an essential element of hunting. 
That can be difficult to do if you’re shivering with numb . 
hands and feet. ThermaCELL’s remote-controlled, . 
Heated Insoles and battery-operated He’at Packs ^ 
provide continuous, adjustable heat to keep you poised 


warmers 


thermacell.com 
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BARGAIN SHOPPER 


TREESTANDS FOR UNOER $100 

The price of high-end hang-ons has soared through the 
canopy, but you can still get a good model for less By Dave Hurteau 


Have you noticed that virtually 
all the top -shelf hang- on tree- 
stands cost north of $200 these 
days? That’s crazy Totally nuts. 
I don’t know anyone who spends that kind 
of money on a lock- on. Do you? 

I do know, on the other hand, that you 


can get a perfectly good general-purpose 
model for less than half that. It’ll be con- 
structed of steel (not aluminum) , so it’ll be 
a little heavier. And it will probably have 
fewer bells and whistles. But it’ll do the 
job without mugging you. Here are four 
great examples. 




Hi 





iit 

H 




FIELD & STREAM TIMBERLINE 
$79 99' 

DICKSSPDRTINGGQODS.COM 
DDTLET PRICE: SAME 

BARGAIN RATING Excel 
lent • Ease of Use: Very good 

• Features: Excellent • Com- 
fort: Very good •Stealth: 

Very good 

SPECS Steel construction; 
nylon cinch strap *19.8 lb. 

• 29 V4"x 24" platform with 
footrest • 19^x12" fabric seat 

• 300-lb. capacity 
COMMENTS Before 
anyone cries foul, F8<S the 
magazine is in no way af- 
filiated with this maker. The 
Timberline just happens to 
be a solidly made, comfort- 
able, roomy stand at a killer 
price. What really puts it over 
the top are the excellent 
platform- and seat-leveling 
systems, which no other 
stand here has. It doesn’t bite 
i nto the tree that great, so 
bring an extra ratchet strap 
to crank it down tight. 


MUDDY THE BOSS XL 
$129.99; GDMUDDY.CDM 
OUTLET PRICE: $99.99 
(SPDRTSMANSGUIDE.CDM) 

BARGAIN RATING Excel 
lent • Ease of Use: Very good 
• Features: Very good •Com- 
fort: Very good •Stealth: 
Excellent 

SPECS Steel construction; 
nylon cinch strap • 20 lb. • 

27 V2"x 25” platform with 
footrest •i8"xi2’'cushion 
seat • 300-lb. capacity 
COMMENTS The Boss 
XL’s strap attaches to the 
stand viatwo loops in the 
nylon webbing, lettingyou 
instantly undo either end to 
switch the buckle to which- 
everside makes hanging 
easier— a handy feature. 
With no metal hook,the 
strap is quieter, too. The 
XLgoes up solidly and the 
metal has a great, no-slip 
finish. Like the platform, the 
seat is big, but the foam is a 
little cheap and squishy. 


X-STAND THE CHAMP 
$119.99; X-STAND.CDM 
OUTLET PRICE: $99.99 
(SPDRTSMANSGUIDE.CDM) 


MILLENNIUM M25A 
$99 95' 

MILLENNIUMbNDS.CDM 
OUTLET PRICE: SAME 


BARGAIN RATING Very 
good • Ease of Use: Very 
good • Features: Good • 
Comfort: Very good • Stealth: 
Very good 

SPECS Steel construction; 
nylon cinch strap • 20 lb. • 
platform with 
footrest •i8"x 12" cushion 
seat • 300-lb. capacity 
COMMENTS No single 
feature of the Champ jumps 
up and grabsyou. It’s a sturdy, 
roomy stand that goes up 
fairlyquicklyand quietly, bites 
firmly into the tree, and has a 
good-size, comfortable seat. 
The company lists the plat- 
form at 34 inches deep, but 
that includes the upswept 
footrest portion, which you 
can’t really stand on. Bottom 
line: It’s a basic but well-made 
steel hang-on for a very rea- 
sonable price. 


BARGAIN RATING Good 
• Ease of Use: Good • Fea- 
; tures:Verygood^ Comfort: 

! Excellent •Stealth: Poor 
SPECS Steel construction; 
i chain attachment with sec- 
: ondary ratchet straps 19 lb. 

; •29V2"x 24" platform with 
; footrest •2o"xi6'Tabric 
i seat •300-lb. capacity 
; COMMENTS This is a really 
; well-made stand— builtto 
; last with probably the best 
: seat in the business. I just 
; can’t get past the chain at- 
; tachment. A chain is always 
r making unwanted noise, and 
: youcan nevergetitquiteas 
; tight as a good strap. That 
: said, if noise isn’t a bigfac- 
: torforyou— say, if you’ll 
! hangthe stand well ahead 
i ofthe hunt and leave it for a 
j while— the M25A will serve 
; you very well. 



THE TEST 


After assembling the 
stands, I weighed 
them with my scale 
and measured dimen- 
sions with my tape. 
Then I hit the woods to 
test for the following: 

■ Ease of Use With a 
timer running, I hung 
each stand-twice- 
to see how quickly 
and easily I could at- 
tach it securely and 
be ready to hunt. 
'Comfort I sat in 
each stand for sev- 
eral hours to gauge 
how comfortably a 
hunter could spend 
the good part of a 
day in it. 

'Stealth I toted each 
model through the 
woods to see how 
easily and quietly it 
carried. I also paid at- 
tention to noise while 
hanging the stand, 
and then torqued the 
metal to check for 
creaks. 

' Features I gave ex- 
tra credit for any unex- 
pected or especially 
good features (such as 
the Millennium seat] in 
this price range. -D.H. 
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RANGE UEE SHOOT SETTER GEAR UP 


For some, shooting is more than just a hobby; it's a passion. We can relate. 


Range365 is the newest, coolest, best destination for shooters. 


RANGE. 

range365.com 


RANGE 


365 






iiAyAiOM HYDRA 

The MOST VERSATILE 
KNIFE in the woods. 


Choice 

Ptofessionjy ShEupening Station 

Sharpen 

□Steel 

□ Strop w 


With 7 different surgically sharp Quik- Change™ blades, 
the Havalon Hydra is the knife that can do it all. 

Fon a FREE CATALOG, visit HAVALON.COM or call: 1-88B-B36-3204 USE PROMO CODE: ES1115 


A lifetime supply of 
incredibly sharp edges! 

For a store near you, ceH: 

800*342'^2I^ 

— — www.chefschQfce.com 

AsssitHh] in U SA Q mB Ec^eCfaft Oofp. 


SAVE TIME 

24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 

www.fieldandstream.com/cs 



HELia 

STI®M 


For Home Security Done Right, Do It Yourself 

Skip the pushy salesguys who show up at your door and won’t 
Leave until you sign a contract. Take back the time that's stolen 
waiting around for an install tech who is hours late. Save yourself the 
headache of dealing with the mess they leave when they miswire your 
entire house. 

Get home security done right. Get SimpliSafe. It's the first 
professionally monitored home security system that you can install 
yourself in under thirty minutes. 

Built by the country’s top engineers with the latest wireless 
technology, it gets rid of everything that makes traditional home 
security such a hassle. You save hundreds on installation. You get 
rid of vulnerabilities like landlines that burglars target. You get 24/7 
professional monitoring for only $1 4.99/month (a fraction of the cost!) 

— and you never get locked in a long-term contract. 

Protect your home the right way. 

m O ©SimpliSafe 


9 . SimpliSafe.com/field 



Only available when you visit this site 
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SPECIAL 

GQNUS 

SECTION 


Day Tripper 
Proper clothing, 
food, and mind-set 
are essential for 
long vigils. 


Handbook 
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The All-Day Rut Sit 

When, where, and how to pull a 
dawn-to-dusk vigil— that may 
not need to last so longByScottBestui 
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Born to take on the most rugged terrain. Waterproof. Insulated. Lightweight, 
fl^eady to roam. See the full line of boots and apparel at WOLVERINE.COM, 


©2015 Wolverine Worldwide, Inc. 




lUHITETIIil HinOBOOKlI^ 


I t’s a simple equation: The more rutting bueks move, the less sueeessful hunters do— as in, not at all. For mueh of the 
year, whitetails are generally erepuseular ereatures. But when breeding aetivity ramps up, a buek is as likely to be 
on his feet at noon— or 10 a.m., or 2 p.m.— as he is at dawn and dusk. The only way to tag such a buck is to be waiting 
when he puts his track shoes on. But when is that, exactly? Where should you locate yourself? And are you truly 
prepared to put in the hours? Follow the guidelines below to sit your way to a rut wall -hanger. 



ANALYZE BREEDING ACTIVITY 

Sure, lots of rubs and scrapes are exciting, 
but an explosion of buck sign is just a pre- 
amble to the Big Show. Wait for bucks to get 
truly amped up. They should be seriously ha- 
rassing does at feeding areas, and if you spot 
an all-out chase, peak breeding is a handful of 
days off. Once bucks reach this fever pitch, gear 
up for an all-day hunt. 

CHOOSE THE SPOT 

There are two prime locations for an all- 
day stand hunt: doe bedding areas, and 
terrain funnels that connect bedding cover 
and feeding areas. If you know the specific 
places where does bed, wriggle into them at 
first light because bucks will be nosing around 
them throughout the day. If you’re uncertain, 
focus on terrain funnels that connect thick 
cover and popular feeding areas such as farm 
fields, food plots, dear-cuts, and oak ridges. 


Bucks will prowl these areas constantly, seek- 
ing out estrousdoes. 

WATCH THE WEATHER 

The whitetail rut occurs at about the same 
time every year, but daytime rutting ac- 
tivity is influenced by temperature. If heat and 
relative humidity are high, whitetails will limit 
movement to the dead of night. Drop plans for 
a midday hunt and focus on the normal dawn 
and dusk activity windows. But if there’s a cold 
snap— especially one accompanied by snow- 
count on bucks to travel throughout the day. 

GEAR YOURSELF UP 

You’ve got to prepare for cold dawn 
temps and the warmth of midday; wear 
light clothing if you’ve got a long walk to your 
stand, and carry extra layers in a daypack. Don’t 
skimp on food and water. You’ll function bet- 
ter with plenty of liquids (sports drinks, soups. 


juices) and solid food (high-carb items like trail 
mix, peanut-butter sandwiches, and dried fruit). 
Don’t neglect entertainment, either. A good pa- 
perback will keep you occupied through deer- 
less spells, and don’t feel bad about texting your 
buddies or enjoying a game on a smartphone if 
it’ll keep you out there. 

TAKE A BREAK 

Sticking with a stand can get exhausting 
and claustrophobic (the five-hour mark 
is when it kicks in for me), and sometimes you 
just need a little break to regain your stamina. 
When that happens, I get down, walk a few cir- 
cles around the tree, and sit or lie down for a 
bit to stretch. I’ve even sat against the base of 
the tree and taken a short nap. However, I’m 
haunted by the story of my cousin, who took 
such a snooze and woke to find a giant buck 
staring at him from 15 steps. Usually, a minor 
respite is all I need before climbing back up. ® 
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TACTICS 



Jump on Her Bed 

Find November bucks 
by looking where they’re 
looking By Scott BestuI 


B ucks are hunting does as hard as 
we’re hunting bueks right now, so 
it makes sense for us to ambush 
our trophies where they’re most 
likely to search: places where the 
females bed. Here are four of the 
favorite sanetuaries that does are using— 
and how to set up in them to take a buek. 



INTRODUCING PURSUIT SHADOW. THE LIGHTEST HUNTING BOOT MONEY CAN BUY 


and a fleece lining good to -20F. 

MUCKBOOTCOMPANY.COM 


LEAN. 

MEAN. 

HUNTING MACHINE. 


DONALD M. JONES 
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RIDGE END 

Does love to bed on ridge 
ends, even more so when the 
wind is blowing straight along 
the ridgetop, directly toward 
the point. Then, does can bed 
down at the very tip and look 
over the edge. The wind warns 
them of danger approach- 
ing from their back, and their 
eyes can detect any threat ap- 
proaching from below. 


BEST SETUP 

Place a stand right at the end 
of the ridge, and sit it only 
when the wind blows toward 
the tip. You’ll have a virtual 
no-bust setup that you can sit 
all day, particularly during the 
rut, or when hunting pressure 
forces deer to bed where they 
feel most secure. 


— o— 

SIDEHILL DENCH 

In hilly or mountainous coun- 
try, does love to bed on any flat 
spot on the sidehill, where they 
enjoy similar advantages to 
bedding on the ridge end but 
with added protection from 
strong winds. During storm 
fronts, especially, benches on 
the lee side of a hill are excel- 
lent places to look for does. 


BEST SETUP 

Thermals can make any side- 
hill a tricky spot for a stand, so 
hang two sets: one above the 
bench and one below it. Sit in 
the stand that won’t allow ther- 
mals to spread your scent to 
the bench. Still-hunting the 
sidehill above the bench can 
be a very effective tactic, espe- 
cially for a firearm hunt. 


HIGH SPDT IN A 
SWAMP DR MARSH 

Swamps offer thermal cover, 
protection from high winds 
and precipitation, and safety 
from hunters and predators. 
Does will seek out humps and 
bumps where they can bed 
high and dry. 


BEST SETUP 

Hang a stand right in the mid- 
dle of a swamp’s large, dry 
flat. Does will work down 
from neighboring high-ground 
feeding areas and/or move to 
escape from hunters. If you’re 
hunting a cattail or willow 
marsh, set up on trail(s) lead- 
ing to and from the bedding 
cover. During rifle season, 
making small pushes through 
a marsh can be productive. 



GIG-FIELD HIDEY-HDLE 

CRP or fallow fields are favorite 
bedding places for does in farm 
and prairie country. While all 
fields appear the same at first 
glance, does invariably prefer 
those that offer some sort of 
structure— a lone tree, a patch 
of brush, a weed-choked de- 
pression, a wooded fenceline— 
that makes them feel secure. 


BEST SETUP 

Since a treestand is rarely an 
option, tuck a ground blind 
against the highest cover, 
or don a gillie suit and wrig- 
gle against weeds or brush 
to hide your silhouette. Rifle 
hunters can often glass a field 
from a high vantage point, 
then plan a stalk when they 
see a buck cruising.© 



HAMMERLESS 

REVOLUTION^ 


'We absolutely love our Vortek StrikerFire®! 

The revolutionary design in the hammerless system 
is second to nonel” 

-MARK a TERRY DRURY 

I . Drury Outdoors 


StrikerFire System-no external hammer! Slide the 
button forward to quickly and quietly cock the gun. 




STRIKERFIRE 
SYSTEM BUTTON 

makes it easy to cock and 
de-cock the striker mechanism 


CHROMOLY BARREL 

Lightweight, balanced, and 
provides increased accuracy 


f TR|i9t»ER 

Two-Stage competition-style 
trigger set at 2 pounds 


IratUtions 


VORTEK STRIKERFIRE 




But the peak breeding period presents a 
nearly identical situation. Bucks are hunkered 
in cover, and not moving much, because they 
have what they want: an estrous doe. Their 
urge to stay with that doe and breed her can 
actually make drives during lockdown even 
more productive than late-season ones. 

When those late drives occur, survival is 
a buck’s only goal. But during the rut, he has 
conflicting urges— breeding and survival— 
which make him less likely to abandon his mate 
and slip out some overlooked escape route. 

Two kinds of drives work now: a two- or 
three-hunter “bump,” used when you have 
pinpointed a breeding pair in an isolated 
pocket of cover or have encountered them 
there before; and one that targets large areas 
of doe habitat that bucks are visiting now. 

DO THE BUMP 

Think small for these drives. Likely spots in- 
clude islands of tall weeds in a field, thickets of 
saplings and deadfalls, brushy cover behind a 
dam, clusters of cedars in a fallow field, brier 
patches next to a farm driveway, points of 
cover jutting into a field, or patches of bram- 
bles next to a rut chasing area. 

Determine wind direction as well as the 
nearest thicket where the pair may seek ref- 
uge. Place a hunter downwind near that spot. 
Have one or two hunters sneak toward the 
pair or the suspected lie, with the wind blow- 
ing crossways or toward the deer. Their job: 
Bump the doe. The buck will follow. Since 
these are isolated cover patches, the pair will 
naturally flee to the next thicket. 


The Rut Drive 

Not seeing any 
bucks during the 
best time of the 
year to hunt deer? 
Give them a little 
bump By Gerald Almy 


M ost hunters save 
drives for the late 
season. Deer are 
holed up in poek- 
ets of eover then 
and aren’t moving 
mueh— perfeet eireumstanees 
for organizing a drive to get 
those bueks out of hiding. 


STRATEGIES 



Keep your guns and valuables safe and 
secure with Stack-On. 


LOCK IT DOWN. 

Stack-On offers the largest selection of safes and secure storage in 
the U.S.A. Fronn 66-gun fire-resistant safes to single-pistol safes, 
we have a solution to meet your secure storage needs. 


Stack-On is the #1 brand of safes purchased by hunters in the U.S.A. 

(Annual Hunter Survey by the NSSF and Southwick Associates - for 2012, 2013 and 2014). 


www.stack-on.com 

Stack-On Products Co., 1360 N. Old Rand Road, Wauconda, IL 60084 
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MOVE THE FAMILY 

For these drives, rely on your scouting knowl- 
edge of where different doe family groups 
hang out in semiopen pockets of pines, shrubs, 
plum thickets, laurel, raspberry, and honey- 
suckle near major food sources or stream bor- 
ders. Bucks weren’t here a month ago, but now 
they’re dropping in between breeding sessions 
to hook up with another estrous doe. 

These 2- to 5-acre core doe areas aren’t as 
tightly defined, so you need four to six hunters 
to drive them. Put standers where the cover 
peters out, at the starting point, and on any 
side ditches, fingers of vegetation, or funnels 
where an estrous doe may bail out from the 
group and entice a buck to follow. Push slowly 
with a crossing wind or tailwind. 

Most bucks will stay with the estrous doe 
when she jumps, but be alert. Some older 
bucks will hunker down because they know 
where the doe will go and can find her later. 

Work the area thoroughly, and pause occa- 
sionally so that you’ll cause any nearby skulk- 
ing buck to break out. And be ready at the end. 
These educated bucks may burst out min- 
utes after the drive, when most hunters are 
downing sandwiches with their guns propped 
against trees. ® 


Photograph by PETER BOHLER 





WIN THE 




You and a friend could win a 3-day elk hunting 
trip with the former UFC fighter and star of the 
TV hunting show “Uncaged with Matt Hughes.'“ 

Enter at your dealer 

For details go to arcticcat.com. 
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SHARE OUR PASSION. 


No one gives you a choice in this battle like Arctic Cat? The new Alterra™ ATV comes with our -* 

SpeedRack® II system for gear, plus there are accessories like gun scabbards and rack bag's.- 
Or check out an HDX™ 700 Side by Side. It’s got 1,000 lbs. of carrying capacity, FOX FLOAT® 
adjustableshocksanda3-personbenchseat.Learnmoreatarcticcat.com. - : ^ ^ ?V 


♦NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Open. to legal residents of tbe U.S./D.C. (excluding FL, NY & Rl) and Canada (excluding Quebec), 
21 or older at time of entry and are eligible to possess firearms and obtain bunting license as applicable by law. Void where prohibited. To enter, visit a participating Arctic Cat dealer and deposit a completed entry form into the official ballot box by 1 2/31/1 5. 
Limit one (1) entry per person. One (1) Grand Prize: Ultimate Hunting Trip with Matt Hughes (ARV $14,000). For Official Rules and full prize description, visit participating dealer orwww.arcticcat.com. Sponsor: Arctic Cat Inc., 505 U.S. 169 Frontage Road 
#1000, Minneapolis, MN 55441. ATVs and ROVs can be hazardous to operate. Improper use can cause severe injury or death. Each rider must wear a seat belt (on ROVs), an approved helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; use handholds/steering 
wheel and stay completely inside the vehicle. ROV operators must have a valid driver’s license (no operators under age 16) and all riders must be able to sit with their back against the seat, feet flat on the floor and hands on handholds/steering wheel. Each 
rider must read and understand the operator's manual before riding. Follow all instructions and warnings. Avoid abrupt maneuvers, paved surfaces, hard acceleration when turning, and sidehilling; slow down before entering a turn. Never engage in stunt 
driving. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never carry a passenger in the cargo box or exceed seating capacity on an ROV; never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV. The minimum operator age is 16 for ATVs, 14 
on a 150 model, and over 12 on the 90 and DVX 90. Only ride an ATV that is right for your age. Supervise riders younger than 16. Never operate on public roads unless designated for off-highway vehicle access - collisions with cars and trucks can 
occur. Never drive or ride under influence of alcohol or drugs. Do not shoot from or lean firearms or bows against the ATV or ROV. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take a training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the ATV Safety 
Institute at (800) 887-2887 In Canada, call the Canada Safety Council at (613) 739-1535 or see your dealer. For ROV training visit www.rohva.org. Along with concerned conservationists everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you to "Tread Lightly" on public and private 
lands. Ride only on designated areas or trails. Preserve your future riding opportunities by showing respect for the environment, local laws and the rights of others when riding. FOX FLOAT® is a registered trademark of . ... , , . . ^ 

FOX Racing Shox. Alterra: Arctic Catf HDX; Prowlec® Share Our Passion™ and SpeedRack® are trademarks or registered trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc. ©2015 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat trOQCl llQhlly ! 
ATVs and Side by Sides (ROVs) are world-class products from Arctic Cat Inc. leaving a good impression " 






Food-Plot Rx 

A two-step solution 
to keeping deer 
happy and fed— and 
on your land By Gerald Almv 


I t’s frustrating: You 
invested a lot of time, 
effort, and money into 
ereating food plots on 
your property, but 
you’re not getting a lot 
of produetion. Worse, what 
grows on those plots gets 
eaten up so quiekly that deer 
don’t stiek around— whieh is 
the whole point of putting in 
food plots. 


plowing, let the plot sit for a few 
weeks, then till to a smooth bed. 
Nowtest the soil to determine 
lime and fertilizer needs, and disk 
those into the soil. 



Diagnosis 


-» Deeraremovingto nearby 
property where there’s more acre- 
age i n plots, with crops that offer 
better nutrition and palatability. So 
you need to improve existing plots 
and breakground forfuture sites. 


-» To improveyour output per 
acre, buy a plow such as the 


CountyLine Middle Buster ($150; 
tractorsupply.com) and plow 
plots 8 to 16 inches deep where 
you’ve only been shallow-tilling 
or diskingthetop by 4to 8 inches. 
Your plants need softer, uncom- 
pacted soil so roots can dig deep 
and grow stronger by utilizing 
phosphorus, potassium, micro- 
nutrients, and moisture they 
couldn’t reach before. After deep 


-¥ Clear fresh sites for new plots 
in areas that you’re not hunting 
now; in areas that you are hunt- 
ing, plan to make plots after the 
season closes. Existingforest trails 
are good potential sites; you can 
increase light on them by cutting 
back shadingtrees on the sides. 
Natural clearings in woods, log 
landings, and abandoned fields 
are other possibilities. If you have 
none of these, hire a bulldozer op- 
erator to create openings in your 
woods. Clear debris, kill existing 
vegetation, mow, and then disk or 
plowthe organic residue into the 
soil. Also consider planting peren- 
nials such as clover or chicory, 
which are rarely destroyed by 
overbrowsing and will keep white- 
tails on your land even if they eat 
annuals down to the ground. ® 



in fletching 

Molded sleeve you 
simply slide onto the 
arrow shaft 

3 Blazer* vanes on a 
3° right helical 

Designed for standard 
carbon shafts with an 
OD of .293-.306 


BQHNING 


For a free 6 pack of Stretch Fletch, vjsit; 
www.bphning.com/surveyr ^ 


Login: FS15-NQV,Jl.^*4T. 5S«v^BaHNlNG.caM 
Password: stretchfletcKjiife 3/1* . 2 2 9 . -4 2 ^4- 7 
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• Newest innovation 


CHARLES ALSHEIMER 








CONTINUED FROM P. 71 

stickings, so to speak. Here’s my chance. 

“Get on him, Ed. Get on him!” 

I force the gig upstream, against the cur- 
rent. The barbed tines hover over the hog 
molly for a half second as I calculate the op- 
tical distortion. You have to aim behind the 
fish to compensate for refraction — one more 
split second and I make my jab, grunting 
like a javelin thrower. I hear a dispiriting 
chiiink as the gig hits the bottom. I have no 
idea where the fish went. When I glance 
over at Reed, he’s back on his side of the 
bow deck, piling suckers into the washtub. I 
was concentrating so hard that I didn’t no- 
tice the end of the boat ramp sliding into the 
light. It startles me. The boat grinds into the 
riprap with a grim tone of finality. 

My turn is over. My gig is up. 

PUT DF THE RIVER, INTO THE FRYING PAN 

By now word about our fish fry on the river- 
bank has spread, and the group of a half 
dozen giggers has swollen with the addition 
of perhaps 15 others. Their disappointment 
shows when they hear I was skunked, and 
I’m a bit embarrassed myself. One fellow, 
Gayman Reed, sidles up close. He’s a polite 
young man. “It ain’t easy till you figure out 
the trick,” he says. 

“So what’s the trick?” I ask. 

“You get that gig right above the head,” 
he says, very seriously. “And you don’t 
stick him, but you pin him to the bottom.” 

“Really?” I laugh. “That’s the big mys- 
tery? That’s all you got for me?” 

He turns a little red. “It’s kinda hard to 
explain,” he admits, and I pat him on the 
back. Given my sorry showing so far. I’m 
grateful for any advice. Thankfully, there’s 
not much time to lick my wounds. I can’t 
claim a hand in our haul, but 100 pounds of 
fish need cleaning, so I roll up my sleeves. 

Back in the day, Ozark folks salted and 
pickled suckers for long-term storage, but 
in modern times, almost all of the fish are 
bound straight for fish batter and hot 
grease. Our base camp is already set up for 
a serious feed. A fire roars on the riverbank, 
surrounded by camp chairs. Four propane 
tanks power the floodlights and fish cook- 
ers. A Formica tabletop is perched on oil 
drums. There are card tables and an ironing 
board topped with scrap wood — an inge- 
nious mobile fish cleaning station. I’ve 
stumbled into a hillbilly Burning Man. 

I elbow my way into a half dozen guys 
cleaning fish on the bed of a work truck, 
and someone slides me a scaler. The secret 
to sucker cuisine is in the scoring. A few 
guys meticulously score fish with cuts 
maybe inch apart, all the way to the bone. 


but Reed has a more inventive method: He 
runs fish through a homemade scoring con- 
traption. A fillet is placed in a tray, then put 
through said contraption with a couple 
dozen stainless-steel razor blades that open 
up the meat. “Like one of those blooming 
onions,” Nate Hagedorn says. It’s as odd a 
way to prep a fish as I’ve ever seen. The last 
step, though, is fish fry loi: Dredge the fish 
in dry batter and slide them into a black- 
iron pot simmering with oil. Reed dips 
them out with a long-handled wire spoon 
and we dive in as soon as the fish are cool 
enough to handle. The bones have van- 
ished. Each /4-inch segment is crisp as a 
potato chip. I take a bite. 

I’m with Reed: Scored right and fried 
right. I’m not sure I’ve tasted better. 

HOG MOLLY HEAVEN 

While there’s a 20-per-person limit on 
suckers, no one wants to gig more than they 
can eat, and we have plenty. I’m starting to 
wonder if I’ll head home batting zero for the 
night. That’s when Braun tells us that he 
and his wife will take all the extra suckers 
we can provide. Thankfully, motive and op- 
portunity conspire to get me back on the 
boat, gig in hand, with revenge on my mind. 

This round I’m partnered up with Na- 
than Gollins, soft-spoken and thoughtful 
beyond his 18 years. It hasn’t been that 
long since he was the beginner himself, 
watching from the back of the boat. “First I 
wasn’t tall enough to reach over the rail,” 
he tells me. “Then I wasn’t strong enough 
to hold the gig. It’s a physical sport. But I 
just watched a lot till I figured it out.” 

By now the fish have been stirred up by 
hours of gigging, and they’re flighty. Still, 
Gollins is a machine. He’s sticking fish after 
fish, while I’m jabbing at flashes like swat- 
ting mosquitoes by hand. Brad Reed is on 
the tiller, and there’s no hiding the fact that 
he’s trying to run down fish on my side of the 
boat. My arms are wearing out when I spot 
a hog molly playing possum — hunkered 
down behind a rock. My kind of trash fish, 
I think. I hover the four barbs over the 
sucker’s back, and when I jab the gig home 
I feel the tines pin the fish to the bottom. 
Gayman Reed was right. That’s the trick. 

“There he is! Yes, sir!” Gollins praises, 
with as much relief as good wishes, I sus- 
pect. “Nice hog molly! Not bad!” 

Not bad. I figure that’s pretty high praise 
for a greenhorn gigger. I shouldn’t have ex- 
pected to roll into the Ozarks and pick up a 
lauded tradition without paying a few first- 
timer dues. I scrape the fish into the wash- 
tub and finally feel like I’m in the game. The 
best part is, the night’s still young. 0 



A vailable for purchase with coupon in 
fine stores everywhere oroniine at: 

www.appliednutrition.com 

Enter Coupon Code: 012064 





MAGNUM BLOOD-FLOW 
SEXUAL PEAK PERFORMANCE 
FOR MEN 


Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. Not valid for online or mail-order purchases. Retailer: 
Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for the face value plus 8 (cents) handling provided it Is redeemed hy 
a consumer at the time of purchase on the brand specified. Coupons not properly redeemed will be void 
and held. Reproduction by any party by any means is expressly prohibited. Any other use constitutes 
fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to deny reimbursement (due to misredemption activity) and/or 
reguest proof of purchase for coupon(s) submitted. Mail to: CMS Dept. 10363, Irwin Naturals, 1 Fawcett 
Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840. Cash value: .001 (cents). Void where taxed or restricted. ONE COUPON PER 








THE LAST AIR FILTER YOU’LL EVER BUY! 


K&N AIR FILTERS 

The washable and reusable pleated 
and oiled cotton gauze filtration 
medium runs up to 50,000 miles 
between cleanings, depending on 
highway conditions. Backed by a 
10-year / 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. 
Installs in minutes. 

"Amazing Filters!" 

"K&N are the best filters on the market 
I wouldn't use anything else. The first 
thing I do when I buy a new truck is 
order a K&N Filter for it Thanks K&NH" 
- Lewis 14{ (West Haven, UT) 


INCREASE POWER 
& TORQUE! 


K&N COLD AIR INTAKES^ 

Boost power and torque with a K&N Cold Air Intake. Custom-engineered 
with the famous K&N Filtercharger cone filter and power-tuned intake 
tract. Backed by a 10-year / 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. Easy installation. 


*Street legal in most states. Some intake systems are not 
legal for use on certain vehicles in California or other states 
adopting CA emission standards. See online for CARS status 
on each part for a specific vehicle. 



SUPERIOR TRUCK BED PROTEaiON! 

BEDRUG 


Only Liner I Will Use! it**** 

“My 200 1 F- 1 50 still has the original in it Deer blood, 
fish guts, wood, mulch, you name it and it has with- 
stood the test of time. A guick power 
wash and it's as good as new." 

- Mike H. (Havre de Grace, MD) 




MiXT EENEMTIDII BEDUNERS 

BEDRUG TRUCK BED LINER 

BedRug looks like cozy carpeting, but it's 
tough as nails. The thick mat cushions 
your loads and helps stop cargo from 
sliding around. And, it's custom fit to your 
exact year, make and model, making for 
an easy installation. Durable all-plastic 
material stands up to heavy cargo and 
nasty weather. Lifetime Warranty. 


THE WORLD’S FINEST HARD ROLL-UP TONNEAU! 

RevoLvemty 

HARE) ROLLING COVER ^ 

BAK REVOLVER X2 TONNEAU COVER 

Bak Industriesis excited to introduce the Revolver X2 - an all-new and improved 
aluminum hard rolling tonneau cover that offers tough security, ingenious 
mechanical locking rails, a flush low profile design, and simple one-handed 
operation. Its unique "no profile" design ensures lower coefficient wind drag 
resulting in better fuel economy, and renders a clean aesthetically rich look.The cover is 
designed to withstand over 400 pounds of evenly distributed weight, and the 
Tuff-BAK vinyl lining makes it resistant to dents, scratches and wear. Revolver X2 
allows for 100% truck bed access, and locks securely with the truck's tailgate. 


EASILY HAUL BOATS, BIKES & MORE! 

Flaul your goods the right way with robust CURT Receiver Hitches. Featuring precision 
manufacturing for superior fit and strength. A durable powder coat ensures your receiver 
hitch looks great and stands up to the elements. Backed by a Lifetime Warranty 


^^CCJRT 



URGEST ONLINE SELECTION Call Our Exuart; 888 591 6928 

1,000s of Parts for Performance, Protection & Style vClII V/UI LApCI Lj www • I ■ V 

© 2013. AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved. AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, inc. Aii other marks are the property of their respective owners. Prices subject to change. Not responsibie for typographicai errors. 





FREE SHIPPING 

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE - NO HIDDEN FEES 



• Available with the New RT-Series Light Bar Pictured (Patent Pending) 

• Front Bumpers Feature Integrated Tow Rings & Recessed Light Holes 

• Rear Bumpers Compatible with Factory Parking Sensors & Hitches 

• OEM Fit with Options for Winch, Light Mounts, Grille Guards, & More 


riMunun Dunrcr\^ uy ivi 


MAGNUM RT STEPS by ICI 


• Unique Patent Pending Design with Wide Drop Steps 

• Removable Step Pads Feature Non-Slip Diamond Tread 

• Heavy-Duty Bracket Design Provides 2X 
the Strength of Conventional Brackets 

• Available for Ford, GM, Dodge, Toyota & Jeep 


You Deserve the Best- 
STEPUPTOANAGNUN! 


Designed and manufactured in the U.S.A., Magnum Truck Accessories are hand-crafted 
from premium heavy duty steel, then treated with a proprietary 3-stage coating 
process. The result? An extremely durable, long-lasting, beautiful matte black finish. 
Magnum Truck Gear is easy to install - no drilling required - and carries a lifetime 
structural warranty. What are you waiting for? 'Magnum-ize'your truck today! 


ADD STYLE & PROTECTION WITH CALTREND SEAT COVERS! 




CALTREND DIGITAL CAMO CANVAS SEAT COVERS 

Crafted from heavy-duty canvas-type fabric with reinforced seams and UV 
protection, so they're sturdy enough to shield your stock seats from any 
onslaught. Available in 4 digital camo colors. 5-year warranty. 


CALTREND TOUGHCAMO SEAT COVERS 

Crafted from heavy-duty ToughCamo material with a lacquered topcoat 
for UV- and abrasion-resistance, these premium seat covers stay soft 
and smooth for years of comfortable use. 2-year warranty 


CALTREND NEOSUPREME SEAT COVERS 

CalTrend's Neosupreme material delivers supreme comfort, wraps your 
seats in a stylish, snug-fitting wetsuit-like material and protects your 
interior from the inevitable wipeouts. 3-year warranty. 


orvisitAutoAnything.com 


LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE 

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection. 


1. Free Shipping to Continentai US oniy. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & seiect shipments exciuded. 2. Find it for iess and we’ii refund the difference up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions appiy. See website for compiete detaiis and restrictions. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICif 


QUMJTY TOOLS 


7 FT. 4" X 9 FT. 6" 
PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

LOT 69115/69137 
69249/69129/69121 
877 




$399 

REG. PRICE $8.99 

lilliillllililllill lill lllilllllllll 
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LIMIT 9 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/f6. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

90 amV fVux wi^ weldeI^ 
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LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/f6. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

"SOPIECr 

ROTARY TOOL KIT 

diil(master 



$799 

REG. PRICE $24.99 

lililll' 1:111 llllllllllllllllllllllli 
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LIMIT 8 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/f6. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

SOOlK CAPACITY 
ALUMINUM 
CARGO CARRIER 




LOT 92655 
69688/60771 


$149.99 

lililll: i:iiiiiiii.iiiiiiiiiii:ii«iiiii 
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LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



B^raraALJSi 
26". 16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

LOT 61609/67831 shown 
10601b. 

Capacity 
14,600 cu. in. 
of storage 


. REG. PRICE 

$649.99 



$31999 

1^1 1 fSCUftT 

LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423 
other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club membership. 


Trencher, Saw I , 

Items, open box itetris, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
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How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 




PmSBVKGH^ 
RAPID PUMP® 
3TDN HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLDDRJACK 


SAVE 

$80 

Customer Rating 

nnoar 


LOT 69227/62116/62584 
62590/68048 shown 



EG. PRICE • Weighs 
1 59.99 74 lbs. 


$ 7999 | 

lililll iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiuiiiiiiiiii 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 




SUPER 

COUPON 


SAVE 

44 % 

Customer Rating 

□□□□ 

29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED STEEL WTO 
DRILL BIT SET 

$1399 



LOT 5889/62281 
$24.99 61637 shown 


D 1 D VD 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



ELECTRIC CHAINSAW 
SHARPENER 

LOT 61613 

68221 shown O/HfC 

iSsS 40 % 



9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION 
WRENCH SETS 

PITTSBtniGtt 
SAE ' METRIC 
LOT 69043 LOT 69044 
42304 shown 42305 


$2999 

REG. PRICE 

$49.99 


lililll lililll II liiiiiiiiiinii 
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LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

^60ledsdIar 

„ SECURITY LIGHT 

^uiikec Hill S«curt^« 

LOT 62534/69643 shown 

SAVE 

46 % 

UGGfflKi $59.99 

liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
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3 GALLON, 100 PSI OILLESS 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

A. HOT DOG STYLE 

LOT 69269/97080 shown 

B. PANCAKE 

LOT 95275 shown 
60637/61615 


M 


SAVE 

55 % 

YOUR CHOICE! 

$ 39 ®* 

REG. PRICE $89.99 

iii[iiiiiiDiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



20-60 X 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 
WITH TRIPOD 

LOT 62774/94555 sho 

Customer Rating 




H 

SAVE 

;H 

42% 


r 

* 


I 

« 

I 

1 

* ; 
# I 
I 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by call 
800-423-2567. Cannot he used with other discount or cougon or pt 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original recei 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per d 
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LIMIT 8 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from originai purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

“ammo BOX 

^ LOT 61451 



TRIPLE BALLi 
TRAILER HITCHi 

LOT 61913 shown ■ 


61914 


SAVE 


REG. price; 

$59.99 





$1999 

llllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllll i 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by calling * 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 

1195 LirCAPACITYi 
4 FT. X 8 FT. I 
171 VE HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE I 
740 UTILITY TRAILER I 




REG. PRICE 

$13.99 


$499 

lililll 9111 miiiiiiii III iiiiinir INI 
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LIMIT 9 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from originai purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies iast. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
.ui.u iiiiuuaii utu, .u. uii., wuKu.. K"' h'-' ua,. ^ prescnted. Valid through 2/20/16. Liijiit one coupon per customer per day 
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LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LOT 62170/62648 ! 

62666/90154 shown CnCflQQ* 
• DOT certified tires 

"“•"I*®***®* REG. PRICE $ 399 . 99 1 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by caiiing 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ^ 

















lOWEST PRICES mmf 






600 Stores 
Nationwide 


FUS*«BtALia 
sir' 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 



SUPER COUPON 


FREE 



LOT 69397 
61427/95272 shown 
. • 704 lb. Capacity 


^WINNER^' 

Best Mechanic’s 
Tool Cart 

Truckin’ Magazine 


WiTH ANY PURCHASE ' 

3-1/2 " SUPER BRIGHT | 
NINE LED ALUMINUM > 


FLASHLIGHT | 


illiilillliiililiiliiillliiillliiiiiliiiliiliiili 
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Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 

I cuuijuii yuud at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by caiiing 800-423-2567. 
Otter good while suppiies iast. Shipping & Handiing charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must he presented, 
'alid through 2/20/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 




4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 
drillmaster 


aaar 


95578/69645 





super'; I i^llOTUf super'; 

• ffirff COUPON- 1- ffVff COUPON- 


REG. PRICE 

$19.99 

llillllllllllllllllilllllllillllllllllllililllllll 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

iSvS?"4000PlAK; 
3200 RUNNING W 
jRm 6.5 HP (212 CC 

LOT 68528/69729/69676 shown 

LOT 69675/69728* 

CALIFORNIA ONLY I 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillilll 


HANDGUN SAFE/VAULT 

(Juntor NHI Security 

LOT 61581 



Customer Rating 

□□□r 




$09<I9 

REG. PRICE $149.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

21 270&07 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


Customer Rating 


6.5 HP[212CC)0HV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES 

LOT 60363 
69730/68120 


LOT 68121/69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 



$gg99 

REG. PRICE $279.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


3/8" X 14 FT. GRADE 43 
TOWING CHAIN 


LOT 60658 
Not for 97711 shown I 
overhead lifting. | 


2 1 2e.«7»a 



s;ivE 

54001b. KROL 

Capacity OO iO reg. PRICE $44.99 i 
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3-IN-1 PORTABLE 
POWER PACK WITH 
I ^ JUMP STARTER 

czErvj-=rsc=i-i. 

LOT 38391 
CAIIC 62306/62376 

vHirC 60657 shown 

33%$0ggg 

REG. PRICE $59.99 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


$599 
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LOT 66537 shown 
69505/62418 


231937 

LIMIT 9 - Good at oui 
800-423-2567. Cannot be i 
purchases after 30 days 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


tnm ort^ otMchiu wW ortonil ncapi 
I npiMts UK HoHiimlcntie. Odgliai Mupnn in«i la 
nto^ 2 ^& UM EM ootpoa par cutmn im iir 

COMPOUND 
MITER SAW 

CHICAOCEl^ECTKIC 

^ ^AVE 61971/61972 

$89®® 

REG. PRICE $199.99 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

2 1 2.»l 1 «e7 

LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 


2 1 287208 

_... .. .. . UMT I Qtoa « our I 

or coipan or prior 1 8 (S- 423 -S 67 CiiM to used 


or by 
OWra 01 
oiii^ml 
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100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Miiiion Satisfied Customers 


• No Hassie Return Poiicy 

• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools 


4 PIECE 1-1/2" X 10 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

LOT 62818/61303 shown 

CAI/F 

• 10001b. 

Capacity 55% 

$17®®w 

liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

2 1 25S<470 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 


600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 



mmn 


2500 LB. 

ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL 

LOT 61258 shown 
61840/61297/68146 

$59®®i‘Aif^? 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

2 1 2 J8«».40 

LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

6(f 4 mWm 

HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 

LOT 69054/62603 
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2 1 20 t 


FOLDABLE EAR MUFFS 


LOT 94334 



REG. PRICE 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 


2 1 1 

LIMIT 9 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 



1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH 

CHICAGOB ELECTRIG 

BOWVK TPOtS 

LOT 69606/61173 
68099 shown 



REG. PRICE >69.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


2 1 2200-^ -P 


presen through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



8 CHANNEL 
SURVEILLANCE DVR 
_ WITH 4 INFRARED CAMERAS 

Riiwlwr HU Security 

^ LOT 61229 shown 

62463/61624 



Over 2500 hours of 
recording time. 


$25099 


REG. PRICE $399.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

2 1 2080*5 8 

LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 2/20/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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AX Series 
Starter Packages 


Only WoundSeal creates a 
protective, instant scab to stop 
bleeding in seconds. 

Guaranteed to work anytime, 
anywhere. 

Easily fits in a pocket or backpack, 
Available in the first aid aisle of your local 


Over 4 million 
applications 
sold. 


Made In USA 


^lEEaiD£Wl|-D10| 


and other retailers. Visit woundseal.com 


WoundSeal 


10% opp 

alontereowfSSS 



This is my Central Boiler. 

Ask Robert B., an E-Classic owner from Wisconsin, what he loves about his 
Central Boiler outdoor wood furnace and he'll tell you he has cut his wood 
usage to less than half compared to his old outdoor furnace, it's cleaner- 
burning, and he heats his entire home and shop. Not to mention the 
money he saves with no heating bill. 

We invite you to see what a Central Boiler outdoor 
wood furnace could mean for you and your family. 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL CENTRAL BOILER DEALER | CentralBoMer.COm 

Central Boiler outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems, it's important that your outdoor 
furnace and system be properly sized and installed. See your local dealer for more information. *At participating US dealers. 
6.99% for 5 years. Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1 245 Brickyard Rd., Ste. 600, Salt Lake City, UT 841 06) on approved 
credit, for a limited time. Repayment term is 60 months, 6.99% fixed APR, effective as of August 201 5, subject to change. The 
first monthly payment will be due 30 days after the loan closes. ©201 5 Central Boiler • ad6953 




Buy the final 1921 U.S. Morgan silver 
dollar in Brilliant Uncirculated quality 
and get a modern U.S. proof set FREE! 

Our regular price for the historic last 
Morgan silver dollar is $99. Now you 
pay just $49 and get a FREE proof set 
(date of our choice). Pair: $49 (#45723). 
New customers only. Limit 2 pair per 
household. NO ON APPROVAL COINS 
SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home Exam- 
ination: Money-Back Guarantee. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5556, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-431-4463 

www.iccoin.com/n5556 







Eur^kaX 

GOURMET HOOKING 
AT YOUR CAMPSITE 

Now you can take your trailside 
cooking way past the basics. 



EUREKA SPIRE AND 
SPIRE LX AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 1,2016 


LINK TWO STOVES WITH 
THE JETLINK’" HOSE 


THIS IS #TRAILGATING 
AND IT NEVER TASTED GETTER 

eurekatents,tom 


rOHNSON 

lDU t dq on 



Meet the Beauty in 
the Beast '* 

Discover this spectacular 6V2-carat 
green treasure from Mount St. Helens! 

F or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently 
building strength. At 10,000 feet high, it was tmly a 
sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when the beast awoke 
with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St. 

Helens empted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and 
smoke. From that chaos, something beautiful emerged... 
our spectacular Helenite Necklace. 

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic rock of 
Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green creation has 
captured the eye of jewelry designers worldwide. 

Today you can wear this massive 6 V 2 -carat stun 
ner for only $1491 

Make your emeralds jealous. Our 

Helenite Necklace puts the green 
stone center stage, with a faceted 
pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver 
finished in luxurious gold. The 
explosive origins of the stone are 
echoed in 




EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

Helenite Earrings 

-a $129 value- 

with purchase of 
Helenite Necklace 




the flashes 
of light 
that radi- 
ate as the 
piece 
swings 
gracefully 
from its 18" 
luxurious gold-fin- 
ished sterling silver ^ 

chain. Today the volcano 
sits quiet, but this unique piece 
of American natural history continues to 
erupt with gorgeous green fire. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the 
Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not com- 
pletely blown away by the rare beauty of this exceptional 
stone, simply return the necklace within 30 days for a full 
refund of your purchase price. 


"My wife received more 
compliments on this 
stone on the first day 
she wore it than any 
other piece of jewelry 
I've ever given her. " 

- J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client 


lEWELRY SPECS : 

- 6 y 2 ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting - 1 8" gold-finished sterling silver chain 

Limited to the first 2200 orders from this ad only 

Helenite Necklace (6 Vi ctw) Only $149 -hS&P 

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) $129 +S&P 

Helenite Set-Sa^e Call-in price only $149 -hS&P 

(Set includes necklace and earrings) 

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. 

1 - 800 - 859-1979 


Promotional Code HEL753-04 

Please mention this code when you call. 


Suucr 


14101 Southcross Drive W, Dept. HEL753-04, 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 
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f*Mossy Olf] 
^Realtree® 
•Advantage® 

•Digital Military 

14 Camos & 14 solid cold] 

100% Waterproof 
Cordura Nylon 

1-600-: 


A A N 


SEAT OVIiRS 


covered 


We 


go! 


ve 


you 


CutlomHI 


ForTnicks 


LANSICr 

Asharpeners 



Deluxe 


Sharpening , 
' System 

Lansky’s legendary Controlled-Angle 
System is the easiest, most effective 
way to achieve a consistent angle 
for a professional edge on all your 
sporting and household knives. 


Learn more at lansky.com 

800-825-2675 for FREE catalog fas 



[yf Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 
Stores Flat in Minutes 
Converts to a Utility Trailer 


The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum 

is designed from the top 
down to make yard clean 
up easier, faster, and more 
thorough than ever before. 

And for a limited time we 
are offering them at 
incredible low introductory prices! 


NEW 

Models 


starting at 

* 1 , 299 “ 


FREE SHIPPING 


1 YEAR TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 


Call for FREE DVD and CatalogI 


TOLL-FREE 


888 - 208-5690 

DRIeafvac.com 




■ 




David B. Whitehurst ^ / 


A TRUE STORY: A deer hunter in 
Wisconsin shot 8 and killed 6 hunters. 
The shooter was Hmong and the victims 
were white, but race was not pivotal. 
This BOOK discloses new information 
and answers the question: Who shot first? 

PRINT edition: ISBN 9781478741848 
Your bookstore: order Piint-on-Demand 
On-line: outskirtspress.coni/bookstore 
Phone: Outskirts Press 888-672-6657 


ELECTRONIC (eBook) edition: 
Amazon.com/kindle-store-ebooks 
Baniesaiidiioble .com/ u/NOOK book 
Apple ,com/ibooks 





LifoStraW* personal water filter 

- Removes 99.9999% bacteria & 99.99% protozoa 

- Filters 264 Gallons, weighs only 2 oz. award-winning. 


buylifestraw.com 

1-888-451-6752 










“THATLL HOLD A CUP-A-JOE. 



X-ACT CONTOUR™ FLOOR LINER 


OR A GALLON 
OF YEEHAW!” 

Even the mast offensive spills are no 
match for X-act Contour™ tmck and 
SUV floor liners. The patented 
Form-Fit Edge™ will contain a 
mistake better than any other liner 
on earth. Add to that our StayPut 
Cleats™ and Lifetime Guarantee 
and you can go right ahead and 
drink your decaf soy hazelnut latte 
on that logging road we call life... 
You’ve got Husky Liners. 

^Actual volume of liquid containment is based upon the 

vpacUic part nunil^ir at Unn- 


GUARANTEED...FOR LIFE. 




YOU WON^T SEE OUR 
TOOLS HANCINC ON 
LUMBER'S BELT. 


GUN TOOL PRO -X 

Made just for long guns. 30-tools-in-one frame to 
make repairs, site-in, mount accessories, change 
hokes and deliver peace of mind in the field. 


ii \ 


CaSeSaSi. 


FIND REAL AVID PRDDUCTS AT A CABELA’S STDRE NEAR YDU 
DR SEARCH “REAL AVID” AT CABELAS.COM 
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SIMPLER 
STRONGER 
FASTER 


„.than any Hydraulic 
Log Spihterl 



FLYWHEEL LOG SPUTTER 


Nirw 

Models 


So simple, no hydraulrc 

pumps, valves, pistons, 
hoses or fluids to leak 
or replace. 

So strong its cast iron fly- 
wheel and steel components 
show almost no wear af^er splitting ^ 

hundreds of cords. x 

So fast, splits anything a hydraulic splitter ^ 
will in one-sixth the time! " 



FREE SHIPPING 


1 YEAR TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 


Call for FREE DVD and CatalogI 


TOLL-FREE 


888-208-5690 

DRIogsplitters.com 



Better Way To Sleep 


PURE COTTON KNIT TeePJS^ 


Tee-PJs are not ordinary 
nightshirts. They are made 
with a special soft cotton 
knit that moves as you move 
for the ultimate in sleeping 
and lounging comfort. 

★ NO BIND ★NO BUNCH 
★ NO BUTTONS 
★ NO SIDE SEAMS 



Great for Ladies, too. 
COLORS: White or Soft Blue. 
SIZES: To fit 90-300 Ibs. 
Specify man/lady 
and height/weight 
for a perfect fit. 

Add $2 per nightshirt 
forXXXL. 


^ 26.9 5 ea. 2 for M 9.90 (Sa ve H) 

Long sleeve style (not shown): 

^ 30.95 ea. 2 for $ 57.90 (Save H) 

S&H: add $6.95 for 1 or $8.95 for 2 

Send check or use Visa/MC/Discover/AMEX 


Cotton Comforts Since 1955 


rttmann Textiles - Dept. 424 
11570 SE Dixie Hwy, Hobe Sound, FL 33455 

(Ship to FL add tax) 1-800-890-7232 


HUGE SELECTION OF COTTON SLEEPWEAR, ROBES 
AND UNDERWEAR - www.nightshirt.com 


OiJ§Dra(§ 




WWW. 

GENERICTESTOSTERONE 

•COM 
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THOMPSON ^ CO. 

"rL- * FisE cmuK r™ 


POWERHOUSE 12 
CIGAR COMBO 


19 ?-^ 

■ at *119.85 


12 Premium Hand-Roiled 
Dominican Cigars 

Bonus Cherrywood-finish 
Humidor (Molds 20 Churchills) 

Ultra Reliable Butane 
Torch Lighter (may vary) 

A Guillotine Cigar Cutter 


Order Now! Limited Suppiy 


Call 1-800-360-9395 

thompsonspecials.com 

Promo Code TA306 

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS 


Add 54.05 for Shipping - fOZOS'BB. Ona per 
cuQtomor. Ftorlda roildents ADO 7% oaloe 
tux, not tvallable to nilnor« and food only 
In thd USA. All wrlttsn ordera mual Includ* 
your dato of birth and algnaturo. 













you LITERALLY 
WON’T HAVE TO 

LIFTA 

FINGER 




With the press of a button, 
you con restore your car’s 
original paint. Our online 
videos will show you how to 
tackle most repairs in 
a single afternoon. 


Paint pens »> ‘/2 oz & 2 oz bottles 
12 oz spray cons »> Ready-to-spray pints, 
quarts and gallons 

AUTOMOTIVETOUCHUP.COM 

888 - 710-5192 



Millions Demand America’s Purest 
Silver Dollar. Shouldn’t You? 


Secure Your New 2015 Silver Eagle Dollars Now! 


GovMint.com -14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. PEG408-08 ■ Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. 

NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
August 2015 ©2015 GovMint.com. 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE^^ 


M illions of people collect the American 1984: GovMint.com is the best source for 

Eagle Silver Dollar. In fact it’s been the coins worldwide. 
country’s most popular Silver Dollar for over . . 

two decades. Try as they might, that makes it Timing IS EVSiythlng 

a very hard “secret” to keep quiet. And right advice? Keep this to yourself. The more 

now, many of those same people are rushing people who know about this offer, the worse 

to secure the newest 2015 U.S. Eagle Silver for you- Demand for Silver Eagles in recent 
Dollars — placing their orders now to ensure Y^ars has shattered records. Experts predict 
that they get America’s newest Silver Dollar— diat 2015 Silver Eagles may break them once 
in stunning BriUiant Uncirculated condition again. Our suppHes are limited and there is a 
— before miUions of others beat them to it. strict limit of 40 per household. 


America’s Brand New 
Silver Dollar 

This is a strictly limited offer of one of the 
most beautiful silver coins in the world. 
Today you have the opportunity to secure 
these massive, hefty one fuU Troy ounce 
U.S. Silver Dollars in Brilliant Uncirculated 
(BU) condition. The nearly 100-year-old 
design features walking Lady Liberty draped 
in a U.S. flag, while the other side depicts a 
majestic U.S. Eagle, thirteen stars, and an 
American shield. 

But the clock is ticking... 

The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal 

Silver is by far the most affordable of all 
precious metals — and each full Troy 
ounce American Eagle Silver Dollar is 
government-guaranteed for its 99.9% 
purity, authenticity, and legal tender status. 

Our Lowest Price in Years 

Why are we releasing the most popular 
Silver Dollar in America for as little as 
$19.50 each? To introduce you to what 
hundreds of thousands of smart collectors 
and satisfied customers have known since 


30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee 

You must be 100% satisfied with your 2015 
American Eagle Silver Dollars or return them 
within 30 days of receipt for a prompt refund 
(less s/h). Don’t miss out on this exciting new 
release. Call immediately to secure these 
American Eagle Silver Dollars NOW! 

2015 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU 

1-4 Coins - $20.95 ea + s/h 

5-7 Coins - $20.50 ea + s/h 

8-9 Coins - $20.50 ea + EREE SHIPPPING 

10-19 Coins - $19.95 ea + EREE SHIPPPING 
20-40 Coins - $19.50 ea + EREE SHIPPPING 
Offer Limited to 40 per Household 

FREE SHIPPING on 8 or More! 

Limited time only. Product total over $150 before taxes 
(if any). Standard shipping only. Not valid on previous 
purchases. 

For fastest service, call today toll-free 

1 ■ 800 - 956-7267 

Offer CodePEG408-08 

Please mention this code when you call 


GOVMlNT.COM* 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


SURVIVAL FOOD 


Gun owners set 
to get free 
survival food 

F armers vow to keep up with the rush 
to supply every gun owner who calls 
toll free and beats the deadline to 
claim their free 72 -hour survival food kit. 


gun show 




HyT/i 








Gun owners are flocking to claim their free 72-hour survival food kit before 
the deadline. 


In a crisis, your number one 
need is food. But not just any 
food. 

What everyone needs is good-for- 
25-years survival food that you can rely 
on when the time comes that food is 
scarce. 

Well right now - in what is truly 
an unprecedented move - 72-hour 
Food4Patriots survival food kits are 
being given away to readers who are 
gun owners as long as they call a 
special toll-free hotline and beat the 
program deadline. 

“This is all happening because we’re 
worried that the people in Washington 
have an agenda that is about more 
than just guns and ammo,” explained 
Frank Bates, a spokesman for the 
company. 



Military-grade Mylar pouches ensure these 
meals stay fresh for 25 years or more. 


“Control the food, control 
the people.” 

We already know that they’re 
coming after our guns ... food could be 
next, and none of us wants to ever rely 
on this or any government to keep our 
families fed.” 

Experts say that everyone should 


have at least a 72-hour supply of non- 
perishable food on hand at all times. 

Unfortunately, too many people 
make the mistake of choosing 
products that were never intended 
to be survival food. They end up with 
expensive stockpiles that are too big 
and too bulky to move, should an 
emergency force them to leave their 
homes. 

Chances are, their foods were not 
packaged for a 25-year or more 
shelf life. Most are not. 

And if they were unlucky enough to 
stock up on MREs, they’ll be depending 
on a product that can actually make you 
sick if you eat it for too long. 

Foocl4Patriots survival foods are made 
of the finest ingedients, grown and 
packaged right here in the USA. They 
taste great. They provide the nutrition 
you need. And they were developed 
specifically for use in emergencies - 
although a lot of folks sometimes like 
them for a quick meal or snack. 

Bates explained, “These are home- 
style meals that we package in airtight 
and resealable military-grade Mylar 
pouches that keep them fresh and 
delicious until they’re needed. Your 
family will enjoy meals much like 
they’re already eating every day.” 

Every 72-hour kit that’s being given 
away contains four servings each of 
such familiar dishes as Liberty Bell 
Potato Cheddar Soup, Blue Ribbon 
Creamy Chicken Rice, Travelers 
Stew, and the always loved Granny’s 
Flomestyle Potato Soup. 

The company’s usual price for the 
72-hour kit is $27.00 plus shipping. But 


gun owners who act quickly can pay 
only the $9.95 shipping and handling 
fee through this program. 

“We’re trying to ensure no gun 
owner gets left out, but they have 
to hurry because we have a limited 
supply of the 72-hour kits we can give 
away,” Bates warned. “Once word got 
out that gun owners could get free 
survival food, our phones have been 
ringing off the hook. We actually had to 
add extra agents to keep up with the 
incredible demand.” 

There is still time to take 
advantage of this free food offer, 
but be aware the program will 
end no matter what at midnight, 
December 15, 2015.” 


HOW TO GET YOUR FREE 
72-HOUR SURVIVAL FOOOKIT; 

Food4Patriots is committed to giving 
a free 72-hour kit to everyone who 
calls their toll-free hotline. Just give the 
agent the approval code shown below. 
Provide your delivery instructions and 
agree to pay the $9.95 shipping and 
handling fee. That’s all there is to it. 

Approval Code: 72FREE 
Toll-Free Hotline: 1-800-936-0199 
Offer Cut-Off Date: 12/15/2015 

Please note: Food4Patriots says they 
will continue to give away these 72- 
hour kits for as long as their supplies 
last. 

Due to media exposure, their phone 
lines may be busy. Just keep calling 
and you will get through. 



ONLY $1 OVER DEALER COST 


The American Eagle Reserve is proud to offer the 2015 Gold and Silver American Eagles minted at the United States Mint. U.S. citizens 
can buy these genuine legal tender U.S. government-issued $3 gold and $1 silver coins at just $1 .00 over actual dealer cost! That’s correct 
- just $1 over our actual cost. Please be advised: Our U.S. government gold and silver inventory will be priced at $1.00 over actual dealer 
cost only while supplies last. Call 1-877-227-2646 to secure your order today. 

If you have been considering protecting your hard-earned money with genuine, legal tender gold and silver fully backed by the U.S. 
government, now is the time to act! At current market levels, this could be the greatest buying opportunity any of us have ever seen. 
Smart individuals are moving up to 30% of their assets into gold and silver. Due to the overwhelming demand for gold and silver, there 
is a strict limit of 20 silver coins and 10 gold coins per household to allow for fair and equal distribution. Special arrangements can be 
made for individuals wishing to transfer $50,000 or more into fully-backed U.S. government gold and silver. Call a Precious Metals 
Specialist at 1-877-227-2646 to take advantage of arguably one of the best gold and silver deals available. 

Each brilliant uncirculated coin bears the 2015 date. Their weight, content and purity is fully backed by the United States Government. 


Price of $ 1 over dealer cost at time of 
transaction. Price plus shipping and 
insurance. Availability not guaranteed. 
Coins enlarged to show exquisite detail. 
Limit of 10 gold coins and 20 silver 
coins per household. Please read 
important disclosures found on 
www.aerlooms.com 



AMtltlCAN lACtl RtSIltVC 

www.Aerlooms.com 


1 -877-227-COIN ( 2646 ) 

Vault Code: FSGSE-1015 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
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rM lERMANENTUFEflME ENLARGEMENT?' i 

pr. Bri]SGacfvlafi£af«(:tj4in Size tan 3 Slay turdfe' anti ^ hava VIB I 

«nlaf g«nient for a life^me when yw continue to tako PROt PLUS PILLS. 

PRO^PLUSUttiinate « MamaranvagscanaonifivellHhittMsls^eceis JfehV" I 

tate bn 2’3 memuta. pms ntrt contain Yoi^tnt3a aid bAisinina. fflO^ 

PRO+PLUS Advanced • Majiimum resnls in 3 to 4 montna for men 18'4S. ^ “ 

PROdPLUS Xtrerne tor Immedlaits mdtoirts. Eltocttva up to hoira. 

MvTmax testostamna bnoalar, ^ertol heft}al tonniila i:^ Incmaaa seniaJ anamy. 
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Oxygen degrades 
your fish & game! 

Dramatically 
extend its fresh 
flavor for months 
with a commercial vacuum sealer! 


PLedSdfit HiU-Qrain 
huntPHG.com 866.500.5725 



The Right Tool, IIC 

Ruger Mark Series All In One Tool 

The Tool works on all the Mark series I, II, III, and 

22/45 model pistols without altering the gun. 

• User friendly tool for disassembling, 
reassembling, and magazine loading assistant. 

• Protects your gun and fingers from scratches. 

• Allows you to clean all the recommended ports. 

• Comes with tool, stand, easy step by step instruction booklet and 
free video link. 

• TTAG said "If you own one of these pistols you should hove one of these tools." 
5 star rating. Goto www.Amazon.com or www.Brownells.com & 
search Mark Series All In One. 



Advertise your business 
or product here! 
Contact us for more 
information! 

Chip Parham: 212-779-5492 
Shawn Lindeman: 212-779-5001 
Frank McCaffrey: 212-779-5510 


^VEodular safes 
that assemble 
anywhere. 

12>guii to 56-gun, Shipped to your door. 


ordered my 
Super Titan Tuesday, 
it shipped Thursday, 
and by Monday it was 
installed securing 
my valuables. ,, 
amazing service. ” 

D«Ttd - 0*»pl« 



iiritat niM axtf»-g4iN; 


WWW, sn aps af e . c om or call 1-87I-Z14-4470 


F&S SPORTSMAN’S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 212-779-5510. 



The Nation's Leader in quality tongue-n-groove Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling. 

Great For: New or Existing Homes • Basements • Dens • Rec Rooms 
Kitchens • Baths • Studies • Garages • Out Buildings • Cottages 

Custorner Guarantee It! 

Satisfaction... f \ 

THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE 

Skyline Woods' finest of Log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide! 

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com 








F&S SPORTSMAN’S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 212-779-5510. 



#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the U.S.A. 


16 Camo Patterns 
Available 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 

500 Cordura Nylon 


86Q-492-4849 



Compact Pontoon Boats 
Ultra Stable 4 Pontoon Design 
All Aluminum Lengths: 12f and 15i 
700 to 900 lb Capacity 
Weighs SSOIbs. 

10Hp. Rating 

Duck Hunters (Olive Drab available) 
Complete dock systems and 
dock floats available. 

Toll Free: 877-407-8645 

www.hotwoods.com 


HUNTING 


Guns & Accessories 






HUNTING 


Poultry 

Meyer Hatchery Full line of poultry, game birds 
& poultry equipment. Free Catalog 
1-888-568-9755. www.MeyerHatchery.com 
626 St. Rt. 89, Polk, OH 44866 


I Place your ad here! Call us today 
I for more information! 

Sportsman's Marketplace: 

! Frank McCaffrey - 212-779-5510 

I Destinations: 

, Eric Genova - 212-779-7172 x221 


Traps 


PcsOutdoors.com 

Trapping, Predator Calling and 
Firearm Supply SUPERSTORE. 

Also check out our Newest Divion: 

www.firebirdshootingsupply.ci 

or call us at 989-569-3482 




Enjoy the Warmth of “Vintage Style” Lighting 


with or without Oil - Inside or Out! 






Big Rock Lantams carries 
□ne of ifie largest, most 
disttndjve collectjons 
of "Vintage Style" 

i electric lanterns and 

WWW.BigROCkLantemS.com 770-Q66-S857 lamps anywtierej 


GENERAL 


Help Wanted 

$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE: 
HOME ASSEMBLY-FS Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 


REAL ESTATE 


Land for Sale 


HUNTING LAND 

1 1 855 Schaberg, Mountainburg Ar 
3752 SQ FT Log house 
23 acres • $245,000 

Tel: (479) 719-8427 



Sportsman’s Family Home! 4300 sq.ft beautiful 
waterfront living on 3 floors, appointed throughout 
w/features you’d expect in a substantial home. 
Area noted for deer, moose, upland game birds, 
world class trout & salmon fishery; add yr-rd motor 
sports trails, abundant hiking /AT, Saddleback Mt 
ski resort, & an unhurried lifestyle! $749,000. 

Les & Sue MacPhee - City Cove Realty 
www.citycoverealty.com 
207 441-9972 direct . 207 864-2500 office 


NY HUNTING CAMP SAIE 

SEPTEMBER ONLY 

• 5 Acres Cabin w/State Land: 

$29,995 

• 16 Acres w/NewAdirondack 

Camp: $39,900 
• 21 Acres Tug Hill Camp, 
Borders State: $49,995 

Financing Available-Low Payments 

Call 1-800-229-7843 
Or see landandcamps.com 

CHRISTMAS & ASSOCIATES 


W 

REAL ESTATE 


Land for Sale 


FREE! Ozark real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types. 

www.onlineoml.com, 1-800-591-4047. 


FSiS DESTINATIONS 

Call Eric Genova at 212-779-7172 ext. 221 


The South 


TENNESSEE WILD BOAR HUNTING 
IN THE CUMBERLAND MOUNTAINSl 

CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE • P.O. BOX 2008 • CLARKRANGE, TN 38553 

• MEMBER: NAHC/NRA/SCI 

• LARGE, RUSTIC LODGE 
•FULL SERVICE TAXIDERMY 

• MEAT PROCESSING 
•SPECIALIZING IN WILO BOAR 
ANO EXOTIC SHEEP & GOAT HUNTING 

CALL OR WRITE KEN MOODY, CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE, 

931-863-3203 www.kenmoodv.com 



Montana 


riBEDOIIl CODIITII 

20 Acres in WESTERN MONTANA, famous trout fishing 
streams, backpacking, camping, reknown Hunting 
privileges (elk, deer, moose, bear). ONLY $500 down 
payment with 1-YR. FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Call toll FREE for colored brochure or visit us on the WEB 
atwww.treasurestateranchesmt.com. 

Monthly Payments made to fit your budget! 

Call us today for a FREE 
color borchure 1-800-592-5990 
www.treasurestateranchesmt.com 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Ave., - Dept. FS 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1 000 


MONTANA 


Highly successful big game hunts 
in the heart of the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness. Early & late seasons. 
Guided & unguided hunts. This is the 
high quality hunt you’re looking for. 
Call or write for free brochure. 


A Lasty H Outfitters 

PO Box 1079R 


Choteau, MT 59422 
(800) 893-1155 
www.alazyh.com 
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TRUE GRIT 

Jim bests me in 
sporting clays, 
putting out fires, 
and bravery 
By Bill Heavey 



O N CASE YOU EVER get thrown in jail— 
and I’m not suggesting that you do — you 
probably already know which of your friends 
you’d burn your one phone call on. If you’re lucky, he’s 
not just a guy who would post your bail but one who 
would also pick you up at 4 A.M., make sure you’re 
O.K., and even tell the cops that you couldn’t have 
robbed that orphanage because the two of you were get- 
ting drunk in a strip club at the time. 

I know who I’d call. Jim, my friend of more than 30 
years. We’ve each seen the other through a divorce, peri- 
ods of high drama and low money, and various births 
and deaths. Twenty-five years ago, I held his eldest son 
the day he came home from the hospital. Sixteen years 
ago, when my baby daughter stopped breathing at four 
months, I can’t remember who I called first, but it was 
probably Jim. 

I do remember his 40th birthday party, billed — 
accurately — by his then wife as “world’s oldest man turns 
40.” And I remember my 50th, a surprise party at which 
I arrived three hours late. My wife at the time was dis- 
pleased that I’d kept a houseful of guests waiting. “Peo- 
ple mostly sat around being polite. Then the curtains 
caught fire and everyone sat there like they were para- 
lyzed. Jim pulled them down, ran outside, and stomped 
the flames out.” At the time I remember thinking. That 
sounds about right. Jim would be the guy to do that. 

And now the jerk is dying. At first he thought the 
pain was a strained stomach muscle from kayaking the 
Potomac’s whitewater. When he finally went to the 
doctor, the diagnosis was pseudocysts, benign and 
mostly fluid, on his pancreas. Then they were true 
cysts, but still no cause for alarm. Then cancerous. 
Then inoperable, wrapped around major arteries. Jim 
told me all this in a matter-of-fact phone call. He made 
it sound like he might be getting the flu. I stopped re- 
searching the ailment after five minutes. It was just too 
grim. Pancreatic is the black mamba of cancers — 
aggressive, lethal, and pitiless. Seventy- three percent of 
those diagnosed are dead within a year, the lowest sur- 
vival rate among all 21 common cancers. As I sat at my 
computer, the bottom fell out of the world. I felt the 
huge, bored yawn of the abyss. It’s strange. Until then, 
I had no idea how much I love the guy. 

He’s taking Elvis-level pain meds, which allow him 
to sleep at night. He’s halfway through six weeks on 
chemo, after which they’ll scan again. Then, if he can 
take it, a short rest and more chemo. There’s a snow- 
ball’s chance that radiation might buy some time. But 
the doctors no longer talk timelines, much less any 
chance of a cure. Jim — wisely, in my view — hasn’t 
asked. Now it’s all about controlling his pain until there 
is no more pain. 

Jim is an Oklahoma boy. By which I mean that while 
we’ve been texting and talking more often than in the 
past, we rarely mention his cancer. He’s still working, 
trying to leave something behind for his wife and two 
20-something sons whose children he’ll never hold. 


We shot sporting clays the other 
day. He was gaunt, 20 pounds 
lighter, skin stretched tight over his 
skull. It was probably a miracle that 
he could shoot at all. He was short 
of shells, so I offered some of mine, 
Winchester Xtra-Lite Target loads, 
which have an ounce of shot. He 
declined, saying the shop sold ones 
with Vs ounce. This from a guy I’d 
once seen lift a washing machine off 
the floor so it wouldn’t scratch the 
linoleum. As we walked to the first 
station, I looked down. “Bud, what 
happened to your ass?” I asked. 
His buttocks were flat planes, as if 
sliced away. He shrugged, told me 
he now requires a pad to sit on a 
wooden chair, that his clothes hang 
off him like a scarecrow. “Don’t 
know how much sense it makes to 
be investing in new ones. Or even 
what size to get.” 

And then he shot my lights out. 
He missed a few of the high crossers 
that have always troubled him, but 
on most stands he broke four, five, 
sometimes six out of six birds. 
“Damn,” I said. “They might have to 
put chemo on the list of performance- 
enhancing drugs.” When I dropped 
him off, we just shook hands and 
said, “Later.” 

A few days after, he e-mailed that 
he hadn’t realized getting ready to 
die involved so much paperwork. 
He was still keeping the news from 
anyone he didn’t have to tell. There 
wasn’t a whiff of self-pity in any of it. 

I wrote back that it was pretty 
damn selfish of him to get cancer, 
that it showed little regard for his 
friends and family, and that he’d 
been brought up better. Who, I 
asked, was I supposed to call from 
jail now? I said that in light of his 
weakened state, I could probably 
kick his ass and just might the next 
time I saw him. 

His reply, in its entirety, was 
“Well you could try.” 

It was the most courageous re- 
sponse imaginable. I lost it, hard, 
knew better than to even try to stop 
the tears. I let them come. And tried 
once more to come to terms with 
the unbelievable fact that this is ac- 
tually happening. © 
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Evan Williams Honey®. Bardstown, KY 35% AIc.A/ol. © 2015 
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